19

Sermon: Prediction #1 for 2011 “The Bible Will Still Have All the Answers”

Scripture Readings:

Psalm 119:105-114

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

I have sworn, and I will perform it, that I will keep thy righteous judgments.

I am afflicted very much: quicken me, O LORD, according unto thy word.

Accept, I beseech thee, the freewill offerings of my mouth, O LORD, 

and teach me thy judgments.

My soul is continually in my hand: yet do I not forget thy law.

The wicked have laid a snare for me: yet I erred not from thy precepts.

Thy testimonies have I taken as an heritage for ever: 

for they are the rejoicing of my heart.

I have inclined mine heart to perform thy statutes always, even unto the end.

 I hate vain thoughts: but thy law do I love.

Thou art my hiding place and my shield: I hope in thy word.”
2 Timothy 3:10-17

“Now you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions, and my suffering the things that happened to me in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra. What persecutions I endured! Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. Indeed, all who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. But wicked people and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving others and being deceived. But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.” NRSV 
Introduction:
	


I received an e-mail toward the end of the year. It was entitled Top Ten Predictions for the Year 2011.  As you may recall, I listed these in the letter I included in our January newsletter. 

Now, obviously, it was written by a Christian ~ as an antidote to the feelings of uncertainty that prevail about the future. The point of the article seems to be: “With all the many rapid changes that are taking place in our world today there are some things we can count on remaining the same.” And she or he proceeded to list 10. 
We will take a closer look at the first “prediction” this morning, which is: “In the year 2011, the Bible Will Still Have All the Answers” and ask ourselves “Is it true?” Well one little boy certainly thought it was: 

He  approached by his father one day and told him proudly, I know what the Bible means!"  His father smiled and replied, "What do you mean, you 'know' what the Bible means?
The son replied, "I do know!"
"Okay," said his father. "What does the Bible mean?
"That's easy, Daddy..." the young boy replied excitedly,
"It stands for 'Basic Information Before Leaving Earth.'     

Well, it’s good to have information but we also need to know how to use it!
The story is also told of a young man who, filled with religious fervor, decided to use the Bible to direct every action in his life. The best way, he thought, would be to start every morning by randomly opening the Bible and pointing to whatever verse his finger landed on. So on that first morning, full of excitement, he opened the Bible and pointed, his finger coming to rest on Matthew 27:5. It said: “So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself.” Oh my, he thought, that can’t be right. So again he tried. He closed the Bible, opened it up again and his finger came to rest on Luke 10:37—it said “Go thou and do likewise”. 
...which goes to show that we not only need right answers. We also need to know the right questions to ask!
Let’s take a closer look…     

In today’s NT Scripture reading,

we hear Paul giving instructions to young Timothy.

It is clear that he wants Timothy to be effective as a pastor 
and as a leader in the rapidly growing church of his time. 
We know this because included in this letter 

are Paul’s instructions to Timothy

--to remember what he was taught as a child

and to continue his study of the Scriptures. 

Right away,


we see how very important the Scriptures are

…in that they will equip Timothy 




for the work God has called him to do.

“Easier said than done, though,” 

we might say.
This is true.

In God’s attempt to reach out to us

and communicate with human beings

there are many misunderstandings! 
The undeniable truth is:

the message is not always 

clear and straight-forward:
much of it does require interpretation.

…even though there are some bumper stickers out there 

that indicate that there are Christians who think differently:
Have you, by chance, seen the one that says:

God Said It. I Accept It. That Settles It. (?)
Well, this certainly doesn’t leave much room for interpretation,

now--does it?

Rather, it pretty much closes the door to all theological discussion!

And one can’t help but wonder 

about the spirit in which it was written 

and the attitude of the car-owner 

who displays such a message. 
Because the truth is:

The Bible is alive and moving


because God has breathed life into it. 

It is deep and wondrous!
And many of its truths are hidden deeply, 



beneath its many layers





--just waiting to be discovered.

To say, 

God Said It. I Accept It. That Settles It. 



leaves no room for discovery.

…which is the opposite of what we United Methodists 

claim as our Theological Task.
According to our Book of Discipline: 

Our task is to immerse ourselves in the biblical testimony,
 
to open our minds and hearts to the Word of God
 through the words of persons inspired by the Holy Spirit.

When we do this,

immerse ourselves in the Scripture, 
faith is born and nourished, 

and our understanding of God and life

grows and deepens.

We are richly blessed.

So,


Does the Bible have all the answers?

