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Sermon “Wisdom from Above”

Scriptures:  

Proverbs 2:1-11

My child, if you accept my words 

and treasure up my commandments within you, 

2 making your ear attentive to wisdom 

and inclining your heart to understanding; 

3 if you indeed cry out for insight,

and raise your voice for understanding; 

4 if you seek it like silver,

and search for it as for hidden treasures —  

5 then you will understand the fear of the LORD

and find the knowledge of God. 

6 For the LORD gives wisdom;

from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; 

7 he stores up sound wisdom for the upright;

he is a shield to those who walk blamelessly, 

8 guarding the paths of justice 

and preserving the way of his faithful ones. 

9 Then you will understand righteousness and justice 

and equity, every good path; 

10 for wisdom will come into your heart,

and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; 

11 prudence will watch over you;

and understanding will guard you. 

James 3:13:18

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15 Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16 For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 

Introduction: 

Today’s message is all about wisdom. Most of us think we have a pretty good head on our shoulders—right? We are fairly confident when it comes to learning something new. 
So, how are you with texting? (those of you who have cell phones) I’m not so great at it. I see people texting with fingers that move like lightning, and I wonder how on earth they do that! Granted, they are young and have nimble fingers--but what I learned recently is that they actually have their own language. 
ABC recently came out with a news article entitled “Cracking the Teen Texting Code” that tells all about it::
“Try to find a teen who isn't texting, and you may find yourself searching in another galaxy. 

Millions of today's teenagers are caught up in this quick communication craze that has inspired everything from a new cyberlanguage to funny ads for cell phone companies. But for parents like Liz Oelbaum, shocking cell phone charges are a harsh reality. 

"I saw that the bill was over $400, and I pretty much wanted to scream," Oelbaum, the mother of a teenage son, told "Good Morning America." "Right away, I went on the Internet. I downloaded the bill, and I saw all these text messages." 

In just one month, her 15-year-old son, Brandon, had racked up over 3,000 text messages at a rate of 10 cents apiece. Even Brandon was stunned by the sky-high bill: "I was so surprised that I'm like, 'Whoa, that's too much.'" 

Oelbaum refused to pay the exorbitant charges. 

She said to him, 'You have to be more responsible. You're paying for the bill because it's your fault. You know that you should know better,'" she said. 

Well, it's not just how much they're texting that baffles parents: It's the language they're using. 

Text speech is designed to be quick and easy. Some common abbreviations – like LOL (laughing out loud) -- are now part of our vernacular. But other codes, like PAW (parents are watching) and LMIRL (let's meet in real life) are a way to KPC (keep parent clueless) -- and add to texting's appeal,” such as: 

BRB = Be Right Back
GGPIR = Gotta Go, Parents In Room
OTB = Off to Bed
^5 = High Five
ROFL=Rolling On the Floor Laughing

So, not to be outdone, an older person has come up with a few texting codes for the rest of us—those who are middle-aged and beyond. Let’s give it a try (instruct congregation to see insert in worship bulletin)

Well, it might take a bit of practice to get these down “pat.” But I’m sure if we keep trying, we can have lightning fast fingers too! 
Well, speaking of having a good head on our shoulders, we have a couple of Scriptures before us this morning that have to do with exactly this: Wisdom.  

King Solomon, the writer of the book of Proverbs, has some things to teach us about wisdom. 

And, according to writer James, there are two kinds.   

One kind of wisdom is pure, pure, peaceable. It is gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. This kind of wisdom comes from above. And then, there is another kind of wisdom--which is earthly, unspiritual, and devilish. It does not come from above. 
According to Scripture, we do have a choice. Let’s take a closer look… 
“Real wisdom is a gift,” says Solomon,


one the wisest men of all times.

“Wisdom is a gift from God …

and it can be yours…

if you make your ear attentive to it 

and incline your heart to understanding.” 

This Old Testament reading for today, 

from the book of Proverbs, 

is classified as one of the “wisdom writings." 



together with the book of Job, 

Ecclesiastes, 

and a few selected Psalms. 

Scholars of the Bible claim that this book was directed, originally,

 to the young men of a high-social-class society

--as instruction on how to have the good life. 

