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Sermon: “Toy Box Series ~ Lessons Learned from the Toys You Loved as a Child” 

Weebles that Wobble but Don’t Fall Down 
Scripture Readings:

2 Corinthians 4:8-16

We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted , but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. 

But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture — "I believed, and so I spoke" — we also believe, and so we speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

Psalm 37:23-28

Our steps are made firm by the LORD,

when he delights in our way;

though we stumble , we shall not fall headlong,

for the LORD holds us by the hand.

I have been young, and now am old,

yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken

or their children begging bread.

They are ever giving liberally and lending,

and their children become a blessing.

Depart from evil, and do good;

so you shall abide forever.

For the LORD loves justice;

he will not forsake his faithful ones.

Introduction:  Give history from book Toy Box Series
Weebles: The toy that Wobbles but doesn’t fall down. Actually, the toy does fall down. It just doesn’t stay down. Perhaps a better name for it might be: Weebles that Wobble: The toy that falls down but doesn’t stay down.  

…because the reality is: Life does knock us down—again and again! And oftentimes, there is notthing we can do about it--because much of what knocks us down is beyond our control and much bigger than we are.  
And we all know what thist is like:
One person said:

You know it’s a bad day when you call suicide prevention and they put you on hold...
Another said… You know it’s a bad day when your horn gets stuck behind a Hell's Angels motorcycle gang...
And still another person said: You know it’s a bad day when you see a 60 MINUTES news team waiting in your office
And finally: You know it’s a bad day when you hit a hole-in-one in golf, and you're playing alone.

Well, this is life. We all have times in our life when we are like the cowboy who was in a heap of trouble. 
A wild bull was after him. Head down and nostrils snorting, the bull charged toward him. The cowboy dove into a convenient recess in the ground. As soon as the bull passed over the hole, the cowboy leaped out. The bull came back, madder than ever. Right before the bull reached him, the cowboy ducked back into the hole. Then, when the bull passed, he popped back out again. He did this several times. A passing stranger watching this scenario shouted, "Hey, cowboy, why don't you just stay in the hole?" Leaping out again, the cowboy yelled, "There's a bear in that hole!" That's how it is some days. We get caught between a bull and a bear. 

Well, getting back to the Bible, St. Paul certainly knew what it was like to have a bad day. He had had many of them during his lifetime--shipwrecks, beatings, and imprisonment. He had been afflicted, crushed, perplexed, persecuted, and struck down.
And yet, he was somehow able to rise above it all… to not be crushed; not be driven to despair; and not be forsaken; struck down, or destroyed.
He was a real life version of that Weeble--that falls down but doesn’t stay down.  

 How was this possible? Our Scriptures will teach us…Let’s take a closer look…  
St. Paul was one of those people 
who never let his circumstances 

get the best of him.
He knew the secret of rising above them. 
Whether shipwrecked, 
imprisoned, 
or in chains, 
his life testified to the truth 
that as disciples of Jesus Christ, 

we are victors 
not victims. 

And what exactly was Paul's secret? 
He tells us: It was the transcendent power of God 
that dwelled inside of him. 
The Sprit of Jesus Christ lived within him 
and therefore, nothing from the outside 
was strong enough to crush his spirit. 
Because he had faith in Jesus Christ,

Paul didn’t just cope: 
He faced situations head on and conquered. 
And the reason he knew to do this was 

because he was wise enough to accept the fact, 
first of all, that opposition is part of life.

…contrary to what some persons seem to think 
--that life should always give them wind at their back 
so that they can float through life effortlessly. 
These persons complain if things do not go their way. 
And if the currents against them are strong enough, 
they throw up their hands and say,
"Oh well, it wasn't meant to be anyway." 


But this is not at all the way Scripture teaches us to respond.

The response that Paul describes is more like 

that of the bird who had worked hard all day, building its nest. That night a storm came, and the next morning the bird's home was on the ground, ruined to pieces. And where was the bird? Not standing indecisively over the destruction. It was busily rebuilding the nest. 

Truly, "Life is hard." 
But we know from history 

that there are those who have confronted this truth head on
and made significant contributions to life.

They are living examples of those not only coped, but conquered. 


Beethoven was one such person.

When his famous "Ode to Joy" was first performed 
it was instantly acclaimed!

But Beethoven could only hear it in his imagination
…for he was deaf, you see.

As the story goes, 

his success came only after some serious inner turmoil.

When he was first diagnosed with the deafness, 
he withdrew from others,

refusing to reveal his dilemma.

He wrote to a friend, 
"Your Beethoven is most unhappy and at strife with nature and the Creator." 
He knew, though, 
that he could never be happy unless he was composing music. 
So compose he did, even though he could not enjoy 
the sound of his own work. 


