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Sermon:  “Lord, Make Us One”

Scripture: John 17 Selected Verses

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you,  since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.  And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.

As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one,  I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.  Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.  

Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me.  I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them."  

Introduction
What a privilege this is! We have just overheard Jesus praying for us! 

Nothing works quite so well for making us feel that we matter as overhearing someone talk about us in a good way.

Child psychologists teach us that we can compliment a child over and over to his or her face. But what really convinces us that we are being truthful is when they overhear us saying the same thing to someone else when they think that we think they are not listening!

There is a beautiful poem circulating around that brings this truth to light.

It is entitled “Someone Had Prayed” and it goes like this:

The day was long, the burden I had borne

Seemed heavier than I could longer bear.

And then it lifted, but I did not know

Someone had knelt in prayer.

Had taken me to God that very hour,

And asked the easing of the load, and He

In infinite compassion, had stooped down

And taken it from me.

We cannot tell how often as we pray

For some bewildered one,

Hurt and distressed

The answer comes.

Many times those hearts

Find sudden peace and rest.

Someone had prayed,

And Faith, a reaching hand,

Took hold of God

And brought Him to earth that day!

So many, many hearts

Have need of prayer.

Oh , let us pray. 

Oh, let us pray.

I am sure that there are those who are sitting here today because someone saw us—perhaps when we were vulnerable children--perhaps at risk--and that person prayed for us. It could have been your grandmother—or perhaps a neighbor—or a teacher.

And this is exactly what Jesus did for us when he prayed aloud that day.
Someone overheard him, and thankfully, they wrote it down
--so that Christians for generations to come could be blessed too.

Let’s take a closer look…

We know from experience that whenever a person prays, 
something has prompted him or her to do so

---either some situation or some person
compelled the person to pray.

Reasons for praying--at that particular moment in time,
vary.

At times we pray out of obligation


fearing that we need to pray 
in order to stay in good with God!

(And while this may not be the best reason for praying


it is, at least,

 “a start!”)
...Which is certainly better than not praying, at all!
Sometimes we pray 
because we want something, 

either for ourselves 
or for someone else.
We pray because we are a people of faith 
--who hold onto the promise 

that Jesus has given to us, 

saying:
“I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”  

And then, 
there are also those times 
when we pray because we don’t know what else to do…
like…

during those most difficult times in our lives 

when the only word that will come out 

is “help!” 

Thankfully,

there are also those very special times in our lives 

when we pray because we cannot help but pray

--those times when we are moved  

by the beauty of the moment






--a colorful sunset that takes our breath away

--the first cry of a newborn baby


--an unexpected gift of grace

…and again,

we find ourselves speechless.

It has been said that life is not measured by the number of many breaths we take


--but the moments that take our breath away.

we can be sure that Jesus Christ, 

(who was ever bit 
as human as we are,)
 




had moments like these as well

when he was moved to pray.
We can be sure 

that each time Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father,”



something had moved him to pray.
In this morning’s Scripture passage,

Jesus looked up to heaven to pray

just as he had left the upper room.
The Feast of the Passover was at hand, 

and Jesus knew that His hour had come 

--that He would soon depart from this world 
and return to the Father.

Writer John assures us that 

having loved his own who were in the world, Jesus loved them to the end. 

And then he proceeds to tell us 
the ways in which Jesus did this



--loved his disciples 
to the end.

This is what he did:
After supper, 

Jesus rose from the table,

laid aside His garments, 
took a towel and put it around his waist. 
He poured some water into a basin,
and then he began to wash the disciples' feet.

In that precious time 

that Jesus and the disciples shared in that room,

he taught them 
through his actions

something they would never forget

--what it really meant 
to be his disciple.
He did this by becoming their servant.

After they left that place, 

the upper room,

Jesus continued to give the disciples 

last minute instructions 
--now with words,

We know from his words 

that he was making sure 
to teach them everything 
that the Father had taught him.
I no longer call you servants, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I call you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 

And the reason I  am giving you these commands is so that you may love one another.  

…By this, everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."  

After teaching them these things,

Jesus began to pray 
--aloud.
He had a request to be made of God.
And what was that request? 
It had to do 

with the future of his people. 
This is the prayer we have read today.
In this prayer, Jesus asks God to unify his people, 
and all who are within earshot

are able to learn how 
this unity can be achieved: 


It can only be accomplished by our being one in purpose, one in love and in action. 

So, what exactly did Jesus mean
--when he prayed for all Christians 
to be one?

Well, 

perhaps it would be most helpful 

for us to consider first 

what being one 
doesn’t mean.

I believe that it would be a grave mistake 

to think that in order to achieve this unity 

we Christians would have to give up 

our uniqueness, 

the freedom God gives us 

to use the gifts and talents creatively.
What a blessing it is that there are all kinds of people in the Christian church

--with all kinds of ideas that aren’t salvation matters.
But sadly, instead of celebrating our diversity,


we who call ourselves Christians



let our differences in opinion divide us.

Can we not have one heart? 

We do not have to be in complete agreement about everything

in order to worship and fellowship with one another.


Founding father, John Wesley,


serves as a good model for us,

echoing what Jehu said to Jehonadab in the book of 2 Kings: 

Is your heart right, as my heart is with your heart? If it is, give me your hand.

It is possible to be one with each other 

without giving up our uniqueness. 