This work is attributed to King Solomon,

whom we remember prayed for wisdom 

in his own long reign as king of Israel.


He prayed once at Gibeon 

when the Lord appeared to him by night, saying, 

"Ask what I shall give you." 

And although he was "a child," 

Solomon chose to pray for wisdom, saying: 

"Give thy servant an understanding mind to govern thy people that I may discern between good and evil: for who is able to govern this, thy great people?"

It so pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked for this 
- not for riches or long life, 
but for a discerning mind. 
So, "Behold," said the Lord, "I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you ... I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor ... and if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, then I will lengthen your days" (1 Kings 2:10-14).
As we can see,

there is risk in reading Proverbs in isolation… 
for, as we know,
wisdom does not always open doorways 
to success, properity, and a long life. 
But there is something important to be gained from this reading,

and that point is this: 
When we pray for wisdom and seek it earnestly, 

God will grant us wisdom.

As Bible scholars ourselves,

we read about wisdom in the light of God's full counsel, 
which includes New Testament Scripture,



and we get an even deeper, fuller understanding 

of what it means to be wise… 

for to be wise is to live for Christ, 
the “Living Word,” 
whom God has made 
to be our wisdom. 
We hear this message from James,

the author of this morning’s New Testament reading.

And who exactly is this person “James”
—that we should listen to him?

Well, besides being the brother of Jesus 
--he was a strong leader in the early church.

He was among those 

who saw the RISEN Christ. 
Scripture teaches us 

that the Risen Christ appeared to Peter, 
the 500, to James,

and all the apostles. 

We are also taught, 
in the book of Galatians,

that James, brother of Jesus, 
was one of the first three pillars 
of the early church:

James, Peter, and John. 
It just might be significant 

that James was listed first.
Not only did Jesus’ brother James see the RISEN Christ 

serve as the first pillar of the early church in Jerusalem,


he was “on the inside”

and knew everything that took place.

For instance, when Paul showed up in Jerusalem following his conversion, 

he visited Simon Peter for fifteen days 

and saw none of the apostles other than James, 

the Lord’s brother. (Galatians 1:18-19)

And then,

when Peter miraculously escaped from prison, 
it was James that he wanted informed
 as to what happened (Acts 12:17). 

When the first Christians in Jerusalem 
were arguing about whether or not 
Gentile men needed to be circumcised, 
it was James who guided the answer (Acts 15:13ff).

And when Paul arrived in Jerusalem with a fistful of money 
--to give to the poor in Jerusalem, 
it was James who met him at the door 
and advised him to first go 
and cleanse himself at the temple (Acts 21:18ff.) 

…all this is to say that James, brother of Jesus, important leader of the early church,
is well qualified to instruct others about wisdom and we would do well to listen to him.

James begins his letter

with a question, 

directed to both the early church 

and to us, asking:

 “Who is wise and understanding among you?”

But before we can answer the question, we need to know:

What exactly is wisdom?

Well, as I said to the children,

the word is not defined in the Bible.

In both the New and Old Testament, though, 
the word is always associated with having certain characteristics, 

such as: maturity, 
knowing how to best approach the problems 
that arise in life,

and acting accordingly.

Clearly, being wise involves much more 

than “knowing stuff:”
It has more to do with how we live our lives:
Show by your good life that your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom,

James teaches. 

Wisdom that gives birth to gentleness.

It sounds like something every person could benefit 

from having more of.

.

Exactly how does one get this thing called “wisdom”?

Well, for starters, 

one would be wise to pray for it…as Solomon did
….for wisdom is 
a gift from God: 
“If any of you is lacking in wisdom, 
James said earlier in his letter,

ask God, who gives to all  generously and  ungrudgingly, 
and it will be given you.”

The promise has been made.

So…how will we know that our prayer has been answered?

In other words, what does wisdom look like?

Well, it so happens 

that James as described it for us, saying:

“The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.” 
Right away, we see Jesus


--who, of course,

had  all of these traits. 
The Bible informs us 

that even as a child,

our Lord was full of the Spirit and wisdom 

and that he grew in the favor of God. 

