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Sermon for World Communion Sunday: “A True Friend”
Scripture: John 15:12-15

12 "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  13 No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends.  14 You are my friends if you do what I command you.  15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.  NRSV

Introduction

The key word for today is “friend.” Now that October is here and Halloween decorations have started to make their appearance, I am reminded of an old “scary” movie that portrayed the concept of “friendship” in an unforgettable way. You may remember the movie: Bride of Frankenstein, starring Boris Karloff:

As the story goes, Frankenstein himself stumbles into a blind man’s cottage, and the man notices right away that the monster cannot speak. And the blind man says to the monster “Are you as afflicted as I? You can not speak and I cannot see. Maybe we can help each other. We can be friends!” 
Then the blind man gets down on his knees and he prays, saying: “Thank you, Lord! You have sent me a friend in my terrible loneliness.” For a brief time the monster lives in the blind man’s cottage, listens to music that the blind man plays on the violin, and learns to say a few words, including the word, “friend.” 
[Show the video clip]

The episode ends with a group of hunters coming to the door and finding Frankenstein. They disregard the blind man’s protests and burn down the cottage. The next scene shows Frankenstein groping his way back out into the darkness, saying the word, “Friend? Friend?” 

Well, the scene is both pitiful and humorous--at the same time. And, when we make the effort to give it some thought, we see that a truth is revealed—there is nothing more life-engendering—more humanizing--than friendship. 
Jesus would agree with this statement, wholeheartedly. And this is why he offered his disciples friendship—because they needed it and he needed it. Let’s take a closer look….

Every person 
who has ever been lonely 
would agree: 

There is nothing more painful than loneliness. 
Studies show

that persons who have no friends 
are the most unhappy people of all.

They are believed to be 
less healthy

and statistics show 

that they die earlier 

than persons who do 

have friends. 

I am sure that any person 

who has ever spent time in prison 



would agree



that solitary confinement 
is the worst kind of punishment of all.

Barbara Streisand had it right when she sang: 

people who need people are the luckiest people in the world.

And we might add: 

that people who need people 

are very, very blessed indeed!

A closer look

at today’s Scripture reading 



will show us 
how very true this it!
And as we take that closer look, 

a couple of questions 
come to mind: 
Like:

“Why is it that we need friends?” 
and 
“How do we go about getting that need met?” 
Tim Keller, 

pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in NYC

offers answers to these questions for us.

He begins by giving us two reasons why we need friends. 
“First of all,”

 he says: 

“We need friends because we are created in the image of God.” 
And how could we human beings 

possibly be friends with a God

who is all powerful and mighty?

Well, to begin with, 

when we look at today’s Scripture in Greek 
we discover 
that the word “love” that is used here 
is actually “friendship love.” 
The word used in this verse is not agape
-- but rather, Phileo, which means friend.

So in essence,

what Jesus is really saying here is this: 
“As the Father and I have been friends eternally, so, I befriend you.” 

And when we consider the creation story

and the doctrine of the Trinity,
it makes perfect sense

that we were created 

to be friends with God.

The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are one. 
All three were present at the creation of the world

--as Genesis chapter 1 states:

Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; 

And why would they want to create humankind?

Because our God is a relational God.

The Bible teaches us 
is that relationship

has always existed. 
The Father, Son and Holy Spirit have always existed.
At creation,

when Adam, 

the first man, 
was created, 
God saw that he was lonely. 
This makes sense:

Adam was lonely because he was made in the image of God,

and we have a relational God.
Adam had to have someone 
to share his life with. 
And the reason we need friends 
is because we too 

made in the image of God,

are like God. 
It can be said, then,

that the less we need friends, 
the less we are like God. 
So  this is the first answer to the question, 
“Why do we need friends?”    

We need friends because we are created by a relational God. 

The second answer to the question is this: 
“We need friends because we need God.”

This reasoning may sound odd

…so Rev. Keller helps us 

by clarifying.

God is the source of all friendship

--The Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

are the source of all relationship.

Because we need friendship with God


we are drawn to our fellow human beings



in the attempt to be close to God.

The only way we can come to know God personally



is in relationship with our fellow brothers and sisters.
The problem is,

we human beings are not able 

to be perfect friends to one another…

[expound about friends letting each other down]

We human beings are not able 

to be perfect friends to one another…but God can. 
God can give us love 
that is both agape and phileo.

And this is why the only really satisfying friendship 
is friendship with God through his Son, Jesus Christ

 --the only perfect human being. 
All of us need this kind of friend.

So, how exactly do we go about getting our need met? 
We get our need met

through our relationships 

with friends who are 
as true as possibly they can be.

Rev. Keller identifies for us, 

the marks of a true friend:
A true friend 


is someone who always lets you in 
and never lets you down. 
Our Scripture reading for this morning

shows us that Jesus was open with his disciples.

He let them in
by sharing with them 

everything he had learned 
from his Father. 
And he did not abandon them

—and he was there for them 
to the end.

Earlier in the Gospel of John, chapter 13, verse 1,


the writer teaches us that this is true, saying:

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end .

He even asked the Father to send his Holy Spirit, to be with them forever.  
This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him, Jesus told his disciples. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.  On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.  They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them." 

A friendship characterized by 

candor and constancy. 
It is the kind of friend we need

--the kind of friend Jesus is to us.
True friendship just doesn’t work 
unless both are present.
We know from experience 

that we cannot experience true friendship 
with persons who are guarded
--who won’t be open with us

--who won’t let us in. 
True friends share their secrets with one another,


knowing that it is safe to do so.   

This is what the word friendship actually means in Hebrew 
--‘secret.”
 Jesus shared his secrets with us. 
And we, 

in turn, 

are invited to share our secrets with him.

And how do we do this?
--By spending time with him 

and being in conversation 

with him. 

Jesus is not dead. 

He is alive!
He breathes. 
We catch a sense of how true this is

each time we read the Bible. 
[talk about not being able to put the Bible down]

Our God is alive and breathing.

And this is what makes Christianity different 
from all other religions. 

Our God is alive--not dead!

He is present with us always


--guiding us and going through life with us. 

It can be said that an acquaintance 
is one who is willing to give you guidance 
but a friend is one who will actually go with you..

God is a true friend: 
He goes through life with us, and  he gave his life for us!
 “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends.” 
And this is exactly what Jesus did for us.

His death on the cross saves us. 
We are saved by love

--at the moment we realize 

that he did this for us.

We can feel the power of his love for us
when we know him on a personal level
--if we are in relationship with him,  



if he is our friend, 

As we know,

there are persons all over the world 
who call themselves “Christians”

but do not know Christ.

They might be his servants 

but they and Jesus are not yet 

friends.
They do not have what we all long for.
--a friend who cares, 

is willing share his or her heart with us,



who will listen to us 
when we share our heart





--someone who will never 
abandon us.
 

Deep down,

perhaps we are all 
like that monster. 
We too are groping in the darkness crying,
 
“Friend? Friend?

If I could just have the friend I long for
then I could be human, 

I could be whole.” 

Thankfully, 

that friend is available to us 

in Jesus Christ.
He is our true friend.  
In just a few minutes,

on this day that we call World Communion Sunday,


we will have opportunity 

to celebrate our friendship with Jesus Christ 
and Christians all over the world.
Thanks be to God for making this possible. 
Thanks be to Jesus for being our true friend. 

Thanks be to the Holy Spirit for connecting us 

and holding us together. Amen.

