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Sermon for Grandparents Day 2011: “A House Built by God”
Introduction to the worship service:

Today is a day filled with both gladness and sadness…

We will rejoice as we honor our Grandparents, 

as we present Bibles to our 3rd graders 

and  as we promote the children of our congregation 

to their next level of Sunday School.

We will grieve as we commemorate 9/11  

and call to remembrance  that grave tragedy.

 “Is it possible to do both of these two things in one worship service?” one might ask. 

The answer to the question is “yes.”

It is possible. 

We can rejoice and grieve at the same time.

Psychologists claim that it is possible to hold two opposing thoughts in one’s mind simultaneously.  

Cognitive dissonance – the have named it: 

And US novelist F. Scott Fitzgerald, described it most effectively in the book he entitled

 "The Crack-Up."  
It was he that so wisely stated:
The test of a first-rate intelligence is the ability to hold two opposed ideas in the mind at the same time, and still retain the ability to function. 

So let’s begin now with celebrating the grandparents among us!

Introduction to candle lighting/ 9/11 prayer: 

Ten years ago, many gathered in shock and grief to light candles for the victims of 9/11--that unimaginable act of horror. Now, 10 years later, many gather again. We don’t gather to forget; we gather to remember. For to close the book of death is to close the book of life. So today we open ourselves to both. We remember humanity at its worst and humanity at its best, and we weigh our own lives in the balance. 
According to ancient legend, a woman died and arrived on the banks of the River Styx. She was greeted by Charon, ferryman to the underworld, her guide across the waters to the realm of departed souls. Upon arriving on the other side, Charon invited her–should she so wish–to drink of the waters of the River Lethe, which banked the Elysian fields. These were waters of forgetfulness, whose magic powers would erase all memory of her years on earth. She asked the boatman, "If I drink this cup, will I forget how much I suffered and the tragedy I experienced?" 
"Yes," he replied, "you will forget all sadness, together with your every moment of joy." 
"Will I forget my failures?" 

"Yes, your failures will evaporate into the mist of oblivion, and your triumphs as well." 
"Will I forget the people who neglected and abused me?"
"Yes, those who hurt you will vanish from memory, as will the people who loved you and those you loved in return." 
She thought for a moment and then shook her head. "I cannot do that. I will not drink of the waters of forgetfulness. I choose to remember everything."
Today, we too choose to remember everything. We choose to remember our worst nightmare, because we must not and will not give up dreaming. We choose to remember and thereby honor our grief, for grief as a measurement of loss is no less a measurement of love.
 [prayer to commemorate 9/11/2001]
Scriptures: Psalm 127

“Unless the LORD builds the house,

those who build it labor in vain.

Unless the LORD guards the city,

the guard keeps watch in vain. 

 It is in vain that you rise up early 

and go late to rest,

eating the bread of anxious toil;

for he gives sleep to his beloved.   

 Sons are indeed a heritage from the LORD,

the fruit of the womb a reward. 

 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior 

are the sons of one's youth. 

 Happy is the man who has 

his quiver full of them.

He shall not be put to shame 

when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.”
Proverbs 22:6

“Train up a child in the way he should go,

And when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

Introduction to the sermon message:

We can all relate with these Scriptures in some way 
as we celebrate this day known as Grandparents Day. 

Children are a very important part of our lives! 

So on this special day, we have opportunity to take a closer look at how we all can influence the direction our children’s lives take.

 As you may know, Grandparents Day is a fairly new national holiday. 
It was started by a woman named Marian McQuade in 1973--in the state of West Virginia—and  became official in the year 1978 under President Jimmy Carter. 
The story is told that as a child, Marian walked many miles with her grandmother, visiting elderly shut-ins in their West Virginia farming community. The experiences of those trips stayed with her and inspired her to make a life-long commitment to the elderly. Her hope was that children and younger adults would value senior citizens for the contributions they make to society. Establishing Grandparent’s Day was big step in making this dream come true.
In my research this past week I learned something else about Grandparent’s Day: 
The reason the first Sunday after Labor Day was chosen as the day is because this is close to the beginning of autumn, and the holiday signifies the beginning of the “autumn years” of life.

So, on this cool near autumn morning, 
 
I would like to begin by sharing some sayings to help us celebrate this day: 
Isn’t it amazing how young grandparents seem once you become one?! 

