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Sermon for January 16, 2011
Title: “Jesus, Lamb of God”

Scripture: John 1:29-42

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, "Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.' I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel." And John testified, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God."   

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, "Look, here is the Lamb of God!"  The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.  When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, "What are you looking for?" They said to him, "Rabbi" (which translated means Teacher), "where are you staying?" He said to them, "Come and see." They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o'clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas" (which is translated Peter). 

Introduction:

“Look, here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!" John the Baptizer announced to the crowds that day as Jesus walked by. 

This happened the day after Jesus was baptized. All who were present that day saw it with their own eyes and heard it with their own ears: 
When Jesus came up out of the waters of the River Jordan, the Spirit of God descended upon him like a dove ~ and then that voice from heaven said to him: “You are my son, the Beloved, in whom I am well pleased.”
It didn’t take long for the word to get out—that this man, Jesus of Nazareth, was the Son of God.

John the Baptizer, being the prophet that he was, did not identify Jesus as the Son of God, though. Instead, he introduced him as the Lamb of God. 
Now…when we modern-day people hear the word, “lamb,” we usually think of one of two things: Either a cute, little sweet fluffy baby sheep—or delicious tender meat on a plate. Since I don’t eat lamb, I think of the first image, that of the cute, sweet fluffy baby sheep. It’s an image children in today’s society become familiar with at an early age. From nursery décor to nursery rhymes, lambs hold a permanent place in the surroundings of young children. Being named Mary, I heard a certain one quite often, as when people learned my name they asked, “Do you have a little lamb?”

Well, I didn’t back then, but I do now! I have a whole flock of lambs! YOU! And I love you very much. I would take you to school with me any day! 

But as it was, this idea of Jesus as cuddy companion is not what John the Baptizer was trying to get across to the crowds that day. By introducing Jesus as the Lamb of God, he had something entirely different on his mind. Let’s take a closer look…              

When John the Baptist

called Jesus “the Lamb of God”

he was prophesying
--identifying Jesus 

as the perfect and ultimate sacrifice for sin. 
The Jews of that day

would have known exactly 
what John was talking about
Even if they didn’t believe him
they would have understood the meaning 

behind  what he was saying.



They had heard it their whole lives

--in the reading of Holy Scripture



--their Hebrew Bible.

But not so for many of us.

In order for us to really understand 
what the phrase  “Lamb of God” 

 means,

we have to take a closer look

and move deeper
into the Scripture.

The Old Testament,


which is the Hebrew Bible,

foretells the coming of Christ 
as a “guilt offering.” 
A guilt offering was a special kind of sacrifice that could be estimated by money value.

The most well-known Scripture about sacrifice—one that we are familiar with
can be found in the book of Isaiah, chapter 53,




where the  “suffering servant”





is described. 

It begins like this:
 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,

yet he did not open his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,

and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,

so he did not open his mouth. 

By a perversion of justice he was taken away.

Who could have imagined his future?

For he was cut off from the land of the living,

stricken for the transgression of my people. 

 They made his grave with the wicked 

and his tomb with the rich, 

although he had done no violence,

and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. 

And then, the prophet continues on—

to give us 

the purpose of the Lamb’s suffering.

because he poured out himself to death,

and was numbered with the transgressors;

yet he bore the sin of many,

and made intercession for the transgressors. 

The Lamb of God paid the price for the forgiveness of the transgressors
…and this includes us.
Well said.

But how exactly does this work


--that giving of one’s self as a sacrifice


brings about the forgiveness of sins?

When we think of sacrifice

--in our own day and time,

       we tend to think of doing without something that has  importance to us

             --or giving up something

                  --like perhaps

we give part of our sack lunch 

to a coworker who forgot theirs 

and we say to ourselves,

 “That was a real sacrifice!”

Or we decide not to go to a party

and stay home instead

--to take care of a family member who is ill

--and we say,

“Now that was a real sacrifice!”  

These are spiritual sacrifices, and they are good.
But this is not the way 
the people in Jesus’ day

understood “sacrifice.”

There was an entire sacrificial system, established by God and outlined in detail in the OT.

Sacrifice had to do exclusively 

with the slaying of animals,

and it played a very important role 
in the religious life 

of God’s chosen people. 
Whenever the people of old heard the word sacrifice,

their thoughts would have gone back 

so far as the Passover lamb



--to remember God’s deliverance 
of their bondage in Egypt. 
And as we ourselves recall, 

it was the blood of the Passover lamb
that saved  them

on the night the death angel 

passed over.
The Jews celebrated this event every year during the Feast of the Passover.

In the temple,

every morning and evening, 
a lamb would be sacrificed 
for forgiveness 

of the sins of the people.

The system seems to have been effective at first.

But over time,

the system, 

like all systems, 

it seems,




began to be 
misused and abused.

