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Sermon for July 4, 2010
Scripture Reading: From the proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel: 3:1-8

My child, do not forget my teaching,

but let your heart keep my commandments; 

for length of days and years of life 

and abundant welfare they will give you. 

Do not let loyalty and faithfulness forsake you;

bind them around your neck,

write them on the tablet of your heart. 

So you will find favor and good repute 

in the sight of God and of people. 

 Trust in the LORD with all your heart,

and do not rely on your own insight. 

In all your ways acknowledge him,

and he will make straight your paths. 

Do not be wise in your own eyes;

fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. 

It will be a healing for your flesh 

and a refreshment for your body. 

Introduction:

“Only in America”
 

Only in America can a pizza get to your house faster than an ambulance. 

Only in America do drugstores make the sick walk all the way to the back of the store to get their prescriptions, while healthy people can buy cigarettes at the front. 

Only in America do people order double cheeseburgers, large fries and a DIET coke. 

Only in America do we leave cars worth thousands of dollars in the driveway and put our junk in the garage.  

Only in America do we live in big comfortable houses only to head for the great outdoors to spend the night in a tent.

Only in America do we buy hot dogs in packages of ten and buns in packages of eight. 

 

Opening Story:

Last week, a couple took their grand-children to a restaurant. 

The youngest, who was six-years-old, wanted to be the one to say “grace.” 

So they all bowed their heads as he prayed, "God is good, God is great. Let us thank him for this food—and God, I would thank you even more if Nana gets us ice cream for dessert.  And liberty and justice for all! Amen!" 

Along with the laughter from the other customers nearby, a certain remark was heard, "That's what's wrong with this country.  Kids today don't even know how to pray.  Asking God for ice cream!  Why, I never!" 

Hearing this, the little boy burst into tears and asked his grand-parents, "Did I do it wrong? Is God mad at me?" 

As they were holding him and assuring him that he had done a terrific job and that God was certainly not mad at him, an older gentleman approached the table. 

He winked at the boy and said, "I happen to know that God thought that was a great prayer." 

"Really?" the boy asked.  "Cross my heart," the man replied. Then, in a whisper, he added (indicating the woman who had made the remark): "Too bad she never asks God for ice cream.  A little ice cream is good for the soul." 

Naturally, the whole family had ice cream at the end of the meal. The 6 yr. old stared at his ice cream for a moment, and then did something that his grandparents will never forget.

 
He picked up his bowl of ice cream and, without a word, he walked over and placed it in front of the woman who had made the remark. With a big smile he said to her, "Here, this is for you.  Ice cream is good for the soul; and my soul is good already." 

Transition:  For certain--if every person on earth was like this little child what a wonderful world this would be! Not only was the boy forgiving, he was giving. He had the ability to care about others—a trait that seems to be becoming more and more rare in our present day and time. The child was also wise beyond his years. Our scripture reading for the day gives us words of wisdom from a wise person by the name of King Solomon. Let’s take a closer look… 

King Solomon,


is remembered as 

the wisest man in the history of God’s people.
The book of 1 Kings informs us 

that God gave Solomon  great wisdom ,

--exceedingly great understanding 

and a heart that was as large 

as all the sand on the seashore. 

Wise as he was,

Solomon did not let his gift go to waste.

The Bible, 

contains a total of three thousand proverbs that he spoke, 
and songs that number 
1005! 
“Solomon spoke of trees, 
even to the hyssop that springs out of the wall; 
he spoke also of animals, 
of birds, 
of creeping things, 
and of fish.” 
Scripture tells us that his wisdom excelled that of all men, 
and his fame spread 

through all the surrounding nations. 
Even the kings of the earth 
came to hear the wisdom of Solomon . 

We remember him best 

by the story he told

--of the two women 
who had come to him



--each claiming a certain infant.

Both women had delivered babies within a few days time.


One baby had died,



and both were claiming the live baby as their own.

King Solomon 


(out of his great wisdom)



was able to settle the dispute quickly
by ordering his servant 

to take a sword and 
divide the living child in two, 
and then give half to one of the women, 
and half to the other. 
This, of course, 
revealed who the true mother was,

for the one said 

"O my lord, give her the living child! By no means kill him!"

And the other woman said,

 "Go ahead and divide him.

Let him be neither mine nor hers." 

 So the king answered and said to his servant, 
"Give the first woman the living child, who said “by no means kill him;” 
for she is his mother." 

And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had rendered; 
and they revered the king, 
for they saw that the wisdom of God 
was in him. 

[pause]
So this is this same wise King 

whose words are before us today,




saying:

My child, trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight (or understanding). In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. It will be a healing for your flesh and a refreshment for your body. 

