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Sermon: First Sunday of Advent
“Awake and Put on the Armor of Light”

Scripture Readings

Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness —on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Romans 13:11-14

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

Matthew 5:14-16

"You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.  
John 8:12-13

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life." 

Introduction:
Well, as much as we would like for our children to remember that Jesus is “the reason for the season,” we know that their minds are focused on the presents they hope to receive for Christmas.

Some of us will be buying gifts for small children this year. It helps to know what they are “into” before going out and making purchases. This past week, I called my daughter-in-law Heather and asked her what Eliza wants for Christmas this year. She said “everything”—that in response to every girl’s toy commercial that airs Eliza says “I want that!” The same thing happened with our kids when they were small. 

I was reminded of something funny that happened with one of our friends, Leslie, back in the 80s when our kids were all very young. Leslie had a young four year old boy named Marky who was so excited about Christmas that he couldn’t wait to tell everyone. One evening, Leslie decided to let her son call his granddad who lived in another city. She couldn’t really hear what her son was saying to his grandpa but she was alarmed when all of a sudden she heard him sobbing uncontrollably. Grabbing the phone away from him she asked her dad what in the world had happened.   “Well,” he said, “I asked him what he wanted for Christmas and he told me he wanted a BUD LIGHT BEER.  I was shocked and said, ‘Well Marky you just can’t have that for Christmas!”
Oh, Dad! Leslie exclaimed, what Marky was saying was that what he wanted for Christmas is a BUZZ LIGHT YEAR!

Buzz Lightyear, as some of you might know, is an action figure that made his first appearance in the original Toy Story movie. He is characterized as courageous and as always wanting to do right and follow the rules. 

His name is said to have been inspired by the Apollo 11 astronaut Buzz Aldrin, who is said to have acknowledged the tribute himself by taking a Buzz Lightyear doll out of his bag during a speech that he made at NASA. Just for the record, Buzz Aldrin did not, however, receive any endorsement fees for the use of his first name.

Well, this leads us back to our message for today—which, as we have gathered from our Scripture readings is light.
Our readings began with a prophecy—a word of hope given by God to the prophet Isaiah. Speaking as though it had already transpired, Isaiah tells of a great light that has shined on the people—one those who walked in darkness, who lived in a land of deep darkness. It was the light who had come into the world to save humankind from their oppressors.
Next we heard from the Apostle Paul. In the letter he wrote to the church at Rome, Paul talked about light also--which he understood it to be something (or rather someone) that could not only save us but protect us as well.     

And then we heard from Gospel writer Matthew—who saw the followers of Christ as being the light of the world. 

And our final Scripture reading this morning is from Gospel writer John. Jesus had just saved the life of the woman caught in adultery, who had almost been stoned by the crowd. After the incident was over, Jesus spoke to the people again, saying, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life."

So here we have it: Several different Bibles passages—each of them about light. This is just a sampling—for the entire Bible is enveloped by the image of light—both literally and figuratively. Let’s take a closer look…     

The story of the Bible 

is enveloped by the image of light,


and
it is all held in place 

by a pair of  “book-ends” 






(so to speak.)

We first hear about light 

in the first book of the Bible, Genesis,

as God calls it into being.
Chapter one:

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.  And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

We hear about light for the final time in the book of Revelation,



when the light of God obliterates all traces of darkness:

And the night shall be no more;


No light of lamp or sun is needed,



for the Lord God 

will be their light.

Between these two beacons,

the imagery of light makes about 200 appearances



with light emerging as one of the Bible’s 

most complex symbols.

As we look, we can’t help but notice is that it is always in conflict 

with its counterpart: darkness.
 



The dichotomy between light and darkness 


was set up by the earliest of thinkers who viewed the two 

as combatants --in a perpetual battle for dominance.

In truth, it is impossible to understand the biblical imagery of light 


without seeing it as “the great antithesis and conqueror of darkness.”

We know from the beginning of God’s story that light is the greater of the two.

Light is the ally of humankind, protecting people as they, themselves, 
battle the forces of chaos and danger that they encounter in their lives.

And it is this aspect of light that we will be “centering in” on today



--light as our protector




--and as our protection.

Have you ever been afraid of the dark?

Most of us were as children, and some still are.

I can remember being afraid of the dark when I was young

--as though it was just yesterday.

I grew up in Houston, Texas, where lots of bad things happened at night

--in the dark.

No street lights on the street I lived on, ironically, it was named Candlelight Lane.