The answer that resonates 

as most true and genuine 

is this:
The Bible contains everything a person needs to know for his or her salvation. 

Scripture teaches us 

that salvation is both a one-time event



--this is justification



and on-going 
--this is sanctification. 

And the Bible also tells us what we need in order to have both:

Justification is what happens
at the very moment 

we first look to the cross 

and believe 
that Jesus Christ is the son of God.

Through faith 

we are saved 

by the grace of God

Salvation is the outcome of that one divine act 

whereby an infinitely Holy God 

judicially declares a believing sinner 

to be righteous 

and acceptable before Him 

...and in that very moment we are saved

because Christ has borne the sinner's sin on the cross 

and has become "our righteousness." 

Sanctification is the work of God within us.

It is the process by which we are being saved.

Jesus taught 
that the one who believes 

and is baptized 

will be saved 





…and this teaches us 

that action is required 

on the part of the believer.

Jesus also warned,

“Because of the increase of lawlessness,

the love of many will grow cold.  

But the one who endures to the end will be saved . 

This teaches us that it is indeed true, 
that the Bible does have the answers 
--on what we need to believe to be saved 
and how we are to live. 

It is the most important book a person could ever own


--and should be cherished as a valuable possession.

Martin Niemoeller,

a German pastor who opposed Hitler 
during World War II 
and thus spent much of the war in German prison camps,

later reported that the guards took everything from him 
except his Bible. 
After his release, 
Niemoeller gave this testimony: 
"What did this Book mean to me during the long and weary years of solitary confinement and then for the last four years in prison camp? The word of God was simply everything to me, comfort and strength, guidance and hope, master of my days and companion of my nights, the bread that kept me from starvation and the water of life that refreshed my soul." 

It has been said that 

other books have been written for our information 

but that the Bible was given for our transformation. 
And that any person who wants to be changed by the word of God will be changed…

for…

…transformation is what happens 
when we allow its message to live inside of us.

[tell about Jim’s mother—with Alzheimer’s]
The Bible is God-inspired, and if we listen to our heart we will know that this is true: 
No wonder IT HAS OUTLIVED ITS CRITICS 
AND ALL WHO HAVE ATTEMPTED TO DESTROY IT! 

Voltaire, French Philosopher and critic of the 18th century, 

was quoted as having stated 
that within 100 years the Bible would be a forgotten book. 
“One hundred years from my day there will not be a Bible in the earth,” he predicted—“except one that is looked upon by an antiquarian curiosity seeker." 
In America, we had our own Robert Ingersoll, a 19th century agnostic. 
He once held a Bible high in his hand and declared, 
"In fifteen years I will have this book in the morgue." 
Yet in fifteen years, 
Ingersoll was in the grave 
and the Bible was as powerful as ever. 

One of our Methodist Bishops of yesteryear, 
Bishop Gerald Kennedy, 
seems to have gotten it right, declaring:
"The Bible is the right book, because the Bible has the right questions, the Bible has the right answers, and the Bible gives us the right vision." 

So this is the ongoing challenge for the church
--to listen for those right questions, 

discover those right answers, 

and see that right vision." 

Our further challenge as Christians 

is to figure out 

how to best apply 
the truths of the Bible 
to our contemporary situations in life. 
This is what I do throughout each week 

as I prepare the upcoming sermon message.

First I ask myself: 

“What does the passage say?” 

Then I ask the question, 

“What did it mean to the original hearers of these words?”

Then I consider: “What does it mean for us today?”

…always asking myself this question 
so I can share it with you: 
“What is the good news in this?”

A wise person once said, 
"The Bible has news that is always 'new'' and always “good." 

As Christians, it is our call to discover and share that good news.
John Wesley, founder of the Methodist church,

had a particular notion about this. 

He believed in double-inspiration 
--that the Spirit of God not only inspired those who wrote it, 

but continually inspires and supernaturally assists 

those who read it with earnest prayer.

But in order for this to happen, 

we have to take our Bibles off the bookshelf,

dust them off, 

and open them.

There is no better time than now…


for we do not know what the future holds.

The story is told of a jazz musician by the name of Kurt Whalum who was scheduled to speak at a certain university.  He decided to add a little flair to his talk by quoting something from the Bible. But as he pulled his dusty, unused Bible off the shelf, a dead bug fell from its pages. And deep in his heart, Whalum heard God speak to him. The voice of God was telling him that he was spiritually just as dead as that bug. At that moment, Whalum committed himself to reviving his spiritual life through Bible study and prayer. 