[give example of unity candle] 
Just as it is in marriage and in the Godhead 
with each part retaining its uniqueness,

so it is in the church. 
When we consider the vast diversity of life in our created universe, 
we can see that conformity is not what God expects of us. 
A young child named Adam managed to figure this out 

with a little help from his mom:

Adam’s  mother tells of the time her son came home from school  with a puzzled look on his face. After asking him what was on his mind, he asked: “Are all people the same even though their skin color ay be different?” His mom thought for a moment and said, “I’ll try to explain. Let’s make a quick trip to the grocery store. I want to show you something.

At the grocery store, they picked out some apples. Red apples, green apples, yellow apples. When they got home they set them out on the countertop. “Adam,” she said, “People are just like apples. They come in all different colors, shapes and sizes. Some of the apples have been bumped around and they have bruises on the outside or inside.” 

Then she took the apples and peeled them—and set them back on the countertop. “Now can you tell me which one is the red apple, which is the green apple, and which is the yellow apple?” she asked Adam. “No,” they all look the same,” he answered.

“Taste each one,” she told him. He took a big bite out of each and then a smile came across his face. “People are just like apples!” he said. “They are all different on the outside, but they’re pretty much the same on the inside!”  

As the Psalmist has proclaimed:

 From the lips of children and infants!
We are all pretty much the same on the inside!

And we can be certain 
that what Jesus is praying for 
is for us to be unified in our diversity.
And this is what makes our call to love one another 
so challenging. 
But Jesus never promised us

that the task of becoming one would be easy.

What he has promised us 

is that he will send his Holy Spirit to be with us




--to help us,





--guide us






--sustain us







--and unite us. ..
…as we strive to do our part 
in becoming one

          

---one in purpose, 

one in love 

and one in action. 

Let’s look at these briefly

--one at a time.

God has called us to be one in purpose:  

Scripture makes this very clear.
Paul said it well when in his letter to the church at Rome:

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.

This is our purpose as Christians.

Many centuries later,

It was all summed up in the Westminster Shorter Catechism, which reads: 

The chief of man is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever. 

This is to say…
that it’s not about us!

It’s never about us


--instead,

it’s always about God.

The story is told about a church a certain pastor served in Tennessee

“where an eccentric and flamboyant member of the church impressed him with her intense commitment to the faith. She didn’t have a pietistic bone in her body, but her devotion was undeniably clear and articulate. 

One evening at a dinner party in her home the guests were actively engaged in  a theological discussion. In the midst of the “give and take,” the woman’s teenage daughter, possibly overwhelmed with the lively discussion of religion, spoke out in front of everyone, 

"Mother, you talk about religion all the time. Why are you so religious anyway?" 

This query brought a sudden hush to the living room.  The girl’s mother paused dramatically, pushed her chair back from the table, stood and responded, 
"Every morning before you are awake, I rise and walk into the living room. I lift my arms and ask, `Who's in charge here?' The answer always comes back: `Not you!' That's why I am religious. 
Because I am not in charge!" 

Well, how true this is!
And this is where faith begins 
with the realization 
that we are not in charge.

Only from this point on can we can move forward 
--and align ourselves 
to the One who is in charge. 
Jesus declared exactly this to the disciples 

in the prayer we have read this morning, saying:

“Go into the world knowing who’s in charge 
and what it will mean to act upon that knowledge!

It will seldom be easy.

Nevertheless,


it is God’s one purpose for our lives.

And, God has a plan.

There is a certain story that illustrates this well:

Jesus has appeared in heaven after his ascension and is giving a progress report on all that took place while he was on earth.
 Moses is there, in heaven, and he asks Jesus, "Well Jesus, did you leave things in capable hands?" Jesus responds, "I did. I have left behind Mary and Martha and Peter and the other disciples."

Moses said, "What if they fail?"

Jesus said, "Well, I have established the Church and filled it with the Holy Spirit and they will carry on." And Moses said, "What if they fail?" 
Came the reply, "I have no other plan." 

Indeed, 

God has given us the command for unity: 

so that… 

as we follow Christ Jesus, 

we may with one heart and mouth 

glorify the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We must accept one another 
just as Christ accepted us, 
so that we can 
bring praise and glory to God.

And this leads us to another one of  
God’s commands that we be united: 
To be one in love. 
Jesus himself made this very clear when he said to us:
A new commandment I give to you, he said, that you love one another ; as I have loved you, that you also love one another .  By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."  

This proves to us 
that love is not just a feeling:



Love is also an action,




Which leads us to another way 
Jesus calls us to unity:
 

By being one in action: 
This is Jesus’ great passion 
--for mission in the world,

and it is revealed right here in this prayer 
as Jesus prays for the world to see 
the unity of his people
--so that the world might know 
that he truly was sent by the Father. 

This is what reveals who we really are:

our actions.

Words come easy 

but as we know, 

living them out in our lives 

requires much, much more of us.
Being one in action

requires understanding, 

commitment 

and self-discipline

...because the truth is: 

This broken world desperately needs 
to be reconciled to God in order to be healed, 
and this can only happen 
in union with our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We who are committed to living our lives for Jesus Christ, 

have the same, one purpose—
which is…

to live lives of loving unity 
before a world who is watching us

-taking notice 
of how we treat 
our fellow human beings.

what we hope they will see 
is consistency and acts of goodwill
--persons loving their neighbor as they love themselves.
Let us therefore…

 walk in love, 

just as Christ has loved us 
and given Himself for us


--all for the glory of God



--who is love.

Jesus prayed this awesome prayer for us—out of his great love for us.

May his prayer be answered 
both in 
and through us.  
Let us have our own opinions and respect one another.

And let us be united in the spirit of Christian love.

Is your heart right, as my heart is with your heart?

If it is, then give me your hand. Amen.
