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Sermon: “Our Faithful God”
Scriptures: Psalm 89:1-37

I will sing of your steadfast love, O LORD, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations. I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. You said, "I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to my servant David: 'I will establish your descendants forever, and build your throne for all generations.'"

Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones. For who in the skies can be compared to the LORD? Who among the heavenly beings is like the LORD, a God feared in the council of the holy ones, great and awesome above all that are around him? O LORD God of hosts, who is as mighty as you, O LORD? Your faithfulness surrounds you. You rule the raging of the sea; when its waves rise, you still them. You crushed Rahab like a carcass; you scattered your enemies with your mighty arm. The heavens are yours, the earth also is yours; the world and all that is in it — you have founded them. The north and the south — you created them; Tabor and Hermon joyously praise your name. You have a mighty arm; strong is your hand, high your right hand. Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before you. Happy are the people who know the festal shout, who walk, O LORD, in the light of your countenance; they exult in your name all day long, and extol your righteousness. For you are the glory of their strength; by your favor our horn is exalted. For our shield belongs to the LORD, our king to the Holy One of Israel.

Then you spoke in a vision to your faithful one, and said:"I have set the crown on one who is mighty, I have exalted one chosen from the people. I have found my servant David; with my holy oil I have anointed him; my hand shall always remain with him; my arm also shall strengthen him. The enemy shall not outwit him, the wicked shall not humble him. I will crush his foes before him and strike down those who hate him. My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him; and in my name his horn shall be exalted. I will set his hand on the sea and his right hand on the rivers. He shall cry to me, 'You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation!' 

I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. Forever I will keep my steadfast love for him, and my covenant with him will stand firm. 

I will establish his line forever, and his throne as long as the heavens endure. If his children forsake my law and do not walk according to my ordinances, if they violate my statutes and do not keep my commandments, then I will punish their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with scourges; but I will not remove from him my steadfast love, or be false to my faithfulness. I will not violate my covenant, or alter the word that went forth from my lips. Once and for all I have sworn by my holiness; I will not lie to David. His line shall continue forever, and his throne endure before me like the sun. It shall be established forever like the moon, an enduring witness in the skies.”

2 Timothy 2:8-13

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David — that is my gospel, for which I suffer hardship, even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, so that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. The saying is sure:

If we have died with him, we will also live with him;

if we endure, we will also reign with him;

if we deny him, he will also deny us;

if we are faithless, he remains faithful —

for he cannot deny himself.

Introduction: Have you ever made a promise to anyone? I am sure that every person in this room has—at some time in our lives. Promise-making probably began when we were children. Some of us found creative ways to us to seal our promises to one another by creating rituals—I have heard that in the olden days, boys made their fingertips bleed so that they could become blood brothers, thereby promising each other that they would be friends forever. Most of us girls were not so daring. We bought heart necklaces—one hearts that was made in two haves. Each girl wore half of the heart, signifying that she and her friend were one—each was incomplete without the other, and they would remain best friends--forever.  
Then there were those smaller promises that we used to say aloud: “Cross my heart, hope to die, stick a needle in my eye.” Sometimes we said the words when we didn’t mean them. Feeling compelled to make the promise, we found a way out to make it null and void—by crossing our fingers behind our back—which also meant that we didn’t have to keep it!
Well, both of this morning’s Scripture readings are about exactly this—the making of promises and the keeping of promises—by remaining faithful to the ones with whom we have given the promise. We human beings expect that we have a part in keeping the covenant—that we are expected to be faithful to God.
But what surprised me when I read these Scriptures this past week was that God has promised to be faithful to us, as well. God be faithful??? Doesn’t that sound a bit strange?

Well, the Psalmist has bequeathed us a whole collection of songs on the subject of faithfulness, and the apostle Paul, in his letter to young Timothy, writes about it also. Both have much to teach us about our faithfulness to God and God’s faithfulness to us. Let’s take a closer look….
The Biblical word for promise is “covenant.”

It means the same in the New and Old Testament


--a covenant is a vow, an agreement, a pledge.

The word has the the same meaning in our present day.

It is known as a “contract”
in the secular world. 

We enter into contracts with others 

in a variety of situations

and business dealings. 

We sign a contract, for example, 
when we rent an apartment

or purchase a home.
We also enter into a contract 
when we say our vows in marriage



--promising to share our entire lives with that one person.

We seal our vow with a kiss.


And we make it legal by signing a marriage license.

The reality is:

We enter into contracts all the time 

--every time we sign our name.

These contracts are bound by law

--which is why we should take the time 

and effort 

to read the “fine print.”  

Did you know

…that we have contracts in our religious life, too?
Only, we don’t call them contracts.

We call them “covenants.”

And, 
there is one big difference: 



The covenants we make in our religious life
are not bound by law.


This is exactly what Paul was hoping to teach young Timothy in his letter.
To make this point clear, Paul uses a metaphor


--one that was actually very real in his own life



--that of being bound by chains.

Paul, as we know,

had been imprisoned for preaching Christ
—locked up like a criminal.

“I have been bound by chains,” Paul said,

but “the word of God is not chained.”

Exactly which words was Paul referring to?
Every word that God has ever spoken


…ever since the creation of the world,



God has made covenants with us

speaking words of promise




--all intended for our good.