Grandchildren must be God's way of compensating us for growing old… 

Grandparents may seem old on the outside--but they are young on the inside. 
Perhaps this is because nobody can do for older folks what children can do: They sort of sprinkle stardust all over our lives. 

If  your baby is 'beautiful and perfect, never cries  or fusses, sleeps on  schedule and burps on demand, is an angel all  the time,' then  you're the  grandparent. 

Grandchildren would  say that a grandparent is the only one who pretends he or she doesn't know who you are on Halloween. 

And that a grandparents always made you feel like he or she has been waiting all day just to see you, and  now the day is complete. 

These sayings all had to do with grandfathers and grandmothers--but there are a couple of sayings that refer to grandmothers exclusively, like these:
Grandmothers are just antique little girls. 

And, a grandmother is a babysitter who watches the kids instead of the television. 

And this one saying is definitely true of both grandmothers and grandfathers:

 Grandparents hold our tiny hands for just a little while, but they hold our hearts forever. 

Well, what would this world do without grandparents?

I has been said that it takes a village to raise a child.

I believe that this is true…
Because children need all the positive influences they can get—especially in today’s world.

The advice that is given in today’s Scripture reading is both good and helpful.

Let’s take a closer look… 
The author of both of today’s Scripture readings

is believed to be King Solomon,


one of the wisest persons 

to have ever 

inhabited this earth.

He is believed to have spoken 

exactly three thousand proverbs 

and over a thousand songs…

as reported by the writer of 1 Kings who said:

God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breath of understanding as measureless as the sand on the seashore. Solomon’s wisdom as greater that the wisdom of all the men of the East, and greater than all the wisdom of Egypt. He was wiser than any other man...And his fame spread to all the surrounding nations. He spoke three thousand proverbs and his songs numbered a thousand and five. He described plant life, from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of the walls. He also taught about animals and birds, reptiles and fish. Men of all nations came to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, sent by all the kings of the world, who had heard of his wisdom. 

It is this wise man

we hear from today.

Starting with our second reading, 

we hear from Solomon 

in the book called Proverbs,

getting some “pretty” good advice 
--along with a promise:
“Train up a child in the way he should go, Solomon says,
“And when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

And exactly how to do this




--to train up a child 

in the way he (or she)

should go?

Solomon proceeds to teach us 

in his psalm that is numbered 127:

And I believe that his message is especially appropriate 

for us on this particular day 


--as we celebrate Grandparent’s Day

and consider the influence 

that we as grandparents 

and members of Christ’s church 








have on the children in our lives.

Solomon begins:

A solid foundation is of utmost importance! 

And to illustrate his point, 

he uses a metaphor: 

The image of a house and its builder.

In order to understand,

we first need a bit of background information:

This psalm was written as a psalm of ascent,

 composed by Solomon at the completion of the elegant temple 

which he had built in Jerusalem during his reign

over the children of Israel

And it was this psalm 

that was sung to celebrate that great event


as they entered the temple gates



for the very first time. 

But, as is true of so many Scripture writers,



a multiple purpose was intended:




This we can certainly assume.

While the people of Israel were rejoicing over 

their beautiful new temple,


they were, at the same time,

being reminded 

of some very important truths…

…the first of those being:

Buildings don't really mean a thing

unless something good 

is taking place on the inside!
 

And it ha to begin 

with a solid foundation…

for as every wise person knows:

When a building’s foundation is strong, 

everything else will fall into place. 

Every person knew 

that this was true 

(as far a physical buildings 

were concerned.)

But Solomon was trying to teach them

a much deeper truth:  

This is just a building…but you, the children of God, are the real building—

You are the real temple of God! 

And this is why it is so very important that the foundation of your spiritual house be firm—so we can

 make  sure that the Lord is the one building it.”

Now, for those listeners who were beginning to catch on,



Solomon’s teaching made sense. He continued:

“There are rewards that come from the Lord having build it, and one of those is this:” 
“WHEN THE LORD BUILDS THE HOUSE, 

THE BUILDERS CAN REST IN PEACE!”

Those who were beginning to “catch on”

 could understand this too,

for they were aware 

that there were dangers present 

when a building project 

was going on--especially that of a temple!

Enemies were known 

to storm the walls 

in the attempt to disrupt the building process. 

So not everyone could sleep.

A watchman was needed to be on the look out at all times...

…because….in a moment’s notice, 
all of the builders could be awakened



and called to defend the building against invaders.

