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Mother’s Day 2011 
“Behold Your Mother”

Based on Scripture Readings: Luke 2:22-35 and John 19: 25-27

Luke 2:22-35

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons." 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah.   Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

and for glory to your people Israel." 

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed —  and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 

John 19:25-27

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your son."  Then he said to the disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 

Introduction:

A list came across the internet just in time for Mothers’ day. 

It is entitled “Nine things a Mother would never say.” 

Here they are: 

1. “How on earth can you see the TV sitting so far back?” 
2. “Yeah, I used to skip school a lot, too.”
3. “Just leave all the lights on . . . it makes the house look more cheery.”
4. “Let me smell that shirt--Yeah, it’s good for another week.”
5. “Go ahead and keep that stray dog, honey. I’ll be glad to feed and walk him every day.”
6. “Well, if Timmy’s mom says it’s OK, that’s good enough for me.” 
7. “The curfew is just a general time to shoot for. It’s not like I’m running a prison around here.”
8. “I don’t have a tissue with me . . . just use your sleeve.”
9. “Don’t bother wearing a jacket--the wind-chill is bound to improve.” 

Well, someone has to see to it that we all survive childhood, and that job usually falls to Mom.

Jesus’ mom was no exception.
It was her job to see to it that Jesus survived so he could carry out his mission in life.

And this was a pretty big job, to say the least.

Let’s take a closer look…

As we know from the Gospels, 
Mary, the mother of Jesus,

started out very hopeful indeed
—for the child to whom she would give birth 
was also

the Son of the God Most High!

We remember how,

at first, 



she could hardly believe her ears…

When the angel Gabriel appeared to her, saying

“… you have found favor with God. You will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 

 "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"   


Mary had asked the angel, who then explained, 

"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. Nothing will be impossible with God." 

….to which Mary responded with humility, saying: 

"Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." 

Her first act of mothering came 

when the time came for her purification. 

Like all good Jewish mothers, 
she, 

together with her husband, 

took her first born male child to the temple 
to dedicate him to the Lord. 

The words they heard that day,

pouring out of the mouth of that man Simeon,

must have “blown them away!”

…for the child Mary had given birth to 

was already being recognized 

as the long-awaited Messiah 
“the light for revelation
to the Gentiles 
and for glory to their people, Israel." 

What a joyous moment this might have been for Mary and Joseph,

…had Simeon stopped there.

But, as we recall,

the prophecy wasn’t complete 
until he spoke these final words to Mary
— “and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 
Not exactly what a new mother wants to hear
—or any mother for that matter.
And we can be sure that Mary did what any other mother would have done:


She mulled the words over again and again in her mind



--dreading the day when the prophecy would be fulfilled

--and such a thing would happen.

So, 

how exactly does 

one go about “mothering” 

the Son of the God Most High
especially knowing that because of him,

her soul will someday be pierced? 

Obviously, she does what mothers across time have always done:

She takes care of him—as best she knows how
--but as we learn from Scripture

at times she “mothers” too much.
The next time we hear about Jesus and his parents,

he 12 years old. 

We know the story

--of how the family had gone to Jerusalem 
for the festival of the Passover
—just as they did every year. 
Only this time,

when the festival was over,

the boy Jesus got left behind.

And we also remember how, 

after three days, 
his parents had found him in the temple, 
sitting among the teachers, 
listening to them 
and asking them questions. 
And Scripture informs us

that Jesus’ parents were not only astonished 
when they saw him; they were upset

--as any parent in that situation would have been!
"Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety." 


his mother Mary said to him.
…to which he replied: 

"Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" 

Well,

Mary, the mother of Jesus,



mothered her child




as she thought best…

But clearly,

Jesus was beginning to individuate from his parents. 
And they did not understand.

[pause]

The next time we hear of Jesus with his mother


is at the wedding at Cana,



where they are guests.
The party has run out of wine,

and Mary takes it upon herself 

to remedy the situation. 

Jesus is a grown man now—about 30 years old.
Even so,

his mother does what many mothers commonly do,


she tries to tell him what to do…



she over-mothers him

….only, she doesn’t come out and say it.

She simply says:

"They have no wine,." 

…to which Jesus responds, 

"Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me?"  

Wooa!

It would appear 

that Mary, the blessed mother,




 has over stepped the bounds of motherhood!
Clearly,


Jesus is done being mothered.

At this point in his life,

he only desires one thing…



to carry out his mission in life,


to seek and save the lost.

From this time on,

He will address his mother as “woman.”
If she wants a relationship with him,

she can no longer mother him



--she must become a disciple like the others




--pick up her cross 

and follow him.

We see this even more clearly 

in an incident that took place at the prime of his ministry



while He was talking to the multitudes…

and someone said to Him: 

"Look, Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside, seeking to speak with You." 

And this is when Jesus answered and said to the one who told Him, 

"Who is My mother and who are My brothers ?"  

And at that moment,

he stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said,

 "Here are My mother and My brothers! For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother."  

The next time we encounter Jesus and his mother together 

is at the cross.

His mission on earth is almost accomplished.

It is almost “finished.”

John, (the disciple Jesus loved) is there, too,
standing by the cross.

The time has come when the words that were prophesied at his dedication 

will come to pass

--that sword is piercing her soul.

We mothers cannot begin to imagine 

what it would be like 

to see our own child, 

blood dripping down his face and body, 

spit dropping from his beard, 

hanging on a cross.

Our minds won’t let us go there.

But one thing we can imagine 
is Jesus there on that cross,

looking around 
to see who is there.

He is looking for his mother.

And when he sees her, 
there next to John, 

the disciple He loved, he spoke to her.

Now, if you and I had been in charge,


we would have had Jesus call her mother


at this moment. 

But as we know from Scripture,


he doesn’t.

Again, 

he addresses her as woman, this time saying:

“Woman, behold your son!" 

And then,

we hear him also speak to John, saying: 

"Here is your mother." 

And Scripture informs us 

that from that hour, 

the disciple took her into his own home. 

Jesus’ mission on earth is now complete.

His work is finished.

And his mother’s soul was pierced.

So, 

what can we say about the relationship between Jesus and his mother? 
Was it restored—or not?

I believe that we can safely say…

Yes, but not to its original state.

because…both of them had changed.

Jesus had reached a point in his life 

when he no longer needed mothering.

And even though Mary, 

like many mothers,


would have been happy to continue mothering him 

all the days of his life,


this is not what he needed from her.

She was now a part of a much larger family

--that included not only his mother, brothers and sisters

but every one of his disciples. 

And I believe that this is the message God has for us on this Mothers’ Day 2011:

We are all mothers…and fathers…and brothers…and sisters 

to one another


because we are the family of God.

I believe that God is calling us to wake up and realize this 

before it is too late.

[talk about funerals, recent loss of our members] 

C. K. Chesterson once said:
“We spend the first half of our lives fighting with our parents, and the second half fighting with our children. Well, I believe we need to spend all of our lives loving one another and doing it before it is too late. The Lord Jesus gives us a great example of how, right to the very end, we need to love our families.”

And to those of us who are mothers,


our call is to do the best we can, 

keeping in mind 

that our goal is to let our children grow up


by mothering less and less over time.

It’s not an easy job to say the least.

Many of us can probably identify 

with something a wise person 

by the name of 

Lisa T. Shepherd once said as well:

“In raising my children, I have lost my mind but found my soul.”

May God bless mothers everywhere on this special day


--in this place and throughout the world. 

Amen.