And the day came 

when God announced his disgust through the prophet Isaiah:

“To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to Me? I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams. And the fat of fed cattle. I do not delight in the blood of bulls ,Or of lambs or goats.  "When you come to appear before Me, who has required this from your hand, to trample My courts? Bring no more futile sacrifices… I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting. Your New Moons and your appointed feasts My soul hates; They are a trouble to Me, I am weary of bearing them.   When you spread out your hands, I will hide My eyes from you; Even though you make many prayers, I will not hear. Your hands are full of blood. 

Clearly, the system was no longer working.

The time was coming

when God would provide a way


--once and for all

--for the sins of his people to be forgiven

--to bring his people back 

into relationship with him.

But first, 

God would try to reason with the people.

"Come now, and let us reason together," says the LORD, "Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool.  If you are willing and obedient, You shall eat the good of the land; But if you refuse and rebel, You shall be devoured by the sword"; 

"Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Put away the evil of your doings from before My eyes. Cease to do evil, Learn to do good; Seek justice, Rebuke the oppressor; Defend the fatherless, Plead for the widow… The mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

Well, as we know from our studies,

the people did not change their ways

--not for long, at least.

So God provided another way 

for his people to be made whole again.

And that way 

was through the death of his Son on the cross 
--the perfect, once for all times,

sacrifice 
--for the forgiveness of sin.
And this is the good news of the Gospel, 

that:
It was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that we were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to us from our forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, and has been revealed in these last times for our sake. Through him we believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so our faith and hope are in God.

It was for our sake, 

and for all whom God calls, 

that He sent his Beloved Son, Jesus, 

the gentle, pure,

kind, loving lamb

to be led to the slaughter. 
The Bible tells us

that the world shook that day
and that the sky blackened, 
when Jesus paid the price 
on that cross 
for our sins. 

And I believe

that if we had eyes that could really see



and ears that could really hear,



we could feel the world shake

and see the sky blacken 






every time we sin.
And I also believe 

that if we had the ears to really hear

and the eyes to really see,

that we would see and hear 

all the angels of God rejoicing 




over one sinner who repents."  

Someday, 


that lamb that was slain



will come again



to claim us as his own.

We see this in a vision that God gave to the apostle John,

revealing to him all that will take place.

 Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered… Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, singing with full voice,

"Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 

and honor and glory and blessing!" 

And when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song, saying:

"You are worthy to take the scroll,

And to open its seals;

For You were slain,

And have redeemed us to God by Your blood.” 

Blood…

not a topic 

we really like to talk about.

But the undeniable truth is:

Blood is key to our faith 

and our salvation.

Billy Graham,  

perhaps the greatest evangelist of the Twentieth Century, 
and the great evangelist before him, 
Dwight L. Moody, 
knew this

and it gave them something in common: 
Both were criticized 
because of that particular subject 
on which both they frequently preached

Blood.

The story is told

that back when Billy Graham was just getting started 

in the ministry of preaching, 
a University professor 
wrote him a letter, saying, 
"Mr. Graham, you have great talent, and you have what it takes to be a successful minister. But if you want to continue to be successful, you are going to have to leave out the part about blood. It is out of date and no enlightened man of the Twentieth Century wants to hear it."

And, 
when Dwight L. Moody first began his preaching career, 
he too received a letter, 

from a woman, saying 
"Brother Moody, if you want to be effective, you are going to have to leave out that blood stuff." 
Moody responded, 
as Graham did after him: 
"I determined at that moment to preach more on the blood of Jesus Christ
than ever before."

Well, perhaps you, like I,

have memories of the time 
when blood preaching was first 

being considered “uncool.”

Back in the early 70’s,

about the time I was a student at Southwest Texas State University,

a paperback Bible came out

--entitled Good News for Modern Man.
It was the first Bible to be written in contemporary language, 

and was supposed to be 

the version to replace all others. 
What made it so “special” was this:

All references to blood

had been eliminated 

from its pages.

Well, the version didn’t stay popular for long.

But the mindset has lived on.

I  learned of a professor recently
who reportedly said to his students, 
"I am sick and tired of this slaughter-house religion, and we need to get it out of our pulpits and out of our churches as quickly as possible." 
Well, I don’t know how true this is,

but what we do all know 
is that when blood is removed from the human body, 
it dies. 
Spiritual reason tells us

that this would also be true 
of the body of Christ: 
If we were to take the blood out of the body 
the body would die.

Did you know that the word "blood" 
is included in the Bible

415 times? 
This shows us an undeniable truth: 
That there is a bright red thread 
that runs through the pages of the entire book 
…because it is the blood of Jesus Christ, 
Lamb of God, 
that cleanses us 

from all sin.

Jesus spoke the words, 
"It is finished" 

right before he breathed his last on the cross,
These words, in the Greek language, 
--literally mean 
"paid in full." 