Could it be that some of us 
could have a dead bug 
fall out of our Bibles?? 
Well, times have certainly changed.
We live in a world that allows very little time for reading—much less studying.

But it has not always been that way.
It has been noted 
that the first words John Wesley tried to read when he was a little boy

were from the Bible. 
As the story goes,

he was about five years old when his mother, Susanna, 
saw to it that each day John recited the Lord’s Prayer 
and memorized some verse of Scripture. 
This is the work our Sunday School teachers do 

with the children of our congregation.
How blessed we are to have such committed, 

dedicated Godly teachers in this church!

Even if the children don’t understand everything they are taught,


they are making wonderful memories 

that will keep them connected to God and one another


their entire lives.

A certain group of boys and girls was asked to summarize 
what they had learned from the Bible. 
Here is what they had learned: 
“Jesus is the star of the New Testament. He was born in Bethlehem in a barn. He had twelve opossums. The worst one was Judas Asparagus. 

“Jesus was a great man. He healed many leopards. But the sinners and all those bad people took Jesus to Pontius the Pilot. The pilot didn’t stick up for Jesus. Instead, he washed his hands. Anyway, Jesus died for our sins, and then he came back to life again. He went up to Heaven but will be back at the end of the Aluminum. His return is foretold in the book of Revolution.”

It sounds like they were doing their best to try and understand.

We laugh, 
but the truth is,

many adults wouldn’t do much better.

You may have seen that list on the Internet 
of signs that you are not reading your Bible enough. 
Just to name a a few: You are not reading your Bible enough if: 

1) You think Abraham, Isaac and Jacob may have had a few hit songs
 during the 60s.
2)       You become frustrated because Charlton Heston isn’t listed in either 
          the concordance or the  table of contents.

      3)    When you catch the kids reading the Song of Solomon, you demand: 
              “Who gave you this stuff?”

On a more serious note, 

An elderly man lived on a farm in the mountains of eastern Tennessee with his young grandson. Each morning, Grandpa was up early reading from his old worn‑out Bible. 

His grandson, who wanted to be just like him, tried to imitate him in any way he could. One day the grandson asked, “Papa, I try to read the Bible just like you but I don’t understand it, and what I do understand I forget as soon as I close the book. What good does reading the Bible do?” 

The grandfather quietly turned from putting coal in the stove and said, “Take this coal basket down to the river and bring back a basket of water.” 

The boy did as he was told, even though all the water leaked out before he could get back to the house. 

The grandfather laughed and said, “You will have to move a little faster next time,” and sent him back to the river with the basket to try again.

This time the boy ran faster, but again the basket was empty before he returned home. Out of breath, he told his grandfather that it was “impossible to carry water in a basket,” and he went to get a bucket instead. 

The grandfather said, “I don’t want a bucket of water; I want a basket of water. You can do this. You’re just not trying hard enough,” and he went out the door to watch the boy try again. 

At this point, the boy knew it was impossible, but he wanted to show his grandfather that even if he ran as fast as he could, the water would leak out before he got far at all. The boy scooped the water and ran hard, but when he reached his grandfather the basket was again empty. Out of breath, he said, “See Papa, it’s useless!” 

“So you think it is useless?” The old man said, “Look at the basket.” 

The boy looked at the basket and for the first time he realized that the basket looked different. Instead of a dirty old coal basket, it was clean. 

“Son, that’s what happens when you read the Bible. You might not understand or remember everything, but when you read it, it will change you from the inside out.” 

This is how God’s word works in our lives. 
It changes us from the inside out, 
purifying us and slowly transforming us 
into the image of God’s Son. 
Millions of Christians across the ages have testified that is what happened to them 
when they began to faithfully study the scriptures:

 



God revealed Godself to them: 
God showed them what He wanted them to do. 
A minister waited in line to have his car filled with gas just before a long holiday weekend. 

The attendant worked quickly, but there were many cars ahead of him. Finally, the attendant motioned him toward a vacant pump.   

"Reverend," said the young man, "I'm so sorry about the delay. 

It seems as if everyone waits until the last minute to get ready for a long trip." 

The minister chuckled, "I know what you mean. It's the same in my business" 

May we ourselves not wait until the last minute to get ready for our long trip to eternity
…for no one but God knows 

the day or time the Lord will come again

--to receive his own.

God will show us the way.

For Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.
God’s Word is a lamp unto our feet.

And a light unto our path.

Let us rejoice in this truth together 

as we sing the hymn 

that bears this name:

Thy Word is a Lamp, page 601 in our Hymnal.

