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Top of Form

Matthew 2:1-12
“Star Trek of the Wise Men”

Introduction: Are there any trekkers among us today? You know what a trekker is, don’t you? It’s a Star Trek fan. If you are a trekker you know how to do this [show hand sign] It means: “live long and prosper.”

	This "Vulcan salute" has become the sign that unites Trekkers the world over. It is actually an ancient Hebraic blessing given by rabbis to the congregation.



	

	The spread fingers represent the Hebrew letter "shin," the first letter of "Shadai," a secret name of God. 


Well, since there don’t seem to be many trekkers here today, and our lesson for today has to do with star trekking, I’ll share this brief summary, by Paramount Pictures: 

The greatest adventure of all time begins with Star Trek, the incredible story of a young crew's maiden voyage onboard the most advanced starship ever created: the U.S.S. Enterprise. On a journey filled with action, comedy and cosmic peril, the new recruits must find a way to stop an evil being whose mission of vengeance threatens all of mankind. The fate of the galaxy rests in the hands of bitter rivals. One, James T. Kirk, is a delinquent, thrill-seeking Iowa farm boy. The other, Spock, was raised in a logic-based society that rejects all emotion. As fiery instinct clashes with calm reason, their unlikely but powerful partnership is the only thing capable of leading their crew through unimaginable danger, boldly going where no one has gone before! (Paramount)… 

Star Trek was first aired a series that lasted only three seasons—back in the last sixties. Then, in the 70s, it resurfaced, and this time the series “caught on.” 
In addition to the Star Trek television series, ten feature films have been produced. The Guinness Book of World Records reports that the original Star Trek has spawned more spin-offs than any television show in history. It has been identified “one of the most culturally influential television shows – and perhaps the most influential science fiction television series in history” 
In 1976, NASA named the first Space Shuttle orbiter Enterprise after the mother ship of the original Star Trek. And there are scientists and engineers who say that they were influenced by Star Trek to go into their chosen professions.

[pause]

Well, as much impact as Star Trek has had, there is another star trek that has had even more. That’s the star trek of our gospel lesson this morning. Let’s take a closer look…


Mystery surrounds the gospel for this “2nd Sunday after Christmas,” 

which our church calendar names “Feast of the Epiphany.”

The wise men come from the east, 
but we don’t really know who they are 
or from whence they have come. 
Also called Magi, 
which means “experts of the stars,”  

they were probably Persian or Babylonian.  

The point is: 

They are not Jews, 

but rather, 

pagan Gentiles. 

And this is what makes the story so amazing!

…that these Magi,

who were believed to be 

possessors of supernatural knowledge and power, 
sorcerers, magicians, 





probably had little, if any,

 knowledge of Hebrew belief or Scripture…

and yet,

they sought out 
the promised Messiah.

Tradition tells us 

that their names 

were “Melchior, and Caspar and Balthasar." 

But these names came from stories people told back in the Middle Ages, 

and they are not found in the Bible. 
And here’s something else interesting:

Did you know that the Bible doesn't exactly say that they are "kings?" 

The idea seems to have come from Isaiah's prophecy, 
that: 
"Foreign nations will stream to your light, and the rulers of the whole world will be drawn to you because you are a beacon of light, a sign of peace, of shalom."
So it is, that…these men, whoever they were,


have seen a star. 
And in those days of old, 

this was always associated with the birth of a notable person.

So now, 

having seen this star, 
and having interpreted its appearance as astrologers do, 
the Magi set off on a star trek
--so that they could pay homage to the child
they referred to 
as “the king of the Jews.”
They were very wise indeed!
And what made them so wise?

They were magi, 
which by definition, 

signifies that they were 
possessors of secret wisdom, 
That is why 
writer Matthew called them 
wise men.
Well, 

moving forward, 

the wise men set off on their trek.

Their journey began “in the east,” 
but where exactly was “the east”? 
Was it Persia, 
or Babylon 
or Arabia? 
Well, no one knows this for certain, either… 
The gifts they brought suggest Arabia, 
but we can’t be quite sure. 
The truth is:

 we really don’t know much about these three men at all!