One of the first covenants,


(as we recall)


was given us by God

right after the great flood.

“Never again will I destroy the earth with water,”

God promised humankind,

and He placed a rainbow in the sky



to remind us continually 

of this promise.

No mention was made of the peoples’ part in the covenant.


It was like a free gift from God



--assurance that He had a future in store for them.

Over the ages,

God watched over those he had created,

and he continued to make covenants with them

--as He saw necessary.

In time,


He even chose a group of people 

that He wanted to call His own,

and he chose Abraham to be their leader,



saying:

“No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham ; for I have made you a father of many nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you. Also I give to you and your descendants after you the land in which you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I will be their God." 

This was God’s part in the covenant.
It appears that the time had come when God expected something in return:




He required that his chosen children make a promise to Him




---to have a part in the covenant.

And God said to Abraham :
"As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you throughout their generations. 

“You shall keep my covenant”


which meant that the people of God 

were expected to be faithful to God.

The fine print came later

…in the form of many laws



--which the people were unable or unwilling 




to keep to perfection.

So sacrifices became required


--the spilling of blood upon the altar of God



--again and again.

Finally,


when God became convinced 

that the people were not doing well 

in keeping their part of the covenant,


He sent a prophet 

to make an very important announcement:

"Behold, the days are coming,” said the LORD [to the prophet Jeremiah], "Behold, the days are coming, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah — not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more." 

No longer would the people 
strive to keep their part of the covenant 
out of fear.

Rather, 

from that time on, God would help them


by giving them a conscience;



they would have God’s law 

written on their hearts.


They would now be capable of obeying 

out of love, 

rather than out of fear.
The new covenant that God made with his people

would be sealed not with the blood of animals

but with his son’s own blood.

And the amazing thing is: 

He did this while we were yet sinners,

and this proves God’s love toward us.

We know these words by heart. 

We hear them every communion Sunday.

…because Jesus gave us a ritual

to help us remember this. 

It happened during the Last Supper that Jesus had his disciples 
in that Upper Room, when 

he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you.  For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.  

The new covenant was the one 

Jeremiah had talked about 

hundreds of years earlier. 

It was now in effect.
It was a covenant 

in which God agreed 

to do everything.
No matter how badly we mess up,


God forgives us—again and again.
And, the most amazing part is:

He did it ahead of time.

Everyone was welcome at the table


--even Judas, who would soon betray him.

When Jesus lifted that cup of blessing


it was as he was saying,

“Look, I know who you are. I know you will not be innocent of the blood in this cup, but I will not let that come between us. This is my gift to you. Let my life become your life through the blood of this covenant.”

This is as close as kin can get


--it made us blood brothers and sister with Christ 




--best friends forever.
There is nothing we can do to break the bond


--because even if we are faithless, 

God remains faithful.
But what about the 

“if we deny him, he will deny us” part? 

we should ask.

And then we are reminded that Jesus himself spoke these words when he said:

“Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. “But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.”  

But even if we deny God, and He denies us,


God still loves us


His love is steadfast.
God is always there—ready to take us back…
--because that is 

who He is.

So, back to our original question:
“What exactly does it mean—that God is faithful?

Perhaps it would be more beneficial to ask what it doesn’t mean.


It doesn’t mean that He will grant our every desire.



It doesn’t mean that our lives will be easy or pain-free.
We should not expect this. 


It has never been promised to us.

But there are some things we can count on--for sure:

1) God’s love remains steadfast.



And nothing can separate us from His love

“neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers…nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

2) Another thing we can count on—for certain


is that God will work all things together for good for those who love him.
…because the undeniable truth is: 

God knows much better than we do 

what it is that we need.

Oh, to be more like the little girl whom the farmer found lost in his meadow! The farmer said to her, "Do not cry; I'll take you home." The little child snuggled up to him, and with a smile, said, "I knew you would; I was waiting for you." "Waiting for me?" said the man. "What made you think I was coming?" "I was praying you would." she said. "Praying? When I first heard you, you were saying A B C D E F G. What was that for?" She looked up again and said, "I'm just a little girl. I was praying all the letters of the alphabet and letting God put them together the way He wanted to. He knows I was lost, and He knows how to put them together better than I do." 

What a difference it would make in our lives 

if we would let God 

put the letters of our lives together.

We don’t have to cross our heart and hope to die.
We don’t have to stick a needle in our eye.
If we claim God, God will claim us


--and He will be there for us 

“through thick and thin.”

This is enough.

A certain woman, after suffering many losses, went to visit a great doctor for sympathy. After sitting with him in his study for some time, she suddenly exclaimed, "I've got it! I've got it!" The surprised doctor immediately asked what she had got. Instead of answering directly she pointed to a text over the mantelpiece, on which the words were engraved:  "THOU REMAINEST." And she said, "I see now that no matter how much I lose, God remains, and He is all I need."
Our own hearts will be a peace 

once we, too, 

arrive at this point of realization 

in our lives:
If we have God
 we have everything.

For great is His faithfulness unto us!
There is a hymn in our Hymnal which expresses this beautifully.

It is entitled “Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” 

page 140.

Let us unite our voices 

and join our hearts 

as we sing to God, 

this inspired hymn.
 

