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Sermon: “Healing for Our Land”
Video: Show Rich Mullins’ “Creed”

Scriptures Readings: 

2 Chronicles 7:14-15

If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land. My eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is made in this place. 

Deuteronomy 10:12-13

So now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you? Only to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments of the LORD your God and his decrees that I am commanding you today, for your own well-being.

Introduction: 
I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

If you are one who keeps up with the news, you may be aware that five days ago--on June 21—NBC introduced its Sunday coverage of the US Open golf championship with what was supposed to be a patriotic video, one that included two recitations of the Pledge of Allegiance by American schoolchildren.

Much to the dismay of viewers all across the country, NBC edited out the words "under God" --not once, but twice. 
Later on in the broadcast, an NBC commentator apologized, admitting that NBC had edited the Pledge, but said absolutely nothing about which part had been omitted.

To this day, NBC has offered no explanation for its obvious intent to leave the words “under God” out of the Pledge. 

And to those of us who love God and our country, this is unsettling—to say the least.

More than this: The incident is cause for great concern. 

The apology was not enough, and if these people are not held responsible, it will happen again and again—the name God will be eliminated from all public displays.

As we who are a bit older know, there are those in our country who would take delight in eliminating God “Himself” entirely from our American life. 

What happened at the US Open is clear evidence of this. It is a wake-up call to all Americans who care about our country.

Now, most of us have recited these words hundreds of times throughout our lives. But do we know when and why these words were written—and when and how they came to be? We need to know the history if we intend to take a stand:
Francis Bellamy wrote the Pledge of Allegiance back in the August of 1892. He wrote it with a specific occasion in mind. It was for a group of schoolchildren in Massachusetts to use in a flag-raising ceremony on the 400th anniversary of Columbus’ landing. In its original form, the Pledge of Allegiance did not include the words “one nation under God.” In fact, the phrase was added 62 years later, in 1954, and it took an act of Congress for it to happen.

Now, those of us who are old enough to remember life in the 1950’s understand clearly why the phrase “one nation under God” needed to be added. These were the days of the Cold War, and we Americans needed something significant to distinguish ourselves from the Soviet Union—which was officially an atheistic nation. [expound on what it was like to grow up in that time period—communists are coming to take over, fall-out shelters, living in constant fear.

It was the Knights of Columbus who led the nationwide campaign to get the words “under God” to the Pledge. President Eisenhower signed the legislation after hearing a Presbyterian preacher, Rev. George Dochety proclaim that the little children of Moscow could easily recite a similar pledge to ours to their own hammer and sickle flag. That did it—Eisenhower made sure that the words “under God” were added.    
For now, the Pledge stands as written. How much longer it remains this way will depend on us—and believing citizens across our land. 

Our land is in dire need of healing. We have been given the bold promise that God will heal our land…if we do certain things.  

Our Scriptures for today teach us what we need to do in order for healing to happen.

Let’s take a closer look… 
God has chosen us as his beloved children.

“How can you say that?” 

some may ask, 

 “We are not of the house of Israel.”

This is true,


but a quick glance at Scripture 

reminds us


that even Gentiles who have faith 

can be grafted into God’s family.

The timelessness of Scripture teaches us

that its words apply to us as well: 

Paul writes in his letter to the church at Rome:

You, a wild olive shoot, were grafted in their place to share the rich root of the olive tree,…but you stand only through faith. So do not become proud, but stand in awe.

And as it was,

for brief periods of time,


the Israelites did have faith



and did stand in awe.

And all of God’s blessings were given to them as gifts.

Couldn’t we say the same 

about the many blessings God has poured out 

on us, the people of the USA?

For centuries we have enjoyed God’s bountiful blessings!
But in these recent years,


we have reason for concern.

The current trend 

(I believe we would all agree),

is to separate God and Country 

On this God and Country Sunday, 2011,


it is our call 

to do what we can




--all that we can

to keep God and our Country 

together. 

So, where do we begin?

It so happens 
that a king by the name of Solomon 

asked this same question in his day.

His nation was in terrible shape


--all because the people 

had turned away from God,




adopted other gods instead (lower case “g”)





--and they were worshiping and serving them 
instead of the one true God.

“What must we do 
to rid ourselves 

of this terrible drought



and these life-destroying locusts?”




he asked the Lord.
And this is God’s answer


--that we have before our eyes today:

“Humble yourselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from your wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive your sin and heal your land.” 

It would appear 

that we could pray until we were exhausted


but our prayers would not even be heard




unless we were doing 

the other things God has listed.

“Humble yourselves, seek God’s face, and turn from your wicked ways,
“But I’m not doing anything wicked”


you and I might rightly say.