Jesus paid the price for our sin

so that our relationship with God could be restored.

Martin Luther, 
leader of the Protestant Reformation, 
had a dream one night. 
I suppose you would call it a nightmare. 
In the dream, 

he found himself awakened in the middle of the night, 
and standing at the foot of his bed 
was a figure 
that he believed to be the devil himself. 

The devil had a scroll, 
and on that scroll 
were the sins that Martin Luther had committed. 
The scroll was accurate.  It was true. 
And the devil was reading them one after another 
and pointing a fiery bony finger 
in the face of Martin Luther 
and condemning him 
and accusing him, saying, 
"What hope of heaven do you have, you miserable sinner?" 

Well, Martin Luther said 
that he thought his very soul
 was slipping down into hell. 
But then the Lord spoke to him, saying, 
"Martin, tell him to unroll the scroll all the way down." 
Martin Luther said to the creature, "Unroll the scroll." 


The devil refused. 
So Luther said, 
"This time I said, 
'In the name of Jesus, unroll the scroll.'" 
And the devil did unroll it 
and there printed 
at the bottom of all of the sins Martin Luther had ever committed 
were these words written across the entire thing: 
"This entire sin account of Martin Luther has been paid in full 
by the blood of Jesus Christ." 

The blood of Jesus Christ, Lamb of God.

If there was any other way for us to be saved, 
any other way to be cleansed, 
any other way to be forgiven, 
Jesus would not have had to die
--or even shed one drop of His blood. 
But this was the way 

God chose to take all the mistakes made by humankind

and work them together for good.

So that…
"This entire sin account of you and of me and all who claim Christ as their Lord and Savior has been paid in full by the blood of Jesus Christ." 

Thanks be to God for this great sacrifice!!
Today, 

this day that our church has identified 

as Human Relations Sunday, 

is known in some denominations 

as Martin Luther King Sunday.

Again, the name Martin Luther
comes before us



--in remembrance of another person



who preached the word of God 

with courage and boldness.
There is a story 

that will bring it all together for us: 

It was Christmastime, and a certain father had a 4 yr. old daughter. It was the first time she had ever asked questions about what the holiday meant. “So I explained to her,” said the father,” that this was the celebration of the birth of Jesus. She wanted to know more about that so we went out and bought a children’s Bible and read it each night. She loved the stories and wanted to know everything about Jesus--so we read a lot--about his birth about his teaching, and she picked up on the phrase “do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”  She asked what it meant, and I would explain it as best I could.  Then one day, we drove past a big church, and out front there was an enormous crucifix.  “Who is that?” she asked, and I guess I’d never really told that part of the story, so I had to sort of  “Well, that’s Jesus and I forgot to tell you the ending.  Yeah, well, you know.  He got in trouble with the Roman government. The things he said  made them mad so they decided to kill him.” 

Well, about a month later, after Christmas was past and it was mid-January, my daughter’s preschool was closed to celebrate Martin Luther King Day. I took off work that day so I could take her out to lunch. We were sitting and eating at a local restaurant, and on the table before us was the art section of the local newspaper. There, as big as life, was a huge drawing done by a 10 yr old kid from one of the local schools of Martin Luther King. “Who’s that?” my daughter asked,  I said, “Well, that’s Martin Luther King…and he’s the reason you’re not in school today.  The nation is celebrating his birthday”.  “ Who was he?” she asked.  I said, “Well, he was a preacher,” and she looked up at me and says (excitedly) “for Jesus?”  And I said yeah, actually he was-- but that there was another thing he was really famous for--which is that he had a message.  I was trying to be careful about how I phrased what I was saying to her.  So I said, ‘You know, well, yeah, he was a preacher and he had a message.” She said. “What was his message?”  And I said, “Well, he said that you should treat everybody the same no matter what they looked like.” She thought about that for a minute, and then she said: “Well, that’s what Jesus said.” And I said “yeah, I suppose it is.  I have never thought of it that way before, but yeah, it is sort of like do unto others as you would have them do unto you...and she thought for a minute and looked at me and said: “Did they kill him too?”
Blood, 

sacrifice

--These are things we would rather not talk about.

Still, 

we who have committed our lives 

to serving Jesus Christ


cannot wipe them from our vocabulary 

--or our minds.
For the day will come when we, 
together with all the saints,



will stand before the Lord.

And,  as John saw in his vision,

the question will be asked, 
"Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?" 

And the question will be answered like this:
 "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 For this reason they are before the throne of God,

and worship him day and night within his temple,

and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;

the sun will not strike them,

nor any scorching heat; 

 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,

and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." 

Greater love has no one than this,

 than to lay down one's life for his friends. 

Let us take a moment 

to express our love and appreciation 

to God the Father and Jesus Christ the Son

for this great love as  together, we sing 
--the hymn,

My Jesus, I Love Thee                                  
p. 172  in our Hymnal.
