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Sermon “Holy, Holy, Holy”
Scriptures:

Isaiah 6:1-8  Isaiah’s Vision of the Lord

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and said:

"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory." 

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. And I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out." Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!" 

Revelation 4:1-10

John’s Vision of the Lord

After this I looked, and there in heaven a door stood open! And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this." At once I was in the spirit, and there in heaven stood a throne, with one seated on the throne! And the one seated there looks like jasper and carnelian, and around the throne is a rainbow that looks like an emerald. Around the throne are twenty-four thrones, and seated on 

the thrones are twenty-four elders, dressed in white robes, with golden crowns on their heads. Coming from the throne are flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and in front of the throne burn seven flaming torches, which are the seven spirits of God; and in front of the throne there is something like a sea of glass, like crystal.

Around the throne, and on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature with a face like a human face, and the fourth living creature like a flying eagle. And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and inside. Day and night without ceasing they sing,

"Holy, holy, holy,

the Lord God the Almighty,

who was and is and is to come." 

And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to the one who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall before the one who is seated on the throne and worship the one who lives forever and ever; they cast their crowns before the throne, singing, 

"You are worthy, our Lord and God,

to receive glory and honor and power,

for you created all things,

and by your will they existed and were created."

Introduction:

He was just a little boy,
On a week's first day.
Wandering home from Sunday school,
And dawdling on the way.
 
He scuffed his shoes into the grass;
He even found a caterpillar.                                                                                                            He found a fluffy milkweed pod
And blew out all the 'filler.'
 
 A bird's nest in a tree overhead,
So wisely placed up so high.
Was just another wonder,
That caught his eager eye.
 
A neighbor watched his zigzag course,
And hailed him from the lawn;
Asked him where he'd been that day
And what was going on.

'I've been to Sunday School,'
He said and turned a piece of sod.
He picked up a wiggly worm replying,
'I've learned a lot about God.'
 
“M'm, very fine way,' the neighbor said,
'for a boy to spend his time.'
'If you'll tell me where God is,
I'll give you a brand new dime.'
 
Quick as a flash the answer came!
Nor were his accents faint.
'I'll give you a dollar, Mister,
If you can tell me where God ain't.'
Clearly, God can be seen everywhere! If we take the time to stop and smell the roses, pick up wiggly worms and blow the fluff off milkweed pods!  

Today’s Bible readings show us another way God reveals himself to human beings—and that way is through visions.

Granted, not very many of us get the privilege of seeing God in this way

….but, thankfully, those who have have been willing to share their visions with others! 

One of those was the prophet Isaiah, whose words we have heard in today’s first Scripture reading.

Another was John, to whom God also revealed himself in a vision--some six centuries later.  

In both visions, God is seated on the heavenly throne and the angels are surrounding him singing: "Holy, holy, holy,

--Not just “holy”

Or “holy, holy”
But “holy, holy, holy!”

And the interesting thing is that these are the only two places in the whole Bible that the word “holy” is spoken three times in a row. 

Surely this is significant!

Lets take a closer look…
One of those times is from the OT 
and the other from the NT. 
In both passages, 

God’s glory shines brilliantly!

 In the OT book--of Isaiah,
 God is glorified as the Lord of Hosts, 
and the whole temple is filled with his glory!

And in the NT book of Revelation, 
“the Lord God the Almighty” 
is revealed as the eternal One—
“who was and is and is to come." 

And why three times?

Well, on one level,

this question can be answered reasonably.

It was for emphasis!

Just as we modern-day writers 

have our ways of doing this.

When we want to emphasize something

we make our letters bold, 
or we underline them, 
or we write them with “all caps.”
The writers and speakers of ancient Hebrew 

had their own way of showing emphasis, as well:

They did it through repetition.
So, the angels would not have been content 
with saying, “Holy!”  
one time only.
Or even twice, saying  “Holy! Holy!” 
Nothing less than three times 
would have been enough—
So as it was:

The angels cried: “Holy! Holy! Holy!” 

Holy.

No other word can take its place.

It must be a very important word.
It has been noted 

 that the word is used 

over 650 times in the Scripture. 

This tells us 
that there is something very special 
about this word!

So let’s see what it actually means:

Holy.

The meaning is the same in both Hebrew and Greek

--it means sacred, 

and therefore,

set apart.
God is set apart from us. 
This means that there is a profound difference 
between God 
and those He has created. 
Only God is God. 

And God is our only hope. 

We see this in the vision of the prophet Isaiah

--whose words are included in our first Scripture reading: 
 “His encounter with the Living God

Took place in the year King Uzziah died. 
This, in itself, is important information
--because Uzziah is said to be one of the best kings 
Judah had ever had. 
Unlike many of his predecessors. 

he was a king with a heart for God. 
It is understandable then

that when Uzziah died, 
the nation was plunged into turmoil. 
A golden age in Israel’s history 
might be drawing to a close. 
A hugely important question 
lingered before the people of God:

Would they continue to walk with God 
or would they return to idolatry? 
No one knew what to expect.
And so,

in that one fateful moment, 
Isaiah was brought face to face with the living God. 

For our purpose today,

his experience can be summarized with these three words:

Worship, 

Confession, 

and Cleansing.
Worship 

I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, Isaiah wrote, and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 

And they were calling to one another: ’’Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 

This is worship in its purest form.

It is our reason for living.

According to the Westminster Catechism 

it is the chief end of man 

[and woman]

to glorify God and to enjoy him forever. 

What we do here each Sunday

 is our attempt at this.
We do what we can

to worship God 

in Spirit and in Truth.

Still, 

I can’t help but wonder

what our worship would be like

if we could just catch a glimpse God’s holiness for ourselves. 

Author Annie Dillard has her own idea about this.

