Sermon for Girl Scout Sunday, May 22, 2011 “Be Prepared”

Scripture Reading:  Colossians 3:12-17
As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.   And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Introduction: Talk about the Emergency Preparedness Workshop/show backpack/”Be prepared for the worst but expect the best!”

The Girl Scout Motto “Be prepared”

The Girl Scout Promise

On my honor, I will try:
To serve God and my country,
To help people at all times,
And to live by the Girl Scout Law. 

 The Girl Scout Law

I will do my best to be
honest and fair,
friendly and helpful,
considerate and caring,
courageous and strong, and
responsible for what I say and do,
and to
respect myself and others,
respect authority,
use resources wisely,
make the world a better place, and
be a sister to every Girl Scout.

Key words: “at all times”—show that the law extends to all of life & throughout your entire life.

Well, it so happens that today’s Scripture reading, which is Paul’s letter to the church at Colossae, names these very same qualities! Writer Paul tells us to clothe ourselves with these qualities, which he sums up in these six:

compassion

kindness

humility 

meekness

patience

love

….and why is it important that we all develop these qualities in our lives?

These are the same qualities we see in Jesus Christ—who lived upon this earth to try and make it a better place and then gave his life for us so that we could live forever.

Girl Scouts: “to make the world a better place”

The Church: “for the transformation of the world”

Same goals.

[Call for volunteers]

1) Compassion

Definition:  

Greek:  “bowels of compassion” 

(In Bible days, the gut was believed to be the seat of compassion)

English dictionary:  to suffer with (expound)

We know that God suffers with us because he shows us compassion 


by helping us in our times of need.

Jesus showed compassion, too. [give example]

***It is clear that Jesus expects us to show compassion as well


--to anyone who needs help

                                                    
—not just to people we know and love

                                                                 —like our own family and close friends.

We know from Scripture that compassion is not just a feeling. 


It is a feeling that compels us to do something—to take action. 

--in deeds which may even involve personal sacrifice—as Jesus did:

1 John 3:16, 17 

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us — and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?

Girl Scout Promise: 

             Compassionate is described as  

                        “considerate and caring,” and “helpful.”


--helping people at all times. 

Truly, if we were all to have compassion for those who are in need, 

what a better place this world would be!

2) Kindness

Definition: 

Bible dictionary defines kindness as “goodness of heart”

English dictionary as a good person—a person of integrity.

In the Bible: Proverbs 21:21

Whoever pursues righteousness and kindness will find life and honor. 

***Jesus showed kindness even when people rejected him…

Ex: story of the rich young ruler.

***It is clear that Jesus expects us to show kindness to others as well.


So how do we go about doing this? (showing kindness)

[Talk about how we can show kindness in our lives  

--sharing, smiling, sitting beside person who is all alone]

Truly, if we were all to show kindness to one another, what a better place this world would be!

3) Humility

Bible definition: humbleness of mind—not thinking too highly of oneself

Modern-day English: Not conceited or “puffed up”

Note: Whenever the word humility is used in the Bible

the quality is praised 

and blessings are poured out upon those who possess it.

Jesus was humble

--in the book of Philippians  2: 5-11,  Paul instructs each of us, saying:

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God,

did not regard equality with God 

as something to be exploited, but emptied himself,

taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form, he humbled himself 

and became obedient to the point of death —even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name 

that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father. 

***It is clear that Jesus expects us to be humble as well.

So how do we go about doing this?  (being humble)
[Talk about what humility looks like …]

Truly, if we were all to be humble persons, what a better place this world would be!

4) Meekness

Greek and English Dictionaries define meekness as: “an inward attitude”

What meek persons are like: 

They don’t resent it when difficulties arise in life. Instead, they try to learn from it and grow from it and wait to see how God is going to work all things together for good in their lives.

We read about it in the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:5): 

Blessed are the meek, 

for they will inherit the earth.  

Jesus teaches us to be meek:

Matthew 11:29

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

***It is clear that Jesus expects us to be meek as well.

So how do we go about doing this? (being meek)  

In the Girl Scout Law,  the words that match meekness are:

 respecting yourself and others.

[Talk about what it would look like to be meek in our everyday lives…]

Truly, if we were all to be meek persons, what a better place this world would be!

5) Patience

Bible dictionary defines patience as “a God-given ability to retrain oneself.”

Using modern-day words, 

to be patient would mean that we do not “blow up” with anger 

when things do not go as we planned—or hoped they would.

Jesus is the best example of one who had patience:

In his letter to the Hebrews, Paul encourages Christians to do like Jesus did and

run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 

And then Paul tells us to:

Consider Jesus, who endured such hostility against himself from sinners, so that you may not grow weary or lose heart. 

***It is clear that Jesus expects us to be patient as well.


So how do we go about doing this?  (being patient)

In the Girl Scout Law, the words that come closest to matching the quality of patience are courageous and strong…because the person who endures to the end, by his or her patience, will gain victory.

[talk about what patience looks like in the life of a Girl Scout/Christian]

Truly, if we were all to be patient with one another, what a better place this world would be!

6) Love—hard to define. 

Lots of songs and poetry has been written 

in an attempt to define it. 

In our everyday conversations,

we say that we love everything 

from God to ice cream 

to our favorite singer or TV show.

But in the Greek language, love has several different definitions: 

Phileo

Eros

Agape—most commonly used in the Bible: 

This is the highest and noblest form of love

—love that sees something infinitely precious in that which is loved.

Whatever definition we use,

there is one thing that remains the same:

Love is not optional. It is commanded:

When Jesus was asked which of the commandments is most important, 

he named the two that pertain to love:

love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength, he said
and

love your neighbor as yourself.

We know from the examples given in the Bible that love is not just a feeling
It is an action word--a verb—love that requires some kind of sacrifice on our part 
We know this is true because…

in John 3:16, we read that 

God so loved the world that he gave his only son so that whoever believes in him will not perish but have everlasting life.

Jesus is Love in action. 
He is love with skin on.

[Give illustration of the shape of the cross:]

Love comes down to us from God.

We give our love upwards to God.

And we stretch out our arms to love one another.

***It is clear that Jesus calls us to be like him—and show love to one another.
And what does this look life in our everyday life of the Girl Scout 

and Christian believer?

*Worship God (attend church)

*Keep God at the center of your life and be thankful

*Serve God by helping others

Truly, if we were all to love one another, what a much better place this world would be!

Somewhere, there is someone who needs love


--and we have been called to help.

So let us now sing that song 

that the Girl Scouts--and all Christians—know by heart:

Kum Ba Ya,  page 494 Hymnal (all 6 verses!) 