We don’t even know how many there were!... 
Tradition settled on three 
--because there were three gifts.
Well, 

I suppose these details don’t really matter much, anyway….
The important thing is: 

these mysterious men from the east 
 set out on a trek to find the Messiah.
And they arrived first in Jerusalem,

asking this question: 
"Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose  ~ and have come to worship him." 

It’s completely understandable 
that Herod would have felt threatened by their question 
--after all, 

he was the king of the Jews! …
What king wouldn’t be threatened
upon hearing that a rival king of his nation 
has been born? 
And he wasn’t the only one upset either:

Matthew tells us that “all Jerusalem” was disturbed
 as well.
This is the way it is in all oppressed societies:
People lose the ability to think for themselves.

There is something else that must have seemed really strange 
to the early Jewish readers of this Gospel passage:

These pagan men from afar,

who most likely didn’t even believe
in one true God,

were on their way to worship 
the “King of the Jews”… 
So here we are, 

almost 2000 years later,
hearing again 
the story about those wise men 
who followed a star. 
As in every good story,


there is an antagonist 

and there is a problem.

Enter Herod,

 meeting these foreigners secretly 
to find out more 

about this mysterious star. 
He instructs the wise men, 
"Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him."… 
and we know better than to believe this!
Herod the Great was ruthless! 

During his reign, 

he had murdered his wife, 

three sons, 

mother-in-law, 

brother-in-law, 
uncle, 

and countless others. 

He didn’t even blink an eye 

about killing the babies of Bethlehem!
But God was one step ahead of him.

He would warn the wise men in a dream,


And instruct them 

to take another route home.

So here we have it:

the most famous star trek adventure 

of all time! …. 
And what makes it most unusual 

is that this star moves! 

It guides these star treckers 

to the exact place they want to be!...
And what happened when they got there?

Scripture tells us 

that they knelt down

and worshipped Him. 

Now, some people in our present day,

have “picked up” on the gift part 

of this usual scenario,
and they have made fun of the situation 

--suggesting… things like:

if wise women had come from the east 
(instead of wise men,)

they would have,

among other things,

brought practical gifts
--like stable-cleaning supplies, diapers, 
and a casserole.

Well, the gifts the wise men brought may not have been practical, 
but they were valuable…  
and highly symbolic. 
Gold was rare and expensive in the ancient world. 
It symbolized royalty and divinity. 
Frankincense, a golden resin harvested from trees, 
was used as incense for worship. 
Myrrh, another resin harvested from trees, 
was harvested as a perfume 
and used for royal clothing or burials. 

Over the centuries,


special meaning has been assigned 

to each of the gifts.

The writer of the hymn we will sing in just a few minutes, 

We Three Kings,

did precisely this.

Gold symbolizes a crown for the divine King who will reign forever. 
Frankincense points toward worship

--prayers, praises and voices raised high

to Jesus, 

who is God. 
And myrrh reminds us of Jesus’ humanity 
His sorrows, his sighing, his bleeding, his dying


and the sealing of his body 

in a stone cold tomb.  
The wise men are good examples for us,
we modern day wise men and women…


They saw the sign that they had been given and took it seriously. 
And once they found the Christ, 
they worshipped him. 
So as we all can see, 

these wise men were star trekkers 
in the truest sense of the word!
..which leads us to ask ourselves 

a couple of very important questions:

What are we seeking? Are how will we know when we have found it?


Author Brennan Manning tells a delightful story about the manger scene that includes the shepherds, not the wise men, but I have chosen to include it today because its message fits so well:

An unnamed observer from within the stable, which he refers to as a cave, describes the scene like this:

There are four of them here and I noticed that three of them have brought gifts. The man who brought nothing is also the quiet one of the bunch. They bow when they enter the cave and bring their gifts to Mary and Joseph. I was standing nearby and decide to listen in on the conversation. The first man brought bread, the next brought eggs and cheese, and the third brought wine. The fourth man had no gift and seemed disinterested in the small group that had gathered around Joseph and Mary. The conversation was polite. "I like how you've fixed this place, Mary', the one shepherd says, "I never considered actually living in a sheep pen." Another shepherd remarks about how Mary has managed to get the place clean enough for a baby delivery in such a short time. The other man remarks about her health, is she okay and do they need anything? The conversation is pleasant...like what you'd hear at a housewarming or a cookout. "Do you need a job Joseph?...because I know a guy who knows a guy..." "How long will you remain in Bethlehem?" Time ticks by and not much is actually said. The shepherds fall silent after running out of pleasantries and suddenly one of them...the fat guy who brought the bread...notices one of them is missing. "Where is L'enchante?" He asks. "I don't know," replies the eggs and cheese guy. "L'enchante!" they call out. But there is no answer. Then in the silence they hear a whispered song coming from a dark corner, away from the oil lamps light. They bring a lamp with them and they see worn boots sticking out from under the makeshift curtain that separated Jesus' little alcove from the rest of the cave. They pull back the curtain and the missing shepherd is there. it is L'enchante..."the enchanted one". He is holding the baby Jesus to his chest as tears fall from closed eyes. He has a smile on his face that defies description...he is enchanted indeed. He rocks back and forth slowly on his knees, in the soft cold mud of the cave floor. He is singing a song softly, as a whisper, under his breath. It is a song of love for his infant-Savior. "Jesu...Jesu...Jesu...Jesus...Jesus" he is lost in worship and adoration and caught away in love with this wondrous baby-king. He has forgotten about all of us and this cave and the presents he never thought about bringing. He has only this moment with this child and he is making the most of a chance to love the Son of God...and to let the baby love him back. The baby is smiling as I have never seen a baby smile. There is a connection between them...a flowing back and forth between the Giver of love and a man who really understands how to receive it. He does nothing. He lets Jesus pour his love into his heart and does nothing but reflect it back in worship. This makes Jesus very happy and His tiny face shows it. 
We all remain silent as we watch L'enchante loving his Savior, and being loved by Him. 
L'enchante got it. He came with nothing. He didn't get sidetracked by small talk and nonsense. He went straight to the baby in the manger and fell on his knees and let the baby do what babies do...love us. 

I am dumbfounded. I want that heart for myself. I want to be swept away by the baby in the manger who so deeply desires that I hold Him and love Him and let Him love me. In that moment I understand why Jesus came as an infant. 


This is what worship is all about


--being swept away by the One who longs for our love.

It isn’t something that can happen only on Sunday mornings, though. 
It can happen each and every time we open our hearts to let love in. 
But, we must be intentional about it


--or we may miss the experience entirely!

And that is why I propose that we make a new year’s  resolution 
for ourselves 
and our church:

It might go something like this:
“Each week, as I awake and prepare to come and worship, I resolve to ask God to clear my mind of distractions. I resolve to come expecting to meet God in body and spirit. I will bring whatever gift I have to give--including the most valuable gift of all—loving Him with my whole self–body, mind, and spirit.” 
As Albert Einstein once said, 

"The most beautiful thing we can experience is the mysterious." 

It is that mystery, 

that wonder, 

that capacity to dream 

that we celebrate through the story of the Wise Men. 

The awesome star the Wise Men followed transcends all order, 

all ethics, 

all understanding.
They knew right away
that they had arrived 

at a very sacred moment 
in time.
And they were changed 
--they couldn’t help 

but be changed.
We have before us today, 

the challenge to participate with God in helping that happen for us: 
Let’s do everything we can 

to allow ourselves to be changed 
by the Christmas experience! 

If we do our part, God will do His.
There is a bumper sticker that reads: 

Wise men still seek him. 
I believe that this is true.

And, that it is also true 

that wise women seek Him too!
The season of Epiphany gives us opportunity 
to recommit ourselves 
to participate in the spreading of the light, 
to the ends of the earth. 
So in these first weeks of the New Year, 
let us reconsider 
what is most important about our spiritual life.
Contrary to what most people in this world think,

Christians included,

it’s not what we believe.

It’s how we feel about what we believe

. and what we do with that belief.
A very honest person once said: 
"Whether or not there is a God, I believe that there is something very important about the idea of sacredness." 
And as Jesus has taught us,

the most sacred thing we can do in life 
is love one another.
So,  my fellow Star Trekkers…


let’s bundle this Christmas experience up



and keep it close to our hears

as we sing that old favorite,




We Three Kings!






[page 254 in the hymnal]

And, 
when we have finished singing, 



Let’s pray the prayer for Epiphany, 




which is located on the same page, 





right underneath the hymn. 

Let us sing….and pray…
_1387150567.unknown