Another person who did not stay down was Grandma Moses. 
Anna Mary Robertson was her maiden name.

While working as a hired girl on a farm, 
she met and married a hired hand--named Tom Moses. 
In time, they were able to have a farm of their own and raised ten children. 


As the story goes, 

Anna loved to do needlework, 
but as she became older, 
her hands were stiffened with arthritis. 
At the age of eighty, 
she could no longer handle a needle to embroider, 
so she decided to try painting. 
She found she could handle the paintbrush more easily 
and began to paint pictures
--mostly farm and country scenes. 

One day, a New York City art collector 
passed through her small town 
and saw her pictures in a drugstore. 
The rest is history. 
Starting after eighty years of age, 
Grandma Moses painted over fifteen hundred popular paintings!

--twenty-five percent, of which,

were painted after she was one hundred years old. 
All because she had moved from coping to conquering. 
Like St. Paul, she was wise enough to accept the fact that opposition is part of life. 


There is something else that can be said of St. Paul:

He also knew, that by the grace of God, opposition often presents opportunity.

He had within himself the transcendent power of God that empowered him to do this.

Whenever he was shipwrecked 

or imprisoned 

or delayed in his journeys, 

he took the opportunity to witness 

to new persons about Jesus Christ. 

And God used every one of those opportunities 

to plant faith and cause it to sprout up in unexpected places. 

He assumed that that was where God meant for him to be, 

and he continued to do what he believed 

God would have him do… 

Thus, opposition became opportunity and he rose above those situations 

and reach out to others and help make their lives better. 
THIS IS THE GOOD NEWS FOR US TODAY!

With Christ as our source of power, we can become conquerors, too.
And the way to do this is by turning the difficult situations of life
into opportunities for helping others.

Years ago, a preacher by the name of Clovis G. Chappel, faced some unnamed situation 
that looked utterly hopeless. 
Then, by the grace of God, a man came to him and said something to him 

that gave him a new perspective of the situation.

"I love to get in a hard place for my Lord," the man said. "I love to get in a place that is so hard that there is no chance to get through without getting down on both hands and knees and crawling through to God."  


With the transcendent power of God working in our lives
--we too can turn conquer the difficulties of life.

 

If we earnestly desire it, God will grant us the gift of resiliency

--which is the ability to work with adversity in such a way 
that we become stronger as a result of the experience.
As one by the name of Napoleon Hill once said, 

The strongest oak of the forest is not the one that is protected from the storm and hidden from the sun. It's the one that stands in the open where it is compelled to struggle for its existence against the winds and rains and the scorching sun.

With tenacity of spirit—
we have the determination 
to not only conquer adversity 

--but also to embrace all that makes life worth living
--even in the face of overwhelming odds…

God’s transcendent power, working in us,

will enable us to get back up 

even if life knocks us down…

Author Warren Bennis explained this well, saying:

The leaders I met, whatever walk of life they were from, whatever institutions they were presiding over, always referred back to the same failure - something that happened to them that was personally difficult, even traumatic, something that made them feel that desperate sense of hitting bottom--as something they thought was almost a necessity. It's as if at that moment the iron entered their soul; that moment created the resilience that leaders need. 

As Christian believers, we have a sense of identity and purpose 

that enables us to hold fast to the vision of a better future. 

And it all begins with saying “Yes” to Christ, which is saying “yes” to life
—no matter what the circumstance.

It doesn't matter so much what you do for a living. 
The important thing is: 
What do you long for? Do you dare to dream of meeting your heart's longing?

It doesn't matter so much how old or young you are. 
The important thing is: 
Will you risk looking like a fool for love, for the adventure of being alive?

It doesn't matter so much what you look like on the outside. 
The important thing is: 
“Have you touched the center of your own being?  
Can you sit with pain, mine or your own, without moving to hide it or fade it, or fix it?”
This is important….because resilience does not blind our eyes to others, it is not a form of denial.

Rather,  it leads us to embrace the world -

with all its agonies and all its mystery.

It is my prayer that each of us be resilient in Christ, for in Him, all things are possible.  
It is my prayer for each of us to be a candle unto this hurting world.

May we always remember that even in the face of calamity and misery, 
we are called to respond with faith, hope and love.

So what it all seems to come down to is this:

“How is it with your soul?” 

“Can you live with failure, 

yours and mine, 

and still look toward the heavens and shout, 

‘The Lord liveth!’ ? ”
…for God is our Rock,


our “steps are made firm by the LORD,

when he delights in our way;

though we stumble , we shall not fall headlong,

for the LORD holds us by the hand.”
Let us exalt Him in all circumstances.   

Let us praise him in joyful song.

A hymn has been provided in our worship bulletin
--one that will help us do this is a way that lifts our Spirit and gives us life.

It is entitled: “I Will Call upon the Lord.”  

Let us sing…

