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 “Toy Box Series” How we Learned to Share: Fisher Price Casher Register
Scripture Readings 

2 Corinthians 9:6-15

The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. As it is written, "He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them and with all others, while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

John 10:7-10

Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.  All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them.  I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”  
Introduction:  “Show and Tell” of a Fisher Price Cash Register

· Designed for sharing

· The challenge

· What we learned about money and sharing through our play as children—that in order to have friends, we have to share. And, it doesn’t work to do so begrudgingly, either—Generosity has to come from the heart...   
So, have we been able to carry this lesson into our lives as grown-ups?

The way we best determine our answer to this question is by taking a closer look at the vows we have made when we first became members of this church. Orr Scripture readings for today will guide us as well. Let’s take a closer look… 
A few minutes ago, 


our confirmands vowed

to faithfully participate 
in the ministries of this congregation




by their prayers, 
their presence,





their gifts, 
their service

and their witness.
As they grow into adulthood


it is our prayer 

that they will



remain faithful to God

and hold true 

--to the vows that they have made
to God and to the church.
As long as they continue 

to be active members 

of this or any other United Methodist Church, 





they will not forget 
these vows that they have made

…because it is our practice



to remind ourselves of this covenant



each time we hold a baptismal service 

and every time we receive new members…





just as we have done this morning.

So, what does all this mean, exactly?

--to faithfully participate 
in the ministries of this congregation




by our prayers, 
our presence,





our gifts, 
our service

and our witness?
 Let’s consider each briefly…


beginning with…

“faithfully participating in the ministries of this congregation 
by our prayers…” 

[pause]
How is it 

that our prayers are a participation 

in the ministries of this congregation?

Prayers open us up to God


--not just as individuals



but as a whole church. 
It is been said 

that 

“a family that prayers together stays together.”
I believe that this is true...

for,

we are the family of God.

Our staying together depends on God

and our way of connecting with God 

and one another 

is through prayer.

And this is why is so important 


that we let others know
when we are praying for them. 

Who knows?

This just might be 

in God’s eyes, 

the most loving thing 

a person can do for another





--to bring them into the presence of God






through prayer.

[talk about the power of prayer that comes through great numbers of pray-ers]

[talk about my asking dying persons to put in a good word for us when they cross over to the other side]

Thank you all 

--very much 

--for praying for the well-being of this congregation!  

[pause]

Another vow we make as members of this congregation

is to faithfully participate in its ministries 

through our presence.
And what exactly does presence mean?
To be present in this sense, 
is to be visible


--to be right here in worship




--as often as possible.

This is the one time a week 

when all our hearts and minds 

are focused on God at once.
Now, 

in a physical sense,

 we may think that nobody notices



when we are absent.

But I can personally guarantee 

that they do notice 

and are concerned.

Speaking for myself, 

I definitely notice, 

and I miss you very much 

whenever you are not here.

I know that others miss you too

--because oftentimes 

they ask about you


--how you are doing,
hoping and praying 

that you are OK.

This is the way it is with families.

For us,

 worship is our family gathering.

Sunday morning is the only opportunity we have 

to be together.

And if any one of us to be absent

is like having a family member missing



from this, 

 our family reunion.
And if we had the ability to see 
what our combined presence looks like to God,




I believe that we would be amazed





at the power that rises up to God

as a result of our being together in this place.

So as you can see

your presence is

vitally important 

to this church!




Thank you for making 

that extra effort to be here



--especially when you are not feeling so energetic




and it would be much easier 

to just stay home.

This is what makes us a vital presence


--not only in this place



but in the community that surrounds us as well.

We, the people of West Covina UMC are intentional  

about being a vital presence 

in our community.
It is my hope

that even persons who just drive past our facility 


will drawn to us


(as Marilyn was).

It is my hope 

that as I give the invocation at City Council every several months


--and that as you are called upon 

to serve in the world 

as a representative of Christ





--that our love will exude





and all will know







that we are alive in Christ! 

I Praise God ahead of time for this!

[pause]
Another promise we make 

as members of this congregation

is to faithfully participate in its ministries 

through our gifts.
This includes the giving of our tithe

--which is the amount of money 

we have estimated that we will give. 

And, 
it also includes any gifts or special offerings


you may feel inclined to give in addition.

What a blessing it is…

when every once in a while,



for example,




one of you members receives an unexpected gift of money




--and out of gratitude to God,





you decide to share a portion of it 

with the church.

This, in turn,

 becomes for us, the church,
an unexpected gift

--for which we 
are greatly appreciative!
[pause]

This exact thing actually happened 

--not too long ago,


…and the unexpected gift 
enabled our church 
to pay its bills that month

…without having to dip into 

designated reserves. 

Thank you, 

our beloved family member!

[pause]

The carpets that we walked upon

as we entered the Sanctuary this morning 



are now clean and spotless




…because one of you




noticed that they needed 

to be stretched and cleaned


and gave an extra gift of money



to help it happen.

Thank you,

our beloved family member!

The stained glass windows,


the pews,



when we look around

we can see

the blessings that come 

from the generosity of those 

who have gone before us

and given generously.

Now, you may be wondering…


“How can we be talking about giving money at a time like this



--when our world is in a state of financial crisis?

All I know 

is that we can’t sit around 

and wait for things to get better


before we give.

God has called us to be active now


by trusting him 



to take care of us.

[pause]

So it is:

the gift of money that you will estimate to give 



--along with any extra gifts that come our way as a surprise




are what keep this congregation going
…and growing!
Thank you all 

very much 
for being such generous givers!

[pause]

Another promise we make 

as members of this congregation

is to faithfully participate in its ministries 

through our service.
This includes 

all the time, energy and effort



that you give to this congregation.

Some of you serve on church committees…such as


[name and define all of them]

If you would like to serve 

on one of these committees



please let me know.

There is a place for you.

[pause]

But, 


please know 

that you don’t have to be on a church committee 

in order to serve.

There are many opportunities for service!

The lavender insert in your envelope


that you received this morning



has some of those ways listed on it.

All you have to do is find something you would like to do


--fill in the blanks,



and place it in the offering plate.

Whether it’s a once-a–year commitment


--like helping deliver shoes at Christmas



--or a once-in-a-while commitment




--like serving as liturgist…




--or coffee host






--or substitute Sunday School teacher,







anything and every act of service 

is greatly appreciated! 

[pause]

And this brings us to the final promise we make 

as members of this church:


The vow to faithfully participate 

in the ministries of the church




through our witness. 

And what exactly does this word mean?

To witness 
is to tell others


why you are a Christian,



and why you are a member of this congregation




--so that others will want to come 

and experience the blessings, too!

I know 
for a fact

that several of you are here today




because someone witnessed to you.

[talk about the small piece of paper]

As Paul wrote to the church at Rome,
“How are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? 
And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? “
This past year,

we lost eight members to death.

As far as I can see,

the only way our church can grow


is through your witness in the world! 
I can witness to them….once you bring them.

Thank you ahead of time, 

dear Lord, 

for doing this.

[pause]

So here we have it


--a review of what we all 

have promised to God 

and to this church!

So let us be cheerful in our sharing


--not begrudging the fact 

that God has called us to move outside our comfort zones
to give of our time, our talents and our resources.

Jesus came that we may have life, and have it abundantly.
 Thanks be to God for this indescribable gift!
A song has been provided in our worship bulletin 

as a way of expressing our gratitude 

from the depth of our hearts.  

It is entitled “Give Thanks.”
Scott will now lead us.
