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Sermon “Loving like the Little Brown Dog”
Scriptures:  II Corinthians 4:1-10
[Paul writes] Therefore, since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God's word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' sake. For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 

1 John 4:7-17

[John writes] Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love . God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 

Introduction:  If we were to do a search on the internet, we would find approximately 121 million web-sites that that have the word “love” as one of their key words. I don’t know who it was that came up with this figure but it is obvious that everyone is in search of love. 
Some have never experienced it. Some have had it and lost it. And all would agree that true love is hard to find--and even harder to hold onto. 

The sad reality is, the persons we love either move away or pass away. And every time it happens our hearts are broken again. Sometimes the pain seems more than we can bear. 
The day may even come when we even begin to question if the age-old saying is really true: 
Is it really better to have loved and lost than to have never loved at all?  

There is a story that describes the dilemma well: “The Story of the Little Brown Dog.”
So, the question is still before us: Is it better to have loved and lost than to never have loved at all? 
The writers of this morning’s Scripture readings have some thoughts to share with us. Let’s take a closer look… 
Love.
What exactly is it?


The world continues 

to try and come up with 

adequate definitions.

Philosophical theologians 
apply descriptive words like: 
self-determining, omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent, 

immutable, infinite, transcendent, and holy.  

And though we know (in our heads) 
that all of these are grounded in good reasoning, 
they are really not very helpful to us.

Songwriters are not giving up either.
Love is a Many Splendored Thing.

Love Makes the World Go Round.

Can’t Buy Me Love.

All You Need is Love.

These are all good,

but they are not adequate either.
Poets keep trying too


One even came right out and asked the question: 
“How Do I Love Thee?” 




and then answered 

with “Let me count the ways.”
But the truth is…

no songwriter, no poet and no philosopher 

will ever be able 

to come up with an adequate definition


of the word, 

love…
...because 
there is only one definition that is adequate


--and that definition is located in the Holy Bible.
It was placed there almost 2000 years ago

by the apostle John,

who by the way, 
is known as the apostle of love.

Love. 

It was clearly John’s most favorite subject…
for it was he who successfully defined it 
with the three small words: 
“God is love.” 
Other Scripture writers
have expounded upon it, 
using adjectives,
and all would agree 

that God’s love 
is first of all,

“unconditional.” 
It is the kind that brings forth caring 
--no matter what we have done

--or not done. 
For the truth is, 

God loved us first
--even before we were capable of knowing 
that such a thing as love 

existed.

“We love because he first loved us.” 

And what else can we know 

about this love 
who is God?

The Bible teaches us 
that God's love is also 

personal.
As Gary read for us, 

“Love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.” 

God abides in everyone who believes.

God makes his home in each of us.

This tells us that God’s love is both broad and personal.

[pause]

C.K. Chesterton seems to have understood this truth when he said, 
“All people matter. You matter. I matter. It’s the hardest thing in theology to believe.”

….as did the early church father, Augustine, who insightfully wrote: 
“God loves each one of us, as if there were only one of us.” 
[pause]

Unconditional,
broad 

and personal. 
These are words that the writers of Scripture would all agree

describe God, 

who is Love:

And because God’s love is proven,
it is also sacrificial: 
John explained it this way:

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son that whosover believeth in him shall not perish but have everlasting life."  
There is no greater love than this:
to give up one’s own life so others can live.

And this makes the love of God also transformational

--life-changing. 
God's love is definitely not passive. 
It’s the opposite: 

God’s love is active. 
A creative person once illustrated it this way: 
The Parable of the Pit:

A traveler fell into a deep pit and couldn’t get out. Several people came along and saw him struggling in the pit. The sensitive person said, “I feel for you down there.” The reflective person said, “It’s logical that someone would fall into the pit.” The interior designer said, “I can give you ideas on how to decorate your pit.” The judgmental person said, “Only bad people fall into pits.” The curious person said, “Tell me how you fell into the pit.” The legalist said, “I believe you deserve your pit.” The IRS agent said, “Are you paying taxes on this pit?” The self-pitying person said, “You should have seen my pit.” The Zen Buddhist said, “Just relax and don’t think about the pit.” The optimist said, “Cheer up! Things could be worse.” The pessimist said, “Be prepared! Things will get worse.” Jesus, seeing the man, took him by the hand and lifted him out of the miserable pit.

And this is exactly 

what God expects 

each of us 

to do:
Love actively, 

in ways that change lives 

and save souls.

 …for…

this is what God’s love does for us:
—it changes us from the inside out!

God’s love makes us better persons 

--much better than we ever thought we could be… 
…persons whose very lives 

proclaim to the world

that 
“God is love”
…but only IF the words make it 
from our head to our heart,

 that is! 
It’s a journey that each of us must make 

in order to feel truly loved 

and be transformed.

“Jesus loves me…” 

the children sing

--but only those who come to believe it in their hearts 




will become Christians.

For unless a child experiences the love of Christ...

these are just words… 

[give ex. of teenager not feeling loved in her heart—

eye contact, undivided attention, nurturing touch] 
[pause]
But, 

as we all know, 

 

children aren’t the only ones 

who have difficulty feeling loved!

Persons of all ages 
struggle to really believe that they are loved.
[pause]

And it takes courage


to enter into meaningful relationships 

and risk having our hearts broken 

again….
God will help us, though.

As Paul said to Timothy,

“for God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”

These words are for us, as well,

God has given us everything we need
to love like the little brown dog..

who loved life with the greatest of joy

--who deeply desired to love and be loved,



and who lived his life in accordance with that desire.

 As Paul said, 

“We may be afflicted but we are not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; because the life of Jesus is made visible in us.” 

The loving and the losing,


the heartbreak after heartbreak,



will purify us 

just as it did the little brown dog. 

God’s light will shine out of the darkness, 

and we will see deeply into the heart of God, 

who is Love. 
God has promised to never forsake or abandon us

…and His love will abide in us forever!


Knowing this can give us the courage 

to open our hearts again

--to God’s amazing gift of love. 
There is an African prayer 
that will help us take 
that first step 
once again:
Let us pray: 

Oh, God enlarge our hearts 

That they may be big enough to receive the greatness of your love. 

Stretch our hearts that they  may take in those among and around us. 

Stretch our hearts that we may take in even those who are not lovely               in our  eyes—including those whose hands we do not want to touch, 

Through Jesus Christ our savior we pray. Amen. 

