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Sermon: “The New Self”

Scriptures: Colossians 3:1-11

[Paul wrote] So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life.  But now you must get rid of all such things — anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 
Luke 12:13-21

Someone in the crowd said to him [Jesus], "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me." But he said to him, "Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?"  And he said to them, "Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions."  Then he told them a parable: "The land of a rich man produced abundantly.  And he thought to himself, 'What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?' Then he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.'  But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?'  So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God."  

Introduction:
There is a commercial on TV that some of you may have seen—and heard


--if you didn’t mute it out when it came on.

It’s the one about the young couple that recently got married 

and they both had a lot of stuff.

It wouldn’t all fit into their new apartment


--nor did the wife want it to.

Her husband had the kind of décor that most women do not like


--such as a beer can collection



and a picture of dogs playing poker, smoking.

Rather than getting rid of all his stuff,


they did what every American is doing now-a-days



--they went out and rented a storage unit!  

Now, before we become too judgmental,


we should stop and think about 

our own lives.

We all accumulate stuff to some degree.

Jim and I—for example:

We have a storage shed. 

It’s just inside the parsonage fence. 

Besides the lawn mower—which Jim uses each week,

our shed is filled with other things 

that we will probably never need




--an old electric dryer





--some shelving






--the kids’ keepsakes.

Some of you probably have a storage area that looks a lot like ours.

So, are we any different than the man who was planning to build bigger barns?
Surely, this morning’s Scripture readings have something to say to us too.  

Let’s take a closer look…  
In our Gospel passage, 

writer Luke presents us with two men: 
The first actually existed
—he was a real live person, 
and the second was a character that Jesus made up

to teach an important life lesson.

As the scene opens, 

Jesus is in a crowd, 

and the first man approaches him, saying:



"Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me."

It has a familiar ring to it, doesn’t it?

It sounds a lot like 
the time Martha approached Jesus


and demanded that he force her sister Mary 

to help in the kitchen!

Clearly, 

someone is trying to “triangle” Jesus in again!

This time,

it’s someone wanting money.

And the expectation is 

…that Jesus will intervene and bring justice 

to an unjust situation. 

Well, much to the man’s surprise and disappointment, 
Jesus doesn’t let himself get caught in the trap.
Instead, he warns the man about the danger of becoming greedy

and proceeds to tell a story.
Now known as the parable of the rich fool,

it was about a man who was so successful in his business 
that his barns could no longer hold his possessions—

To solve his storage problem,
he did what practically everyone does:
He decided 

to get himself more storage space!

And we can’t help but wonder…is this really so bad?

And what does the man’s desire to get his part of an inheritance

have to do with…building barns?

Well, as we read on,

we see that there is a point of connection, 
and it’s something that Jesus calls 
greed.
Now, it may seem at first glance, that Jesus has jumped to conclusions.
We would expect him to say that 


persons who work hard, 

plan ahead, 

save, 

and seek ways to protect their belongings 

are good stewards 

of that which God has given them!
Obviously,

there is more than meets the eye here.
And Jesus recognized it immediately! 
There was something wrong inside the man’s heart

—and we know that this is where 

Jesus always looks.

It is clear that when Jesus looked into the heart of the man who approached him,

he saw a problem

--for he said to the man:

"Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed…” 
It sounds a lot like a warning

and if it is,

we can be sure that it is meant 
for us, too.

Greed. 

so, what exactly is it?

The basic definition that the dictionary offers us no real help:

Greed, “the desire to have more than one needs.”

If this is all there is to it,


then we are all guilty!.

However, according to the early church, 


and obviously to Jesus, 

greed is a sin, and it
consists of more than 
…just feelings. 

The extended definition of the word,

which also known as avarice,

gives us a clearer understanding: 

Greed, a very excessive or rapacious desire 
and pursuit of 

wealth, status, and power. 

Big difference!
Now we can understand 
why Jesus answered the rich man 

the way he did.  

Over the centuries,

the church has worked continually 

to keep its members reminded

of the dangers of the sin 

that Jesus called greed.

 Church Father Thomas Aquinas 

later went so far as to proclaim

that greed is "a sin against God 

in as much as man condemns things eternal 

for the sake of temporal things." 

Condemnation of eternal things.

Could it be 
that this is what Jesus saw 
when he looked into the rich man’s heart?