When he was fully grown,

he began to teach what wisdom is like 

through the telling of stories,
making sure to mention 
that that whoever hears his sayings 
and does them 

is like a wise man who built his house on the rock,  and when the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.  

Once, when the disciples asked Jesus what the kingdom of heaven is like,

 he answered in this way: 
"The kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were wise , and five were foolish. Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 

To be wise, then,

is to be ready (at all times) 

for the Master’s return.

Every time Jesus spoke, 

the people were astonished 

at his teachings 

---for he taught them as one having authority, 

and not as the scribes. 

Toward the end of his life on earth,

Jesus sent his disciples 
out into the world 
to teach others, 

and before he sent them,

he instructed them to be wise, saying:

"Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. 

Each time Jesus spoke,

people were amazed and asked, 
“Where did Jesus get all this wisdom?” (Matthew 13:54)

We know that it came from above...

And the first step to obtaining such a gift 

is a desire to follow and imitate God 
as He has revealed Himself in Jesus Christ 
--without self-reliance 
and especially not in a spirit of pride. 
And when we see these virtuous traits in ourselves, 

then we know that we have received the kind of wisdom 

that comes from above. 

“Aim for wisdom; live in wonder,” a wise person once said.

Once upon a time there was an old man who lived on the outskirts of town. He had lived there so long that no one knew who he was or where he had come from. Some thought that he had been a very powerful king, but that was many years ago. Others suggested that he was once famous, rich, and generous, but he had lost everything. Still others said that he was once very wise and influential. There were even some who said he was holy. The children in the town, however, thought he was an old and stupid man and they made his life miserable. They threw stones at his windows, left dead animals on his front porch, destroyed his garden, and yelled nasty words at him at every opportunity.

Then one day, one of the older boys came up with an idea to prove once and for all that those who thought he was a former king, or rich, famous, and generous, or wise and influential, and most especially those who considered him holy were all wrong. No, he truly was just a stupid old man. The boy knew how to catch a bird in a snare. He told his friends that he would catch the bird and together they would go to the old man's home and knock on the door. When the man would answer the boy would ask, "Old man, do you know what I have hidden behind my back?" Now he might guess that it is a bird, but with the second question I will get him. I will ask him if the bird is alive or dead. If he says dead, I will allow the bird to go free, but if he says the bird is alive, I will crush it to death with my hands. Either way he will prove he is only a stupid old man.

The children thought it was a great plan. Thus, the older boy caught the bird and together they went off to the old man's house and rudely knocked on the door. The man opened the door and seeing the large gathering of children realized something was up. The boy spoke quickly, "Old man, do you know what I have hidden behind my back?" The old man looked at the children one by one and out of the corner of his eye he saw a white feather fall to the ground. He answered, "Yes, I do. It's a white bird."

The children's eyes grew large. How could he know it was a white bird? Maybe the people in town were right all along. The older boy was not to be deterred from his goal and quickly asked the second question. "Well that was a good guess, but is the bird alive or dead?" Again, the old man looked with sad eyes at each of the children. Finally his eyes met those of the boy. He answered, "That depends on you; the answer is in your hands."1

Certainly, the old man was filled with wisdom and knowledge. 
Not only could he "outwit" the children, 
at their own game, 
he was wise (and caring) enough 
to teach them an important lesson

using insight and kindness. 

It can be said that wise persons are both strong and gentle.

….And that they know how to keep their life in order. 

So who is wise and understanding among us? 

The answer is now clear:

It is those whose lives reveal Jesus Christ.  

Even with tears in their eyes they still manage to say and believe: "Everything’s going to be ok.
We know that this is true

because we have something more precious than silver,

something more costly than gold,



something more beautiful than diamonds…  

…and that something is a someone 
--Jesus Christ, 


who is lives in and through us. 
--In and through him,

true wisdom is personified! 

Nothing else compares 
with this great gift!

Alleluia and Amen!

There is an insert in our worship bulletin 
that will give us opportunity 

to proclaim this message in song. 

It is entitled More Precious than Silver Let us sing is through 3 times...
