Sermon “Growing into Salvation”
Scripture Readings

Psalm 34:1-8

I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad. 

O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together.

I sought the LORD, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears. Look to him, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed. This poor soul cried, and was heard by the LORD, and was saved from every trouble. The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them. O taste and see that the LORD is good; 

happy are those who take refuge in him. 

Galatians 3:27-28

As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.

1 Peter 2:1-3

Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation — if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

Introduction

As we worship God on this Memorial Sunday, our aim is three-fold: 

~ to remember the past

~ to embrace the present

~ and to hope toward the future that God has in store for us.

.

Yesterday, today and tomorrow.

Every once in a while it’s a good thing to give some attention to each of three-- 

because it gives us opportunity to make sense of things

—to find meaning in our lives

---to discover how God is working in our lives and in the world.

Yesterday ~ today ~ and tomorrow.

There is a beautiful flowing plant by this name—

one that is native to Brazil and grows very well here in Southern California. 

What makes it unique is that its blooms change color: The flowers bloom first as a purple, 

and then, the next day, that same bloom is pale lavender, 

and the next day, it is white. 

What a wonderful metaphor this is for “life”

—and the way we continually transition as Christians.

Today’s Scripture readings will help us make meaning for our lives. Let’s take a closer look… 
We begin with the words of the Psalmist David--who assures us that the Lord is good.

And he invites us to “Taste and see this for yourselves,” 

Clearly, David has had his share of troubles:

This poor soul cried,

 and was heard by the LORD,

 


he also sings.

But through it all, he decides,

life was still worth living...

for his soul was saved from every trouble…

Looking back to that time in his life when the enemy King Saul,

was after him, has enabled him to understand and trust

that the angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him

 …and delivers them.
But it is only in retrospect that David is able to realize this



--for as we know from his earlier songs.

There was a time in his life when he cried out again and again 

in the midst of his troubles, with words like:

How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever?

How long will you hide your face from me? 

How long must I bear pain in my soul,

and have sorrow in my heart all day long?

How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 

Perhaps there are some here today who can relate.

When we are in the midst of our troubles surrounded by darkness,

it is almost impossible to see a way out.

And we, like the Psalmist,


may have even cried out, ourselves, saying:

How long, O LORD? 

How long must I bear pain in my soul,

and have sorrow in my heart all day long?

For some, even those who are here today, the enemy has been cancer



--or heart disease




--or anther serious illness.

For others, the enemy has been the circumstances we were born into




--our race, our gender, 

or socio-economic status.

And even though the Bible teaches that there is no longer Jew or Greek, 

slave or free, male and female,
we have had multiple obstacles to overcome

in order to arrive at where we are today.

But now, looking back,

we believe without a doubt

that it was by “the grace of God”

that we have survived.

As we remember the events of our past, we realize that God was with us, all along.

Our faith increases, and we can see that we are growing into salvation!

And, hopefully, the time finally comes when we can finally say with confidence,

“O taste and see that the Lord is good!”

And this brings us to this present day.

How is it with your soul? founding father John Wesley would ask.

He, like all leaders of the church, would instruct us first, to be baptized.

For it is through baptism that we clothe ourselves with Christ.

Just as we heard ourselves say aloud (as we prepared for little Derek’s baptism),




it is through the sacrament of baptism 

that God's Spirit is poured out upon us,

immersing us,
  




refreshing our lives, 

nurturing our growth, 

and offering us new birth.

In all Christian denominations, baptism is considered  

a sacrament in all Christian denominations


--by definition, it is: 

an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace—or blessing.

And this is what happens during baptism: 

We are clothed with Christ, 

we are filled with Christ.

Once we have been baptized,

it is no longer we that live

but it is Christ who lives inside of us. 

within us.

And we are made one 

with every Christian who has ever lived


--we are one in Christ Jesus.  

And what does this look like?

--to be clothed in Christ.

Last week, on Girl Scout Sunday,

we learned from our Scripture reading

exactly what this looks like:

God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe themselves with compassion,

 kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 

They bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another,

 they forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven them. 

Above all, they clothe themselves with love, which binds everything together 

in perfect harmony. And they let the peace of Christ rule in their hearts… 

They let the word of Christ dwell in them richly

…and with gratitude in their hearts they sing psalms, hymns, 

and spiritual songs to God.  

 And, finally, 

Whatever they do, in word or deed, they do everything in the name of the

 Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 

This is what being clothed in Christ looks like. 

And now, in today’s Scripture reading,

we hear from Saint Peter

who gives us practical instruction 

--on what we must get rid of in order to live as
God's chosen ones, holy and beloved,
Rid yourselves of

all malice, and all guile, 

insincerity, envy, 

and all slander, he instructs us. 

And common sense teaches us

that this would include

anything and everything 

that stands between us and God


--which would certainly include 

all of our addictions 

…and obsessions.

According to Scripture,


longing for Christ

is key--key to our salvation.

For as we all know from our own life experiences,

we will feed ourselves 

with whatever it is 

that we are longing for.

