Sermon: “I Believe in Jesus Christ”

Scriptures:  1 Peter 1:3-9

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the exiles of the Dispersion: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith — being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire — may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”

 Revelation 1:4-8

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: “Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.’”
Introduction: Story about Moses (on His Walkie Talkie!) 

Nine year old Joey was asked by his mother what he had learned at Sunday school. 

"Well, Mom, our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. 

"When he got to the Red Sea, he had his engineers build a pontoon bridge and all the people walked across safely. 

"Then he used his walkie-talkie to radio headquarters for reinforcements. They sent bombers to blow up the bridge and all the Israelites were saved." 

"Now, Joey, is that really what your teacher taught you?" his mother asked. 
"Well, no. But if I told it the way the teacher did, you'd never believe it!"

This is the kind of feeling we get when we read the Apostles’ Creed.

A person reading it for the first time would hardly believe it! Without faith, that is.

Sure, it’s easy to believe that Jesus Christ lived on this earth as a human being 

between about 1 and 30 A.D. 

Even non-Christians believe that Jesus existed as a person.

It’s right here in this book—a history book by Josephus

written in 37 A.D. by this Jewish priest and Roman citizen.

The entire history of the Jewish nation is recorded right here, 

including every detail of the Life and Wars of the Jews.

It would take a very long time to read it all.

But for our purposes today, we can go straight to Chapter 3 

of the section entitled Antiquities of the Jews.

Here, in this one short paragraph, we find mention of the man named Jesus. 

[show highlighted section and read].

I would like to read more about this man Jesus from a historical perspective. 

But we could search the pages through and through and find nothing more.

This one paragraph is all there is—just a few sentences about a certain wise man…named Jesus.

Even so, for those who doubt, the book has value.

It confirms that Jesus lived upon this earth.

And hopefully, persons reading this would want to know more, pick up a Bible, and read it.

Were they to do this, they would learn much more about this wise man named Jesus.

They would learn that he was both human and divine.

And once they believe this, they would believe that anything is possible.
And so, as we prepare to take a closer look at this second section of The Apostles’ Creed,

the part about Jesus, let’s read the Creed aloud together, 

Let’s start at the beginning and stop at the end of the 2nd paragraph.
[page 881 in the Hymnal] …..Now let’s take that closer look…

We Christians proclaim that these things are true about Jesus Christ:

… that he is the son of God

… that he was conceived of the Holy Spirit

…born of the virgin Mary

[…and so on]

But without faith, it would be impossible to believe these things.

So we begin with faith,


the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 

The apostle Paul tells us that 

“We walk by faith , 

not by sight.” 

We can do this because God has given us the Holy Spirit as a guarantee. 
All we really need to believe in order to be saved is this:


that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

Jesus himself taught us this, 

saying that those who believe in him have everlasting life. 

He has given us his promise

--that whosoever believes in him 

will never die.

And this is they way he said it:

"…whoever confesses Me before men,

him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven.  

And he went on to say:

“But whoever denies Me before men, 

him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.”  

So this is why it is so crucial that we believe in Jesus


--because…

 our future depends on it!

So what do we know about this Jesus we believe in?

Surely he was a wise man, as Josephus has written

 
…but he is also much more.

For instance, he had a mother and was born into this world. 

But his was not like other births.


His mother Mary conceived him-- not by the seed of a human man



--but by the seed of the Holy Spirit.

We know this from the story told by Gospel writer Luke, who wrote:

“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary.” 

We believe this to be true, 

because we believe that the Bible was inspired by God

and that it’s words are true. 

And once we believe this, 

we can believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God


that:

“The Word did become flesh and make his dwelling among us.”

Thankfully, 

God was not content 

to watch us from a distance 

--but came closer 

so that he could be directly involved 

in the lives of his people.

He sent his son Jesus Christ,
to live as one of us,

to experience the same pressures and temptations that we all do

 – and the same kinds of feelings in life that we do.