Words to be heeded 
by all who desire favor 
and a good reputation 

in the sight of God 

and of people. 

[pause]

The challenge for the morning is:

Is there a way to integrate these words 

into the theme of the national holy-day 

that we are celebrating today?

We can be sure that there is
--for as the apostle Paul has taught us:

God’s words are useful for instruction.

As we remember from our history lessons: 

The Declaration of Independence was adopted on July 4, 1776 by representatives of the Thirteen Colonies in North America announcing the separation of those colonies from Great Britain and making them into the United States.

The actual writing was entrusted to Jefferson,

the first draft was revised 
by Franklin, Adams, and Jefferson before being sent to Congress, 
where it was again changed. 
It was a work in progress, 

--words carefully chosen.

[pause]
An article that came up on my computer screen yesterday morning

as I was reading the news on-line

confirms this truth, saying:
(Perhaps you read it too)

With one smudge of a feathered fountain pen back in 1776, American history changed forever. Chemists and archivists analyzing the U.S. Declaration of Independence have long speculated about cross-outs and smudges in Thomas Jefferson's original rough draft of the document. One smudge was much more aggressively wiped out than others. And on Friday, officials at the Library of Congress revealed for the first time what they believe was a Freudian slip by one of America's Founding Fathers. 

Jefferson is believed to have first written the word "subjects" to describe the American population, and then replaced it with the term "citizens," which appears throughout the historic document. 
But something changed his mind.
This was a decisive moment," said James Billington, the U.S. librarian of Congress. "We have recovered a magic moment that was otherwise lost to history," he said.
Discovering what was underneath the smudge required the use of a high resolution digital camera to take a series of photos of layers of the document. They reveal erased text and even fingerprints from the founding fathers -- what Dr. France called "spine-tingling" finds.

Scholars have speculated as to whether the smudge reveals a Freudian slip by Jefferson, who grew up as a subject of Britain's king. 

If so, we can’t help but imagine how different our identity would be as a country

had the declaration used the word subjects throughout



rather than citizens. 

How amazing it is that just one small word


can make all the difference!  
Clearly, 

God was with Thomas Jefferson in the writing of the declaration! 


He leaned not on his own understanding




--but rather,





he leaned on God.



And this is why we Americans have this day to celebrate 

as our Day of Independence. 
But actually,

we should probably call it our DECLARATION of Independence Day, 
for its signing was only the beginning. 
As we know, King George of Great Britain

did not read the Declaration 

and then say to Thomas Jefferson, 
"Nice piece of writing Tom, y'all enjoy your USA, 
send me a postcard from Colonial Williamsburg." 
No, seven long years of struggle were required

before we gained our Independence 
and the Constitution could be written. 


So, this is our history lesson for today.

 
Let us not forget the struggle 
that was involved in this noble experiment of democracy. 
And let us never forget

that the reason this country is great 
because we worship a God who is great.

[pause]

I believe that the way we can honor God best 

is by keeping ourselves open 

to receive his gift of wisdom

…and by bringing our best 




to every moment of our lives. 
And one of the ways we do this is by giving respect to those who are in authority.
[talk about boy in video, how children learn respect from their parents and other adults—how I was taught to have respect for government leaders--no what]

The truth is: 

Things are never going to go exactly the way we want them to 

…in this life
We can still love our country


--flaws and all.

And so, 
I was preparing this sermon message,

I decided to search on line for words to describe 

why I still love the USA.

I found where people had written on the topics:

Why I still love Toyota
Why I still love Sandra Bullock

Why I still love The Rolling Stones

Why I still love my e-reader

…but I found nothing on the topic:
why I still love the USA

So, last night at our church picnic,


I decided to ask you:



“In one sentence or less, 

Why do you love America?”
[share answers]
[share my own:]

Red, white and blue is in my heart. They are in my veins, too. 
To me, RW&B means freedom. Freedom of choice. 
We have the freedom to choose a church to attend, where to shop, and what to wear. 
We make a myriad of decisions every day that freedom which the blood, sweat and tears of our Founding Fathers have made possible. We should not take that freedom lightly. 

I have been at airports around the globe that have armed guards with machine guns. I have been to foreign countries where the people are told where and when to work, live, learn, etc, where FEAR, not FREEDOM reigns. 

The USA: gives us the freedom to do what we need to in order to improve our lives. The freedom to speak and write without fear of imprisonment or death. 
The freedom to be.
And this is why I love the USA.
May God give us the gift of wisdom and the strength to lean on Him.

And may God continue to Bless America.

And now,

Nancy Fisher…will inspire us in the singing of that great hymn.