No night lights inside the house I lived in
--though I am certain they had been invented by then.

And so it was: 

When evening came, and the lights were all turned off,




the battle began within my soul





--the battle between darkness and light.

The earliest earth-dwellers had it even worse than you or I did.

To the primitive human beings, the absence of light could mean absolute terror!

And the battle didn’t end there.

In Job’s story of the deposed rulers, we hear about those “who grope in the dark without light.”

Indeed, darkness can be a very scary thing.
Light, on the other hand, is life-giving and life-sustaining.

It can serve as protection from the dangers that lurk in the darkness.

And this is why those people that Isaiah made reference to

--who walked in darkness 


--who lived in a land of deep darkness



were so filled with hope




when they saw: 

the great light!
And as we modern-day people (many centuries later) now know,




that great light was none other than Jesus Christ,

He was the one people had been waiting for many centuries:

the light of heaven,


the light of the world.

And now he is come,


bringing with him the promise

 “Whoever follows me





will never walk in darkness






but will have the light of life.”

…exactly what we needed to know


--that there is a way we can be kept safe




--from the evil that lurks 

in the dark places of our lives.

Our protector is Jesus Christ, who is the way, the truth and the life.



who is the light of life.

It is clear that we need Jesus Christ now, more than ever--for we live in a world 

that is filled with darkness.

All we have to do is turn on the TV or pick up the newspaper



to know that our world is not a safe place to live.

Even so, we must not let the darkness steal our joy.

We must not let fear stifle us or prevent us from living life to the fullest…
….for Jesus said:

I have come that you might have life, and have it abundantly.


And the way we are able to do that is by covering ourselves with Christ

and by taking the light of Jesus into ourselves.
The way to be safe from the evils of life is to make Jesus Christ 
part of who we are.

The time has come, 

Paul tells us:

to wake up and put on the armor of light.

--to lay aside the works of darkness




and put on Jesus Christ.  

And then again, in his letter to the Corinthian church, he says it--in this way:

Do not lose heart… For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

How amazing this is!

When Jesus Christ shines in our hearts,


we become the light of the world--just as Jesus said.

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.  
Taking the light of Christ into our being,

shining before others shows them the way to Christ

who will shine in them, too if they will also take him into themselves. 

This is how it works--this thing we call evangelism.

It’s not about 

“beating others over the head” with the Bible.

It’s about living the kind of life that enables others to see Christ.

And how exactly do we do that?

We live honorably. 

not reveling in drunkenness, immorality or indecency, 

not getting involved in fighting or jealousy. 

Rather, we do all the good works we can, giving the glory to “our Father who art in heaven.”
In a practical sense, there are specific ways we can do this during the Christmas season



--the one time of year when society does seem to pause 

--even if for only a moment

to give honor to the newborn King.

I have two suggestions that I feel strongly about this year.\:

First, don’t be afraid to say “Merry Christmas” instead of Happy Holidays.

And when you do say it,


don’t say it with a sense of haughtiness in your voice.

That won’t win any souls for Christ.

Say it sincerely, so that your light 


can cover and fill them 

with the light of Christ.

Secondly, please remember to mention this church when you write your Christmas letter.

Unfortunately, most of the Christmas letters (that I have read in my lifetime)

 
make no mention of the church



and how important it is in the life of the person or family.

What a wonderful opportunity those Christmas letters are 

to let your family and friends know that the church is your family too


--the place you live and grow in the Lord.

No one can deny that Christmas has become so commercialized 

that it is easy to forget what it is really about!
But the good part is: The Christmas season provides us with an abundance of opportunities 

for spreading the light of God’s glory across the world.

Let us not be reluctant to let our light shine. 

Marianne Williamson, un her book Return to Love, offers words of empowerment 

to all who are afraid to let their light shine. 

Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. 

Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure.

It is our light not our darkness that most frightens us.

We ask ourselves, who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous,
talented and fabulous?

Actually, who are you not to be?

You are a child of God.

Your playing small does not serve the world.

There's nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other

people won't feel insecure around you.

We were born to make manifest the glory of
God that is within us.

It's not just in some of us; it's in everyone.

And as we let our own light shine,
we unconsciously give other people
permission to do the same.



We have the light of Jesus, and in him, there is no darkness at all. 

Shine in our hearts, Lord Jesus!
There is a hymn in our hymnal that expresses this desire beautifully. 

It is entitled  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light, and it is located on  p.  206.
Let us now sing this hymn together.