The Jesus of the Bible and history

 became involved with people from all walks of life, 

suffering all kinds of difficult situations,

with the hope that he could make their lives better.

And as we read in the Bible, the love that he gave was transforming!

There was just something “about him.”

 “We have never seen his face. We have never heard his voice—this man called Jesus. Over time, countless pictures have been painted from imagination in accord with conventional formula: Long hair falling to the shoulders, trimmed beard, lean face with high cheekbones. These came later.

The earliest Christians did not try to portray him, though. They had a certain hesitant reserve about trying to depict the faces of holy persons. Instead of picturing his face, they used symbols instead: a fish—a lamb—a shock of wheat—or a tendril of grape. 

But if they had, he would have been distinguishable in his face, which would have appeared to be older than his “30 something” years, and in his eyes, which at times betrayed a ting of anguish, but only in such a way that no one really knew what lay deep hidden within his heart…

[from Endo’s book, The Life of Jesus]

Day by day, he went about “doing good” as he faced life’s grinding poverty.

And not only this, miserable, sick people were everywhere he turned.

The daytime heat and nighttime cold 

caused many to succumb to pneumonia 

when the winds blew from the east.

Outbreaks of dysentery were common, 

especially in those regions adjacent to the lake of Galilee 

and the Jordan River, 

where malaria was recurrent.

In the summertime, many people were bothered with eye trouble



--caused by a combination of flying dust and intense sunlight.

And Jesus was filled with compassion for these hurting people.

On every page of the Gospels, 

we see an image of Jesus 

trying to relieve the sorrows 

of misfortunate men and women. 

Well, granted, 

the world has certainly changed a lot 

since the day Jesus walked upon the earth, 

but it is still the same world



--filled with people who are crying out 

to feel the presence of God in this world.

Jesus no longer walks upon this earth in the flesh,

but he is still with us,


filled with compassion,



ministering through us 

to the people in our world.

You and I, together with all Christians, 

have an important job to do.

Our belief in Jesus Christ 

calls us to “go about doing good”

 
– so that God’s presence can be known and felt 

in this world




and the next.

And this is how others will come to believe in Jesus Christ.

After all, 

believing is not so much a “head thing”

as it is a condition of the heart.
Those who come to believe probably did not do so


by reading history or science books.

Most likely, they came to believe through experiences in their lives 

--by very personal experiences

--though not personal in the sense that they should not be shared




--but in the sense that they are sacred.

[share some of my own—Israel and everyday life--why I came to believe in Jesus]

Although I have not seen him, I love him; 

and even though I do not see him now, 

I believe in him 

and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 

for I am already receiving the outcome of my faith, 

the salvation of my soul.

As it has been said:

Life is not measured by how many breaths we take,


but by the moments that take our breath away. 

I know that each of you has stories of your own

—stories of those moments that took your breath away.

--times in your life that helped you believe in Jesus.

It is my hope that someday 

I will have opportunity to hear each of your stories.

For it is in sharing of our stories with one another 

that faith is increased.

Some day, (maybe sooner than we think)

we will meet our Lord

face to face,


and what a glorious moment that will be!

Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. 

‘I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.’”

We await that moment with much anticipation!

For Jesus has given us the promise of salvation 

saying,

He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.  

And this is why it is so important to say it out loud.

This is why we have statements of faith 

such as this one that we call The Apostles’Creed


that give us opportunity to do so.


As the Scripture says, 

"Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame." For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved."   

Worship gives us many such opportunities to call on the name of the Lord.

For example, 

every hymn we sing is one of those opportunities.

I have chosen two for this morning.

And I would like for us to sing them back to back (without a break in between)


so that we can catch the Spirit of what it means to truly believe.

First: “He is Lord” page 177

followed by the hymn that is right before it,

 “Majesty” page 176.

Let us now confess our belief in these songs of praise.