But lest we get too self-righteous


let us remember, 



we are not islands




in this land of opportunity.

We are “one nation under God,”


and as a nation,

we will all rise




or fall together.

And Scripture teaches us 

that none of us is perfect

--that all have sinned 

and fall short 

of the glory of God.

So it is that God calls everyone of us to repentance.
In a few minutes we will begin our time of Holy Communion with a Prayer of Confession. 

As we recite this prayer aloud together,

let us do our best to do so 

with humble hearts.

But before we do,

let’s take another look 

at our 2nd Scripture reading for this morning:


the words of Moses



as he came down the mountain




after spending 40 days and nights 





in the presence of God Almighty.
   

Like the leaders who later followed him,


Moses wanted to know what his people should do



to receive God’s blessings.

All he had to do was ask the question,

and God told him exactly 

what the people needed to do.

“So now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you? Only to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments of the LORD your God and his decrees that I am commanding you today,”

God even told them why they needed to do these things, saying:
It is for your own good,

for your well-being.

Words that came from God’s own mouth

--teaching us why God wants us to obey His commands
--so that we may be made well.
Isn’t this what every God-fearing leader


wants for his or her people?
History reveals that this is true.

Thinking of the history of our own country,

I was reminded that,

at one point in the Civil War,




while recounting God’s goodness to the nation,

President Lincoln called for 

a National Day of Prayer and Fasting. 

It was his way of challenging America 
to wake up

and live with a renewed faith.

This is what Lincoln wrote:
We have been preserved these many years in peace and prosperity; we have grown in number, wealth and power as no other nation ever has grown. But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand that preserved us in peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us’ we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these things were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace.

I believe you will agree:

These words seem strangely contemporary!
Who would have ever imagined 

--that centuries later, 



our nation would need another wake-up call?

Perhaps the US Open incident was it.

It makes me shutter every time I think of it.

It appears that there are those persons in our land

who need some of that fear 
that Moses talked about. 
And what exactly does it mean to fear God?

---to stand in awe of Him,



with full realization that God is God and that we are not….God.

To fear God is to know 

that He has the power to create


and to destroy

…and to hope that He doesn’t decide 

to do the latter.

Perhaps the best example 
of what it means to “fear God”

can be found in C.S. Lewis' book, 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe . 
In this one, particular scene, one of the children asks Mr. and Mrs. Beaver about Aslan the Lion: Is he--quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion'.
'That you will, dearie, and make no mistake,' said Mrs. Beaver. 'If there is anyone who can appear before Aslan without their knees knocking, they're either braver than most or just plain silly'.
'Then he isn't safe?' said Lucy.
'Safe?' said Mr. Beaver; 'don't you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? Who said anything about safe? 'Course he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the king, I tell you'.

Is God safe? 
The Bible teaches that God makes Himself a place of refuge 
for those who trust in Him.

And at the same time,

there is a larger sense in which God most definitely is not safe . 
Scripture teaches us to worship God 
"with reverence and with awe "


We are likely familiar with the verse, 
"the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom " 

in the book of Proverbs.

And what is the biblical definition for wisdom ? 
Wisdom, throughout the Bible, 
is most often equated with right living . 
The fear of the Lord then, 
is the basis of right living. 


And whether it feels like it or not,

living for God 
is for our own good! 
We must continually

seek God’s face

if we are to truly believe this. 
It is a known psychological fact 
that we become like the things we seek. 
Remember Hawthorne's classic story, THE GREAT STONE FACE? 
In it, the boy, Ernest, grew up in that New England community with the legend that someday there would be found a man who looked like that stone face. Ernest sought for that man all his life, until in his old age the people of the community told him, "Ernest, you are the man!" 
We become like Christ 
if we seek His ways and His face. 
What a healthy nation we would be 

if  every citizen of this United States of America

would seek the face of our Lord.

Let it begin anew with us:

Like the missionary musician Rich Mullins,


we can make a difference



in our world




by giving our whole lives to God





and by being who we are.

“I believe what I believe. That makes me what I am,”


Rich Mullins sang.

He sang it until the children believed it, too.

We saw with our own eyes, that moment they first believed.

We saw it in their faces--as each began to smile.

So, let us say it until we believe it



and may we live our lives




seeking the face of God





with all our heart






and with all our soul. 

Amen.

At this time,

our Scouts are invited to come forward.
They will recite the Apostles’ Creed aloud

--as they did in each of their classes.

And then we will all be invited to read it together.
…remembering that:

What we believe 

makes us what we are



--children of God. 

Let us all now turn to page 882 toward the back of our Hymnals:


The Apostles’ Creed, Ecumenical Version.

 

