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Sermon: “The Garden of Life”

Matthew 13:24-30; 34-43
He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25 but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away.  26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well.  27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?'  28 He answered, 'An enemy has done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?'  29 But he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them.  30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.'"  

Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables; without a parable he told them nothing. 35 This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet: 

"I will open my mouth to speak in parables;

I will proclaim what has been hidden from the foundation of the world."   

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field." 

37 He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man;  38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one,  39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels.  40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.  41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!  

Introduction: We have just heard Jesus’ parable of the wheat and the weeds (also referred to as tares in other Bible translations.) 

We can relate--even though none of us here today are actually farmers. We are all gardeners, though--whether we have one flowerbed outside our apartment door or an elaborate field of flowers in our backyard.

Talk about back yard of parsonage.

…front yard of parsonage.

…both yards are lovely and nurturing

…plot of land at corner—a different story: 

Leroy knows what I am talking about.

No matter how hard we try, we can’t seem to keep the weeds out.

When we arrived…cherry apple plant—spotty, struggling to survive

Corners of businesses around time had beautiful borders on their corners 

(describe rows of vibrant colors)

So, over the past 4 years, Jim and I have tried to do a variety of things with that piece of land:

--plugging in more cherry apple plants

--added row of flowers along the brick wall

--planted agapanthus at both ends of the wall

--added short palms

--arranged stepping stones in form of a cross, lined it with alyssum, 

which, itself, is considered a weed by some gardeners

--added some perennials for color

Nothing we do seems to help much.

Weed killer doesn’t kill the devil grass,

and there aren’t enough hours in the week to stay on top of it.

And so, we keep trying
—for we believe that our church property is a reflection of who we are—an oasis



--an oasis for the whole community to enjoy.

How true it is, 

as Henry Mitchell, author of several gardening books, has said, 

that:  Almost any garden, if you see it at just the right moment,

can be confused with paradise.

As insightful as this statement is,

Mitchell was certainly not the only or the first person to see gardens 

as metaphors for something more.
"To cultivate a garden is to walk with God" –wrote 18th century author, Christian Bovee.

And it was French poet M. Aumonier, who said:
“We come from the earth,

we return to the earth,

and in between we garden.
"When the world wearies

and society ceases to satisfy

There is always the garden." 
..to which author John Keats would add:

"…When thou art weary, I'll find thee a bed of mosses and flowers to pillow thy head..."

Well, as we have heard in this morning’s parable, we know that Jesus understands. 

He knows how much we love our fields and our gardens, and he understands how frustrating it is to have weeds grow up among our wheat. 

But as we also know, the parables are not actually about things like weeds and wheat, at all. 

They are about bigger and greater things…like life, church, and the kingdom of God. 

Let’s take a closer look… 

Just as 

it is oftentimes hard to tell the difference 

between a good plant and a bad plant 

in our gardens and wheat fields,




it’s hard to tell the difference 

between the good and bad ones 

in life

--even within the church,




which Jesus calls 

the Kingdom of heaven.

Perhaps this is why Jesus says that we should just wait


--and let him do the weeding out



--at the end of times.

As my favorite preacher Barbara Brown Taylor says,

“Turn us loose with our machetes,


and there is no telling what we will chop down…



meaning to be good servants,




we go out to do battle with the weeds





and end up standing in a pile of wheat.”

Staying with the metaphor for as while:

 
Jesus says,

“Leave the weeds and wheat alone,”




“let them both grow together.”

…a clear indication that 

he doesn’t share our obsession 

for a perfectly groomed garden.

What Jesus is really concerned about is 

the growing process.

Who knows? 

Some of those plants that look like weeds 

may actually turn out to be wheat in the end.

Let’s be patient

and give them all a chance.

After all, it’s God, not us, who owns the field.

And this is why 

the Master Gardener 

says “no.”

…for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.'"  

We see now that this parable is also about 

harvest time

--also known as the day of judgment



when all people 

(the living and the dead)

will gather before the Lord 







to hear where they will spend 

eternity.

It’s part of our future 

that we’d rather not think about



--the source of much anxiety 

among those who call themselves Christians.

Even our founding father John Wesley


struggled with it.

For most of the earlier part of his life as a preacher


he was never really sure 

whether he was wheat 

or tare. 

The fifteenth child in his family, 

John Wesley was raised 

in a religiously strict home. 

He was educated at Oxford 

and ordained as a deacon 

in the Anglican Church. 

In 1735 he left England as a missionary to America 

to preach to the native American Indians. 

As we recall, 

this missionary effort was a complete failure, 

and he was a defeated man. 

Coupled with his inability to overcome sin 

in his own personal life, 

Wesley began to reevaluate 

his actual state before God. 

His whole life, 

he had watched against all sin,
 

whether in word or deed.

In 1730, he began visiting the prisons; 

assisting the poor and sick in town; 

and doing what other good he could

… to the bodies and souls of all men. 

To this end he [quote]

abridged himself of all superfluities, 

and many that are called necessaries of life.…

Yet the time came, 

after continuing some years in this course, 

when John Wesley apprehended himself to be near death,


and saying:

“I could not find that all this gave me any comfort or any assurance of acceptance with God.”

It was years later 

before John Wesley gained the assurance 

that he was truly saved.

And when that assurance finally came


it wasn’t the result 

of anything he, himself,

said or did:

It was a gift from God.

And once he had it,

John Wesley spent the remainder of his days



(as did the apostle Paul)

warning his fellow Christians 

of  "the mystery of iniquity" 

and how it works against 

"the mystery of godliness."



in thousands of ways




in the Churches 

--just as tares 

grow up with the wheat 

in the kingdom of heaven


which Jesus has taught us in the parable 

we have heard today. 

It seems that God is allowing a mixed field,

          and whether or not we understand it

                    God asks us to endure it

                            --in both the church and the world.

But we can be sure that enduring it 

is not a call to passivity.

It is instead a call to strenuous activity.

It is not easy being wheat,

              especially with so many weeds competing for the soil.

But what the Master Gardener seems to want us to know

               is that the best and only real solution to evil 

                      is to bear good fruit.

Our job in this mixed field 

         is not to let the enemy win 

                by devoting all our attention and energy 

                             to the destruction of the weeds,

but rather to mind our own business --which is to be about the business 

                      of reconciling the world to Jesus Christ.

If we will devote our time and energy 

              to the practice of unconditional love

                     God will take care of the rest

                             --the harvest, the reapers

                                     and the fire.

So…

let us pray for the gift of assurance of salvation 

so that we do not have to worry that we are weeds 

--and concentrate on becoming 

the best we can be in this life. 

Who knows? 

Our influence may result in some of the weeds turning into wheat. 

Such miracles do happen—even today. 

And as we know, 

all things are possible with God.

So let us stay true to our roots and to the one who planted us.

The truth is, 

the righteous 

do not have to wait until the harvest 

to shine like the sun!

Even today, 

we can begin to be “shining lights” for Jesus Christ 

in the world around us. 
Let anyone with ears listen!  

