 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sermon: “Transfiguration”

Scripture: Luke 9:28-36
Colossians 3:12-17

As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Luke 9:28-36

Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah" — not knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, "This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!" When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen. 

Introduction:

Valentine’s Day is celebrated throughout Europe and the US as the day when love is in the air.

It is said to have all started back in 270 A.D. when Roman Emperor Claudius II ordered the beheading of a priest by the name of Valentine. As the story goes, the emperor had outlawed marriages when Roman men began refusing to go to war in order to stay with their wives. 
As is often the case, it isn’t long before something bad is transformed into something good.

~In the Middle Ages, young singles drew names from a bowl to see who their Valentine would be. They would wear these names on their sleeves for one week. It is believed that this is where the saying “to wear your heart on your sleeve” came from. When we “wear our heart on our sleeve” it is obvious to others how we are feeling.

~ A few centuries later, a hopeful maiden would eat a hard-boiled egg and pin five bay leaves to her pillow before going to sleep on Valentine's Day eve. It was believed this would make her dream of her future husband.

~ About that same time, some persons believed that if a woman saw a robin flying overhead on Valentine's Day, it meant she would marry a sailor. If she saw a sparrow, she would marry a poor man and be very happy. If she saw a goldfinch, she would marry a millionaire.

[pause]


~ Well, many of the superstitions about love have been lost over time, but love has not. It is reported that about 1 billion Valentine's Day cards are exchanged each year. It’s the most popular card-sending occasion of the year next to Christmas.
~ Teachers will receive the most Valentine's Day cards, followed by school age children, wives, and sweethearts. 
It is obvious that love ranks high on the list of important things in life. It’s been this way since the beginning of time.

God created us out of love--for God is love. 
And just as a newborn baby learns to love by being cared for in loving ways by those who care for him or her, we are able to love because God first loved us. 

 Love is truly transforming.

And this is what today’s lesson is all about—the transforming power of love. 
Let’s take a closer look…
In our Gospel reading for today,

writer Luke reports an incident 

that was so important 
that it was carefully preserved 
and passed down 



from generation to generation.

A closer look 
at how the event 

affected the life of Jesus 

and the three disciples who were with him that day 

will reveal to us exactly why 

it was so important. 

I believe that what we will discover 

is that every one of them 

was transformed by the event.

Take Peter for instance:

Because he was an “eyewitness” to the event 
he was able to say with certainty 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

“It is not a myth—it really happened,” 

Peter reported to the people of his day. 
“We who were there saw it with our own eyes 
and heard it with our own ears.”

“Pay attention to what I am saying to you:

It can be for you 

“lamp shining in a dark place, 
until the day dawns 
and the morning star rises in your hearts.”

And as Peter continued to write letters to the churches throughout the land,

it became more and more obvious 

that what he witnessed on the mountain that day 

had changed his life, forever.

He had been transformed.

And the same appears to be true 

for the other two disciples who witnessed the event:


John and James.

Consider with me, John: 

Scripture reveals that his outlook on life 

was definitely influenced by the experience.

The glimpse of God’s glory that he witnessed that day

was for him a revelation,

proving that Jesus was the Son of God,



the very one who was present with God at creation.

John tells about it in the first chapter of his Gospel, saying:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
As we see throughout his Gospel writings,

the word “light” became a key word for John

--a theme that showed up again and again.

This, itself, was a sign 

that 

he had “seen the light.” 

[pause]

James, the third disciple named 

as having been on the mountaintop that day


was also affected by the event.

His letters to the twelve tribes of Israel 



show confidence and boldness, 

as he proclaimed with certainty 

that:
The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full

of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 

Clearly, there was no doubt in his mind 

that God is real.

And this brings us to Jesus himself

--the very one 
who was transformed on that day.
The scripture tells us that while he was praying,

the appearance of his face changed, 

and his clothes became dazzling white. 
[pause]
What writer Luke reports is the outward appearance of Jesus
as he prayed on the mountain that day.

But this we can be sure of:

The experience had a lasting effect on Jesus.

When the time came for him to set his face toward Jerusalem,

he was able to do so with certainty
--that his Heavenly Father loved him.
There on that mountain he was convinced of his mission
--he was empowered to move forward
--and ready to complete the task he was sent to earth to do.

[pause]

And this brings the story down to a personal level…for us:

--for we are a people who desperately need 
transformation.
…
Our transformation will finally be complete

on that glorious day 
when we shall see Christ with our own eyes

and will hear God’s voice saying to us: 
Well done my good and faithful servant. Enter into your master’s joy. 

Truly, the day is coming when we will shine like Christ. 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are...
…what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.
God is love and God's love was revealed among us in this way:  

He sent his only Son into the world 
so that we might live through him. 
In this is love, 
not that we loved God 
but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Beloved, 
since God loved us so much, 
we also ought to love one another. 
No one has ever seen God; 
if we love one another, 
God lives in us, 
and his love is perfected in us. 

These are the words of writer John,


inspired by what he witnessed on the mountain that day.  
God is love, 

and that love lives inside 
each person who loves.
It was placed there by the One who created us.

A story has been told that brings this truth to light:

	
	Once upon a time, when God had finished making the world, he wanted to leave behind a piece of His own divinity, a spark of His essence, a promise to human beings of what they could become. He looked for a place to hide this precious gift because, He explained, what a person could find too easily, he or she would never value.

"Then you must hide this gift on the highest mountain peak on earth," said one of his angels.

God shook His head, "No, for humans are  adventuresome creatures and they will soon enough learn to climb the highest mountain peaks."

"Hide it then, O Great One, in the depths of the earth."

"I think not," said God. "for humans will one day discover that they can dig into the deepest parts of the earth."

"In the middle of the ocean then, Master?"

God shook His head. "I've given human beings a brain, you see, and one day they'll learn to build ships and cross the mightiest oceans."

"Where then, Master?" cried His angels.

God smiled, "I'll hide it where every man and woman will be able to find it if they look sincerely and deeply enough. I'll hide it in their heart."

	
	

	[pause]

We know what this piece of God’s own divinity is, 
this spark of His essence.
It is love, 

--love which is manifest in an endless number of ways. 
During this quickly approaching season of Lent, 

may God stretch our minds to think of new, creative ways  

that we can reach out to others—and then surely, 

we will all be transformed in the process.


	
	The following story will help us get started:

Once there was an elderly, despondent woman in a nursing home. She wouldn't speak to anyone or request anything. She merely existed - rocking in her creaky old rocking chair.

The old woman didn't have many visitors. But every couple mornings, a concerned and wise young nurse would go into her room. She didn't try to speak or ask questions of the old lady. She simply pulled up another rocking chair beside the old woman and rocked with her.

Weeks or months later, the old woman finally spoke.

'Thank you,' she said. 'Thank you for rocking with me.'"


A very creative person once said: 

"There is nothing more truly artistic                                    than to love people." 


	
	


[pause]
And it was Helen Keller who said 

that: 

“what we once enjoyed and deeply loved, 

we can never lose 

because all that we love deeply 

becomes a part of us.”

May this be our aim as we enter into the season of Lent  
--to love deeply.

May we think of creative ways to love 

as we enter this time of transformation.
	For just as God was with Jesus on the mountain that day long ago,

surely the Lord is with us, too—here, now, in this very room.
Perhaps, if we listen very carefully, 

we can hear the brush of angel wings 

and if we look very closely, we may even see glory on each face. 

… Let us now sing the hymn by that name, 

which can be found in our hymnal 

on page 328. Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