And this is why Paul instructs us 

to long for the pure, spiritual milk of Christ’s teachings

so that, by taking it into ourselves, 

we may all grow into salvation.
Growing  into salvation.

These words teach us


that salvation is a process--a growth process that takes time.  

So on this day we call Memorial Sunday,

as we remember the past

let us be aware

that there is no better time

to also embrace the present



so that we might have renewed hope. 

And this brings us to the third and final part 

of our three-fold aim for today:

to hope toward the future that God has prepared for us.

It is certainly not easy to live as disciples of Jesus Christ in today’s world.

Daily, we face the great challenge to be in this world without being of it.

Living the Christian life requires continuous effort on our part 

to not be pulled away from Christ

by the things our flesh longs for.

And as we well know, those things do not have to be fame, power, sex, or riches.

For those of us who are in this Sanctuary today,


these may be the farthest things from our minds.

Perhaps the kinds of things we need to be careful of 

are the things Peter has listed 

in the letter that Lydia has read us this morning:

malice, and guile,

 insincerity, envy, and slander.

I believe that this is the message God has for us today.

What you and I need to do most diligently in our present lives

is guard ourselves carefully 

against these things


which have the power to destroy 

not only our oneness in Jesus Christ  






but can bring abrupt halt
our salvation process.

I believe that this is so very important that it is worth considering closely

--so that each of us can examine ourselves 

honestly and carefully.

So, what does malice look like? 

How would we recognize it in ourselves if we had it?

If we wish harm to someone that is malice.

A few synonyms are: Ill will, spitefulness; animosity, hatred; bitterness
Have you ever caught yourself wishing that someone would get the punishment they deserve?

I am sure that we all have.

This is a call to let God take care of that.

For we are called to rid ourselves of malice, 

and possess the opposite of it instead—
benevolence and goodwill. 

The next thing we need to get rid of is what Peter calls guile.

By definition, guile is as follows: 

Insidious cunning in attaining a goal, 

involving crafty or artful deception.

It appears that  guile is the follow-up of malice

--for when a person has animosity, hatred, and spitefulness 

in his or her heart,

doing something to carry out these feelings 

is the next step

--conniving ways to harm 

or deceive. Use guile in a Sentence
See images of guile
Search guile on the Web
Putting a stop to feelings of malice 

will prevent us from committing the sin of guile.

The next thing we need to get rid of, 

according to Peter,  is insincerity.

Synonyms are hypocrisy and deceitfulness.

As we all know, when a person is insincere, he or she cannot be trusted.

May we always be sincere in our relationships with one another 

so that love can abound!

Envy is the next vice that Peter names.

To be envious is to have feelings of discontent or covetousness 

with regard to another person’s success, possessions, etc.

As we also know, it is impossible to be happy for the successes of others 

if we are envious of them, and the Bible teaches us to rejoice with those who rejoice.
And the final vice on Peter’s list is that of slander.

According to the dictionary, 

to slander is to say malicious, false, and defamatory statement 

about another person.

Unfortunately, this is the easiest and fastest way to harm another person…


it requires little energy on our part



--and its effects can be devastating.

Perhaps mother did know best after all:


If you can’t say something nice, don’t say anything at all. 

Maybe God is calling us this very day  to wake up and watch what we say.

Malice, guile, insincerity, envy, and slander


--we would be wise to rid ourselves of all of these



--and long instead for what is pure and spiritual 

so that our growth into salvation


will not be stunted.

For those who endure to the end,

a glorious future awaits.

Even now, already, we can taste and see that the Lord is good.

And, every once in a while, we can catch tiny glimpses of just how wonderful it will be:

A sick man turned to his doctor as he was preparing to    

leave the examination room and said,     

'Doctor, I am afraid to die.    

Tell me what lies on the other side.'   


  

Very quietly, the doctor said, 'I don't know.'   


  

'You don't know?  You’re, a Christian man, 
and don't know what's on the other side?'   
  


 The doctor was holding the handle of the door; 
On the other side came a sound of scratching and whining, 


And as he opened the door, a dog sprang into the room   
and leaped on him with an eager show of gladness    


Turning to the patient, the doctor said,   
'Did you notice my dog?   
He's never been in this room before.   
He didn't know what was inside.   


He knew nothing except that his master was here,   
And when the door opened, he sprang in without fear.  
  


I know little of what is on the other side of death,    

but I do know one thing...     


I know my Master is there and that is enough.'     

Jesus has gone to prepare a place for us, and he has given us this promise: 

that all who believe in him and obey his commands will inherit eternal life.

And as we wait for that promise to be completely fulfilled,


we can be certain that God is active in our lives.

Our part is to participate with Him in this work.

Yesterday, today and tomorrow,

God is working all things together for our good.

There is a song in our hymnal that has been written 

to help us hold on to this promise with hope.

It is entitled Hymn of Promise and is located on p. 707.


Let us sing this hymn together in response 

to today’s message.

 