The Spirit within us confirms for us

that this is what Jesus was seeing

…for at the end of the parable,

we can hear God saying to the man,

“You fool! 
All the while, you have been storing up treasures for yourself.


Your barns are full, 
but you are not rich toward God."  
A tragic, unfortunate end to a lifetime of hard work!
The story that Jesus told that day

was intended to keep us from becoming like that rich fool.

What the bumper sticker says is incorrect.

It’s not true that the man who dies with the most toys wins!

We have known this all along!

The truth is:

Those store up treasures in heaven are the real winners!
and this leads us into the big question for today:

How exactly do we 

go about doing this?

—storing up treasures in heaven.


We know that it has nothing to do with material wealth.

The apostle Paul, 

in his letter to the Colossian church,

has some instructions for us.

Gary has read these words to us 

along with our Gospel reading 

for today.

Seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth...

he writes.
And then, he goes so far as to tell us to put to death, whatever in us that is earthly: 
and he even gives us a list: 

As we read through the list,

we see that greed is right there, 

and Paul defines it as idolatry.
The sin of greed, then


is allowing anything in this life
to become more important to us 

than God.  

How easy it is to get sidetracked in this world that values material wealth 

above all other things.

And this is why we need Godly people in our lives 

--to help us remember what is really important. 

The story is told by a certain individual who figured this out for herself: 
Grandma, some ninety plus years, sat feebly on the patio bench. 
She didn't move, just sat with her head down staring at her hands. 

When I sat down beside her she didn't acknowledge my presence and the longer I sat I wondered if she was OK. 

Finally, not really wanting to disturb her but wanting to check on her 
at the same time, I asked her if she was OK. She raised her head and 
looked at me and smiled. "Yes, I'm fine, thank you for asking," she said in a clear voice, strong. 

"I didn't mean to disturb you, grandma, but you were just sitting here 
staring at your hands and I wanted to make sure you were OK," I 
explained to her. 

"Have you ever looked at your hands," she asked. "I mean really 
looked at your hands?" 

I slowly opened my hands and stared down at them. I turned them 
over, palms up and then palms down. No, I guess I had never really looked at 
my hands as I tried to figure out the point she was making. 

Grandma smiled and related this story: 

"Stop and think for a moment about the hands you have, how they have served you well throughout your years. These hands, though wrinkled shriveled and weak have been the building  tools I have used all my life to reach out and embrace life. 

They braced and caught my fall when as a toddler I crashed upon the floor. 

They put food in my mouth and clothes on my back. As a child, my mother taught me to fold them in prayer. They tied my shoes and pulled on my boots. They held my husband and wiped my tears when he went off to war.

They have been dirty, scraped and raw, swollen and bent. They were uneasy and clumsy when I tried to hold my newborn son. Decorated with my wedding band they showed the world that I was married and loved someone special 

They trembled and shook when I buried my parents and spouse. 

They have held my children and grandchildren, consoled neighbors, and shook in fists of anger when I didn't understand. 

They have covered my face, combed my hair, and washed and cleansed the rest of my body. They have been  bent and broken, dried and raw. And to this day when not much of anything else of me works well these hands continue to work. 

They are the mark of where I've been and the ruggedness of life. 

But more importantly it will be these hands that God will reach out and take when he leads me home.  He will lift me to His side and there I will use these hands to reach out and touch the face of Christ." 

After hearing what my grandma had to say that day, I was not able to look at my hands the same again. Soon after I had sat and looked at my her hands, God did reach out and take her by the hand, and he led her home. 

Now, when I stoke the face of my children and grandchildren, I think of grandma. I, too, want to touch the face of God and feel His hands upon my face. 

My hope in sharing this story today is that we too will begin to give thought to what is really important in life.

God has given us hands to work with. 
What we do with them does matter.

The rich man in the parable was going to use his hands to build bigger barns.

But God has called us to use our hands to do 

something that will last forever

--to store up treasures in Heaven.


This will require that we clothe ourselves with what Paul calls the “new self.”
There is a hymn that fills us with the confidence, courage and strength 

we need to do this

—so that we can all be winners in this life and the life to come. 

The hymn is located on page 513, 
and it is entitled “Soldiers of Christ Arise.”

Let’s all stand and be empowered by God

as we sing this song together…