The people were very aware of the danger.

What Solomon wanted to teach them, though, had to do with more than sleep.

Moving to a spiritual level, 

he spoke next about those whose houses were not being built by the Lord,

 saying:“ In vain you rise early and stay up late,eating the bread of anxious toil..”


-implying the reverse: that the Lord brings peace 

to the lives of those who choose Him 

as the builder of their spiritual houses, their lives..


Thinking about anxious toil, Solomon’s words bring to mind 

a certain joke that made its way across the web recently:
 
“A woman, for years, had experienced trouble sleeping at night--for fear of burglars. One night she and her husband heard a noise downstairs. So the husband went down to investigate. Lo and behold, he found a burglar in their living room! "Good evening," said the husband to the intruder, "I'm pleased to see you. Come upstairs and meet my wife. She's been anxiously waiting to meet you for ten years."

The joke makes a valid point:

The prophecy by which we live our lives is self-fulfilling:

“We get what we expect.” 

Solomon’s prophecy is a better one to live by: 

When God is the builder of our lives, 

which is our spiritual house we will have peace in our hearts…
for God is also our watchman. 

Unless the LORD watches over the city,

all of the “watching” is in vain.


Now, as we can imagine, the very idea that watching could be done in vain

would have come as quite a shock to the first hearers of this psalm.

We can easily imagine that Solomon's words 
would  have grabbed their attention.


But….what about us?

We already know that our church buildings are not the temples of God. 

We have long-accepted the teaching that our own bodies are God’s temple.

But have have we ever taken the time or effort to think about the importance 

of the building process itself?

One thing we know for sure: It will not work for us to try and do it by ourselves.
The following illustration makes this truth clear:

The Great Wall of China is said to be the only man made structure that can be seen on the moon. It is 3,460 kilometres long and took  over 2,000 years to build.

 It was built so high that nobody could climb over it,

and so thick that nobody could break it down.

Yet, during the first 100 years of the walls existence, China was invaded three times.


And not once did the enemy break down the wall or climb over it,


Each time their enemies bribed the gatekeeper and marched right on through.


We human beings are not strong or wise enough to do it on our own.

And this is why: We who are parents and grandparents 

and members of this spiritual family 

are called to be “co-workers” with God






in building and guarding the lives 

of our children and grandchildren  








--we are God’s temple.

Solomon’s own life history reveals for us 

the worst that could happen--if God were to be absent from the process.

Solomon’s own building, the temple that was his life, 

later became reckless, and as a result,  he lost his whole Kingdom.

The temple became a ruin, and his marriages became disastrous  

--all because he ignored his own words. 

And this serves as an example for us--for what not to do.

What a huge responsibility we have of raising our children and grandchildren, 

and having a positive influence in their lives 

--making the most of every moment we are with them,

we must acknowledge our utter dependence upon Him

and pray that we do and say 

will be in accordance with God's will.

If  the Lord is to build the temple of God 

--our children, we must place our trust in God, 

be patient, and yield to His timing. ..





which is one of the hardest things for us to do!
 "Children are a gift from the Lord."
When it comes to raising children,

"Within God's will there is no failure,
and outside God's will there is no success".

Can they trust us to be there for them—no matter what?

A group of botanists went on an expedition into a hard-to-reach location in the Alps, searching for new varieties of flowers. One day as a scientist looked through his binoculars, he saw a beautiful, rare species growing at the bottom of a deep ravine. To reach it, someone would have to be lowered into that gorge. Noticing a local youngster standing nearby, the man asked him if he would help them get the flower. The boy was told that a rope would be tied around his waist, and the men would then lower him to the floor of the canyon. Excited yet apprehensive about the adventure, the youngster peered thoughtfully into the chasm. “Wait,” he said, “I’ll be back,” and off he dashed. When he returned, he was accompanied by an older man. Approaching the head botanist, the boy said, “I’ll go over the cliff now and get the flower for you, but this man must hold onto the rope. He’s my dad!”

If children are able to trust us —their dads, moms, grandparents, 

sisters and brothers in Christ, they will be able to grow into trusting God as well.

They will believe that God watching over them and that their lives are in God's hands.

Even when difficulties or ill-health or loss comes their way, 

they know that God is holding their ropes!

There is a praise song that portrays this belief beautifully.
It is entitled “You Are My All in All” and it has been inserted in your worship bulletin.

Let us praise our Lord together in song.

