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Sermon: “Go and Tell!”

Scripture Reading: Mark 16:1-14

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?" When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you." So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

Now after he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. She went out and told those who had been with him, while they were mourning and weeping. But when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe it. 

After this he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking into the country. And they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them. 

Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the table; and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen.  

Introduction:

Talk about Holy Humor Sunday: A growing number of American churches are resurrecting an old Easter custom begun by the Greeks in the early centuries of Christianity-"Holy Humor Sunday" celebrations of Jesus' resurrection on the Sunday after Easter.

Read:  For centuries in Eastern Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant countries, the week following Easter Sunday, including "Bright Sunday" (the Sunday after Easter), was observed by the faithful as "days of joy and laughter" with parties and picnics to celebrate Jesus' resurrection.

The custom was rooted in the musings of early church theologians that God played a practical joke on the devil by raising Jesus from the dead. "Risus paschalis - the Easter laugh," the early theologians called it.

	Here are some of the creative and hilarious ways that churches have celebrated Holy Humor Sunday:

Mantua United Methodist Church in NJ is observing its annual Holy Humor Sunday today. One year, Rev. Dr. Karl R. Kraft and his associate, Rev. Gene Wilkins, showed up dressed as the Blues Brothers (Jake and Eliot) and led the service. Helium-filled balloons with smiley-faces were tied to the pews, and there were "Humor Breaks" throughout the service, giving parishioners the opportunity to tell their favorite jokes. Everyone who came to church got a kazoo to play.

Three congregations in the Crooked Creek Cooperative Lutheran Ministries in Ford City, PA had "a hilarious time" at their Holy Humor Sunday service, reported Pastor April Dailey. We encouraged people to wear silly clothes, and did they ever!" she said. The organist wore a jester's cap with bells. A choir member dressed like a hillbilly, braided his long beard, wore ribbons in it, and came barefoot. Others wore tie-dyed T-shirts and Dr. Seuss hats. One man wore shorts over longjohns.

The third annual Holy Humor Sunday of the First Congregational Church of Royal Oak, MI, had a baseball theme. It was billed as "the funniest Sunday this side of spring training." People came dressed in baseball uniforms, and hotdogs were served at the potluck which followed. In the bulletin Senior Minister John F. Miller was listed as the bat boy and the minister of music as the park organist. The order of worship was divided into nine innings. A Gospel Quartet sang, "Life is a Ballgame."

A sign outside the Maplewood (MO) Christian Church announced: "If you must sleep in on Sunday, sleep in here." Sleeping bags on the back pews invited people to reserve a few minutes for naps during the service.

Some churches reprint cartoons in their bulletins, and deliberately fill the bulletins with funny bloopers and typographical errors.

At the Jackson-Idetown-Lehman (PA) United Methodist Churches, Rev. Bonnie McGraw passed out her collection of percussion instruments – clickers, clackers, dingers,, tooters, shakers, rattlers – and had everyone “make a joyful noise unto the Lord.”

And one church used Knock knock jokes to lead into each part of the worship service; Like before the prayer: Knock-knock, who's there? Lettuce. Lettuce who? Lettuce pray.
and to call for the offering: Knock Know… Phillip. Phillip who? Fill up the plate as it's passed to you.



Well, maybe next year…(Let me know what you think about this idea of our having a Holy Humor Sunday.)
But for now, on this day, no one is laughing.

According to this morning’s Scripture reading, the disciples are in big trouble.

The resurrected Jesus, the same one who had called them friends a few days earlier is very upset with them.

He had appeared to those he thought would believe—but for one reason or another, they did not believe. 
And apparently, the reason didn’t make any difference at all to Jesus. 

There was no valid excuse—not even that of fear, and he wasn’t at all pleased with them—to say the least!
We know that his feeling was intense because the NRSV tells us that Jesus upbraided the disciples. And he did it for these two reasons: 

because of their lack of faith 
and because of their stubbornness.

[pause]

Upbraided. It’s a pretty strong word. 
And what makes it most interesting is that this is the one and only time it’s used
--in the entire Bible!
[pause]

And what does it mean?

Well, apparently, there is no one word to define it.

In modern language, we might say that Jesus ripped them apart.
Yikes! 
I believe it would be a good thing for us to take a closer look!...

What would it take? 
What would it take

for the disciples to believe 
that Jesus Christ was alive?  
After all, 

he had told them 
way ahead of ahead of time 
about his upcoming death and resurrection

even setting plans as to where they would meet, saying:
I will go ahead of you and meet you in Galilee.

And just so they wouldn’t forget,

he had provided a young man in white clothes


to sit inside the empty tomb 
and remind them 

when they showed up there.
Well, 

as it turned out,

it was the women who arrived at the tomb first, 
but it didn’t do much good for them to go and tell the others. 

But it wasn’t just because 
they were women. 
Granted, 

women weren’t credible 
in those days
—and especially not one like Mary Magdalene, 
who had a history 

of having been possessed by demons! 

But apparently, 
this wasn’t the only reason 

the disciples didn’t believe...
…because shortly afterwards, 
Jesus appeared to two other people 
as they were walking into the country. 
And when they went and told, 

the disciples didn’t believe them either! 

We can’t help but wonder why.

Was it because the two who met him on the road had reported 
that Jesus somehow looked different
--so no one was really sure that it was he?
Or, did the disciples not believe 

because they were the type of people 

who always insisted 

on seeing with their own eyes? 

Well, whatever it was, 
it didn’t seem to make any difference to Jesus… 




there was no excuse.
And he proceeded to upbraid them.
Perhaps you, 

like I, 
can’t help but wonder:

What happened to the Jesus 
that the other Gospels tell about?

…that patient, understanding Jesus 
who encouraged his disciples 
to not be afraid.




--who showed them the scars on his hands,

and breathed peace into them. 

What happened to him?

We can be sure that this was the same Jesus.

Today we see a different side of him.

And in all honesty,

 we would be upset too


if we had endured 

all that Jesus had





--and after all that, 

even his own friends 
refused to believe in him.

According to Jesus,

not only did they lack faith,


they were down-right stubborn. 

So here we are…almost 2000 years later.

hearing the story all over again

Do we really believe what we say

--that Christ is risen indeed?

If so, 

the command is now ours:

to go and tell.
It shouldn’t be that hard to obey.

And our motivation need not be that of fear 

--the fear of being upbraided by Jesus.

Love will be our motivation…

because once we have seen the risen Christ, ourselves,


we can’t help 

but go and tell others.

So, 
when have we seen him? 

we might ask.
It’s not an easy question to answer...

because in order to answer it,



we have to think…

--and remember a time when we,





like the early disciples 

were in a situation 

where we were desperate,

afraid, helpless




in danger of 

running out of hope.

and whether or not we recognized him at the time,

thinking back,

we realized that the risen Christ had suddenly appeared



--in the form of someone who came just in time…to help us




when we needed it most.

For me…[talk about my premature labor]

It is my hope that you have seen the risen Christ at some time in your life, too.

[give the congregation a few minutes to write on the back of their bulletin & then give opportunity for them to share]

[Introduce Holy Communion as a way to meet the risen Christ.]

