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Sermon: “Prediction #5 for 2011: There Will Still be God-Anointed Preaching”

Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 & 2:1-6
Paul, to the Church at Corinth

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written,

"I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength. 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord." 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 

Introduction: 

So, the prediction for today is #5: “In the year 2011, There Will Still be God-Anointed Preaching.” Out of the predictions that we’ve looked at thus far, this may be the hardest one to prove. 
What is God-anointed preaching, and who gets to decide? Is there anyway we can know for sure whether or not a preacher is “anointed”?
Well, there are lots of preacher stories out there—maybe these will help get us started…
There’s one story about the pastor whose son was watching him write a sermon. 

"How do you know what to say?" the little boy asked. 

"Why, God tells me." 
"Oh, then why do you keep crossing things out?"

If we have to cross words out when we are writing our sermon, does this mean that our preaching is not God-anointed?

What is nobody likes our preaching…

as it was with this new minister
—who stood at the church door greeting the members as they left the Sunday morning service. 
He had worked very hard on his sermon, and most of the people were very complimentary, telling the new minister how much they liked his message, except for one man who said, "The was a very dull and boring sermon, pastor."
A few minutes later, the same man showed up in line again and said, "I don't think you did much preparation for your message."

And then, as the pastor was preparing to go home, the same man appeared a third time saying, "You really blew it. You didn't have a thing worth saying."

Well, understandably, the minister could stand it no longer. He went to one of the members of the worship committee and inquired about the man.

"Oh, don't let that guy bother you," the worship committee member said. "He's a little slow. All he does is go around repeating whatever he hears other people saying." 
[pause]

So, does this mean that his preaching was not God-anointed—because nobody liked it?

++++++
Or, what about this? 
A cowboy went to church one Sunday. When he entered, he saw that he and the preacher were the only ones present. And when the preacher asked him if he wanted him to go ahead and preach, the cowboy said, "I'm not too smart, but if I went to feed my cattle and only one showed up, I'd feed him." 

So the minister began his sermon. One hour passed, then two hours, then two-and-a-half hours. The preacher finally finished and came down to ask the cowboy how he had liked the sermon. 

The cowboy answered slowly, "Well, I'm not very smart, but if I went to feed my cattle and only one showed up, I sure wouldn't feed him all the hay."

Can we say that the preaching of a pastor who is long-winded is not anointed either?
++++++

Maybe what George Burns said be true: 
That the secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good ending; and to have the two as close together as possible.                   
But how can we know for sure? Every church wants a pastor whose preaching is God-anointed!

Writer Paul has something to say about this. Let’s take a closer look…

According to Paul,


what matters is not the style 
or the length of the sermon.
And he, of all preachers, should know.

because he had come face to face with the risen Christ

--on the road to Damascus, and yet, when he arrived at the church in Corinth,

he did so in weakness and in fear 

and in much trembling. 

My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, Paul said, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 

So what would this look like

—this preaching that demonstrates the Spirit and power of God?

One thing we know for sure, 

it doesn’t sound like smart-talk.
We all know what smart-talk is


--don’t we?

It’s talking that sounds good


--but doesn’t mean a thing.

Paul identifies it 

as the use of lofty words.
It is the kind of talk 

that makes listeners feel ignorant


--after all,

the person sounds 

so very intelligent!

But according to Paul, such talk is boastful it seeks to build up 

the self.

"If you’re going to boast,” says Paul,

boast in the Lord." 

And then, 

he goes on to define for us 

what it means 

to boast in the Lord.

He begins by recalling 
his own preaching among them, 

reminding them

that he came not as a Greek philosopher

trained in the latest oratorical methods 
employing impeccable logic 
and persuasive appeals. 
Nor did he pretend 
to be someone he was not. 
What he had to say 
were not his own brilliant insights 
but rather,

God's revelation about Jesus Christ 
which had been given him by the Spirit of God. 
This was something 

that those who professed to be wise in the world 
were not able to understand

because in order to be wise in the Spirit 
a person needs 
humility.


One day, Charlie Brown stopped by Lucy's booth and noticed that the "Doctor" was in. He shared his problem with her, and she replied; "The whole trouble with you is that you're wishy-washy." So Charlie asked her, "What's the difference between being wishy-washy and being humble?" Lucy pointed at him and said, "You are wishy-washy. I am humble." 
Like Lucy, 
we too can easily misunderstand 

the meaning of humility. 
For, 

if we boast that we are humble,



then we are certainly not!  

It all comes down to

--who gets the glory.

Persons who think they are wise, 

are not


--because they are not giving credit 

where credit is due.

And,

the other problem is

those who think they are wise,

are no longer teachable. 

The Spirit of God 

has much to teach us 
…but in order to receive, 
we must be open


to new ideas.

If we believe 

that we already have all the answers



nothing short 

of getting hit over the head


will convince us otherwise. 

The story is told of a young man went for a walk to meditate. Before long, he found himself in a field of ripe pumpkins. Also in the field happened to be a great acorn tree. The young man observed the tiny acorns hanging down from gigantic branches of the tree. Then he glanced at the enormous pumpkins on the tiny vines. He meditated for a while, and then said to himself, "God made a mistake. He should have put the tiny acorns on tiny vines and the great pumpkins on the great branches." Pondering God's apparent mistake the young man took a nap and fell fast asleep under the tree. A short time later he was awakened as a tiny acorn struck his nose. He rubbed his bruised nose and wondered, "Maybe God was right after all."