She writes:

"On the whole, I do not find Christians, outside of the catacombs, sufficiently sensible of conditions. Does anyone have the foggiest idea what sort of power we so blithely invoke? Or, as I suspect, does no one believe a word of it? The churches are children playing on the floor with their chemistry sets, mixing up a batch of TNT to kill a Sunday morning. It is madness to [have our heads unprotected] in church; we should all be wearing crash helmets. Ushers should issue life preservers and signal flares; they should lash us to our pews. For the sleeping god may wake someday and take offense, or the waking god may draw us out to where we can never return. " 

Surely, 
if we, 
like Isaiah and the angels

could experience the holiness of God

we too would be moved to worship God 
passionately

with our whole selves

--heart, mind, body and spirit.  

The good news is: 

It doesn’t have to happen in church.

We can worship God any time, anywhere. 
We can worship God in the sanctuary

and we can worship God

in our homes.
Like the boy waling home from Sunday Schhool,

we can even worship God 
in the great outdoors. 
Wherever it happens, 

true worship should grip the mind and heart and soul. 
During the dark days of World War II, William Temple, then Archbishop of Canterbury, in a radio address to the people of England, declared, “This world can be saved from political chaos and collapse by one thing only, and that is worship.” 

He went on to define worship, saying:
“To worship is to awaken the conscience by the holiness of God, to feed the mind with the truth of God, to open the heart to the love of God, to devote the will to the purpose of God.”
 If this is what worship is, 
then worship is the very most important thing we do in life.
“Worship begins in this life and continues into the next,” 
says David Jeremiah,  pastor of Shadow Mountain Community Church  

in El Cajon: 

“If we do not enjoy worship in this life and make it a priority we should not look forward to being in heaven; because according to Scripture, that is what we will do-- forever and ever in the God’s holy presence—we will worship Him. 
And what kind of songs will we sing? 

Well, there are people in every church who are certain that we will all be singing the hymns that are in our own hymnal when we come before the Lord in heaven.
 Those who worship in churches that sing contemporary music would most likely make the same claim.
….which goes to show us that the only real important thing is


that we experience the presence of God in our worship

--whether it takes place in the sanctuary or in the great outdoors. 

And this leads us to the second part 

of  encounters with the Almighty:

Confession
’’Woe to me!” Isaiah cried. ’’I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 
Of all the things we might say 

about this magnificent passage, 

there is one thing 

that “hits home.”

We are all sinners.
Compared to his contemporaries,

he looked clean; 
but compared to God, 
he felt filthy. 

And that is why he cried out, 

“Woe is me!” 

If we could see god for who God really is, 

We too would say “woe is me!”
if we could see God 
for who He really is. 
Composer Reginald Heber 
captured this perfectly when he wrote,

Only thou art Holy-there is none beside thee. 
     Perfect in power, in love and purity.

And this leads us to the third part of Isaiah’s encounter with God:  Cleansing;

“Then”, said Isaiah, 

“one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 

With it he touched my mouth and said, ’’See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

This is what Christ has done for us


--made us clean.

[expound on his death on the cross]
So, this is what happens when we encounter the Holy One. 
We worship 

We confess

And we are cleansed.
So, the question we have before us now is this:

How will we be changed?

How will our day to day lives be changed by once we encounter the living God ourselves?
First of all, 

it will begin with a new respect for God: 

· new respect for God’s name [expound]
--and this will, in turn, lead to: 
· a new zeal to please Him 

· a new love for all God’s people 

· a new desire to study God’s word 

· a new hatred for sin 

· a new humility 

· new desire to serve the Lord 

· a new joy in worship 

· a new zeal for prayer 

· a new desire to tell others about the Lord 

· and a new reverence for life itself! 


When God’s holiness becomes a reality to us, 
we will never be the same again! 
Word has it 
that a college by the name of 
“Tennessee Temple University” 
has a two-word motto 
that  sums up what we will be like 
when our lives are changed by God. 
It consists of just two words:  
Distinctively Christian. 
It seems to me

that there is no better time than the present 
for us to take a personal inventory 
of how we are living our lives

and to commit to making
some very necessary changes:
…changes in the kind of entertainment we seek
changes in the way we use our time

in the way we spend our money

in the way we talk
in the way we do our job
in the way we treat others
in the way we represent Christ to the world.
Let us vow not be among those 

to whom contemporary author Ann Rice referred when she said:

I have stopped being a Christian. I still love Christ, but I can’t

stand Christians. 
Rather, 


let us be among those 

who take their relationship with God 

and Jesus Christ seriously.

For it has been revealed to us this very day
that the day will surely come 
when we will all stand before the Lord

together with Isaiah, and John 
and all the saints.
Before us will be a throne! And the one seated there will look like jasper and carnelian, and around the throne there is a rainbow that looks like an emerald. 

Angels will be there too

--surrounding the throne, 

and day and night 

they will sing without ceasing,

"Holy, holy, holy,

the Lord God the Almighty,

who was and is and is to come." 

And then we, 

together with all the living creatures, 

will give glory and honor and thanks 

to the one who is seated on the throne, 

who lives forever and ever.

And  we, together with all the saints

will cast our crowns 

before the throne and sing, 

"You are worthy, our Lord and God,

to receive glory and honor and power."

It could happen any time

When,  no one knows--only God himself.

But until that day,

we are to do the best we can to worship God



--and to respond to his call in our lives




--whatever that call may require of us.

Our part is to respond.

Thankfully, God does not call the qualified.



God qualifies the call.

We have a hymn in our hymnal that gives us opportunity to do exactly this


--to respond in obedience to God’s call in our lives.

Page 593 “Here I Am, Lord.”
Let us draw near to God..
as God draws near to us.