Perhaps this is the message 

Paul was trying to get across 

to the church at Corinth 

on the day 

he wrote this letter


--that God’s wisdom goes far beyond



the reasoning of human beings

--that when we pride ourselves 

in thinking that we could do better than God,


we deceive ourselves,

and we miss 

true wisdom.



But apparently, 

Paul’s preaching was met 
not with negative remarks,

like the new minister in our opening story,

but with ridicule. 
His message made no sense to the listeners


--because they were thinking with their heads



--and what God wants us to do

is believe 

with our hearts.
As we have heard in today’s Scripture reading,

what Paul’s hearers found particularly objectionable 
was his reference to the cross. 
It just didn’t make sense to those people at all!
How could something so degrading and shameful


be a good thing?

Paul tried to explain, saying: 
“To us who are being saved, the cross is the power of God."

You see,

Paul's own kindred, 
the Jews, 
interpreted the cross as foolishness. 
Even though they longed for the Messiah to come, 
their concept of who he was to be 
did not match Paul's. 
The common image of the Messiah 
was that of a new King David, 
a mighty warrior 
who would deliver the people 
from their oppressors. 
Surely, 
the Messiah would not be a man 
who was sentenced to die upon the cross 
like common criminal!

And the Jews weren’t the only ones who though this way:

The Greeks thought the cross was foolishness, too.

These men of wisdom, 
who were skilled in debate and endless discussion 
about the nature of the gods, 
were sure of one thing: 
that gods would never defile themselves 
by becoming human. 
It didn’t make sense that a god could be both divine and human.

And it certainly didn’t make sense 

that a god would allow human beings 
to torture him and put him to death upon a cross. 
Jesus could not possibly be 

the Son of God.

Well, despite the opposition, 
a strange thing happened 
wherever Paul announced the good news. 
There were always some people, both Jews and Greeks, 
who responded to the message of the cross 



believing that…

God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, 
and God's weakness is stronger 
than human strength."
So, why did God work out his plan in this manner? 
Why does God seemingly use 
the  seemingly foolish persons of the world 
to bear witness to the Lord's kingdom, power and glory?

Take John Bunyan, for example:

In the eyes of the world, 

he was a fool. 
Born in 1619 to a poor family near Bedford, England, his formal education was meager, consisting of only two years. After serving in Oliver Cromwell's army for a few years, he returned home to follow his father's humble trade, a mender of pots and pans. In 1648 he married a devout woman who eventually guided him to a personal experience of Christ. In short time he became a Baptist preacher. But despite his ready acceptance among the common people of Bedford, his life was never easy. His ardent Puritan preaching soon offended the Church of England officials. As a result, he was imprisoned in the Bedford jail in 1660 for preaching without a license and remained there for 12 years. While in prison, he began writing a book, The Pilgrim's Progress, which went on to become a work of art:

In this extraordinary story, 

Bunyan depicts 
a man leaving his family with a book in his hand and a heavy burden on his back. He meets a person by the name of Evangelist-- who advises him to flee the City of Destruction and points him to the Wicket Gate. Along the way he meets numerous colorful characters: friends, such as Faithful and Hopeful; and foes, such as Worldly Wiseman, Hypocrisy and Giant Despair. He makes his way along the road confronted by one obstacle after another. All the time he is weighed down by the heavy burden he is carrying on his back. At last he comes to the cross. In one of the most unforgettable scenes depicting human liberation from the burden of sin, Bunyan explains what happens: "Just as the person named Christian approaches the cross, his burden comes loose from his shoulders, falls from his back, and begins to tumble, and continues to do so-- till it comes to the mouth of the sepulchre, where it falls in, and he sees it no more."
Bunyan's own dynamic source of strength,


it would appear, 
was rooted in the cross.

In his own life, it was the wisdom of the cross 

It was the wisdom of the cross

that enabled him 
to endure persecution

and set him free… 
I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom,

Paul said.

For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified.
So , can we correctly conclude 

that this is what the term God-anointed preaching 

actually means

--to preach the message 

of Jesus Christ crucified ? 
According to Paul, 

this is what it means.

We know this, 

because later in his letter,

Paul goes on to say…

Even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.
The words he uses are strong language.
And he goes on to confront 

any who may doubt his words:

For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? 
For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ. 

Well,


this pretty much answers 

our opening questions:
Can preaching be God-anointed even if the pastor has to scratch out words when he or she is writing it?

Can preaching be God-anointed even if no one likes it?

According to Paul,


the message about the cross 

is the power of God

to us who are being saved.

And this is why 

I, in my sermon messages,

do not shy away 

from preaching about the cross.

Did you know that there are preachers 

who are asked by their congregations


not to talk about such things?

I heard of one church who,


when it came time to get a new pastor,



asked for one 

who would not preach from the Bible.

What they wanted to hear 
were 

the words of theologians,


the thoughts of philosophers




--and words of insight
from world-renowned gurus.
I, personally,

would never even consider 

such an assignment:

--for my whole life is in Christ Jesus, 

who became for us 

wisdom from God, 

and righteousness 

and sanctification 

and redemption.

Once we’ve experienced the love of Christ,

we no longer worry 

about looking foolish in the eyes of the world

---because 

what appears to be foolishness




is actually wisdom.

And those that the world considers weak

are actually strong.

It doesn’t have to make sense.

Love hardly ever does. 

But once we’ve experienced it,

we are set free

and we want the world to know
--we want to pass it on.
So now, 

let’s respond to today’s message 
by singing the hymn 
that bears that name:
It’s on p. 572 of our Hymnal, 

                                                 Pass it on.

