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During Greeting: Have fathers stand for a prayer/blessing:
 
God our Heavenly Father, 
in your wisdom and love you made all things. 
Bless all men who are here with us today, 
that they may be strengthened as Christian fathers. 
Let the example of their faith and love shine forth. 
Grant that we, their sons and daughters, 
may honor them always with a spirit of profound respect. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen
Sermon: “Christ, our Prophet”

Scripture: Matthew 13:54-58


                          

He came to his hometown and began to teach the people in their synagogue, so that they were astounded and said, "Where did this man get this wisdom and these deeds of power?  Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all this?" And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, "Prophets are not without honor except in their own country and in their own house." And he did not do many deeds of power there, because of their unbelief. 
Introduction: “For those of you who would like to get your dad something for Father’s Day--in addition to the candy bar—I brought with me today, a newspaper ad with a few suggestions. The gift won’t cost you very much money because it will be from the 99 cent store! [show and share the ad]

Well, our dads are certainly worth much more than any gift we could buy them—and today is the day that our country has set aside to make them feel appreciated. The church has done the same—by also giving Father’s Day has a special place on our church calendar. 
I have chosen a topic for today that I believe will help us celebrate and appreciate—both our earthly fathers and our heavenly Father. Let’s take a closer look…

As I mentioned earlier, 

my husband Jim and I returned yesterday 

from the Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 

which is held each year at the University of Redlands.

It’s an intense week, 

filled with one business meeting after another, 


but thankfully, there is also time set apart each day
for worship and for Bible Study.
This year’s Bible Study was led by Dr. Randy Maddox, 

who is a Wesleyen scholar and professor at Duke University.

And as he began the study, I was surprised (and pleased!!) 

to discover that he would be speaking 

on exactly the same topic that I had chosen 

for our sermon series that begins today:

“The Three Offices of Jesus”

--Jesus as Prophet,

--Jesus as Priest

--and Jesus as King. 
I definitely saw this as “a God thing!”

It confirmed for me that the Holy Spirit is active in my sermon planning



--and very much involved in the life of this congregation.

So I was much encouraged as Dr. Maddox began: 

First he explained why he had chosen this topic:
Being the Wesleyan scholar that he is,



it (of course) had to do with John Wesley.
the founding father of our Methodist church.
It so happens…that Wesley had once given an important piece of advice 
to those who were serving as preachers back in his day--the late 1700s.
His advice to the pastors was this: Preach and teach “the whole Christ” 

to your congregations--not a narrow view of “who Christ was”

but… “who Christ was and is” in the broadest, fullest sense 
of the word.
To John Wesley, we learned, it was extremely important

that his preachers preach and teach all three of these 
that he called “offices of Christ”:
Jesus as Prophet, Jesus as Priest, and Jesus as King.

So here we are today, being good Methodist s
--ready to do exactly what our founding father 

advised all Christians to do: learn “who Jesus is”
in the broadest fullest way.

So….today, we will explore the first of those three: Jesus as Prophet.

Next Sunday we will explore “Jesus as Priest.”

And then, on the following Sunday,

we  will take a closer look at “Jesus as King.”
And,  because today is Father’s Day, and because Jesus has called us to be like him,


we will also look at our earthly fathers and see how they too are “prophets.”

Let’s begin: “What is a prophet, exactly?”

Our first thought, most likely,

is that a prophet is a person who can predict the future. 

And, though we wouldn’t be wrong in thinking this, according to the dictionary

--be it Bible or Webster’s, this is not the only thing 

--nor the most important thing a prophet does.

Any dictionary we choose to consult will show us that a “prophet,” 
first of all, is one who speaks by divine inspiration 

and expresses God’s will to others.
That’s definition #1, which means… that it is the one most widely held.
Definition number 2 is this:

“A prophet is a person who is gifted with profound moral insight 

and exceptional powers of expression.” 

And it is not until we get to definition number 3 that we find the word “prophet” defined as: 
“a predictor of the future; a soothsayer.” 

Well, we can see right away

that Jesus Christ fulfilled all three of these roles:

First of all, like the prophets of old, he spoke by divine inspiration, 

and served as the mouthpiece 

through whom God’s will is expressed. 

Some of what he said encouraged the people of that day


--particularly the poor and oppressed,



who desperately needed to know




that it was not God’s will 

that they suffer at the hands of the unjust leaders of that day.

To these, “the prophet Jesus” spoke words of healing, assuring them that God loved them 

and wanted the best for them
--lives that were filled 

with joy, abundance, and good health. 

“Come unto me,” he said, “And I will give you rest.”

“Come to me, all who are thirsty, and I will give you water that satisfies,

the kind of drink that will give you everlasting joy.”
…words of comfort, peace, and satisfaction.

But to those who were not living according to the will of God,


Jesus spoke words not of encouragement, but rather,

words that were meant to disturb and bring them to their senses.
These were the ones Jesus called to repentance, saying things like:

"Woe to you, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.  Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.  

"Woe to you! For you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.”  

…pretty strong words…to say the least.

In fact, Jesus spoke with such authority 

that those who didn’t recognize him as the Son of God

began to mutter among themselves, saying, 

"Who is this who speaks such blasphemies? 

Jesus the prophet, who spoke by divine inspiration, was truly the mouthpiece of God.



We know from hearing his words 

that he was also “gifted with profound moral insight 

and that he had exceptional powers of expression”

--which is definition # 2 of the word “prophet.”

The parables that he told, with layers and layers of meaning,

make him the greatest storyteller of all times.

The way he expressed himself through words was exceptional

--showing even us that his words were not his own

but the words of his Father, saying: 

“For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak.  And I know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak."  

So it was, that the religious authorities watched Him closely, 

and sent spies who pretended to be righteous, 

that they might seize on His words. 

And this brings us to that 3rd definition of the word “prophet”:

“one who is a predictor of the future.” 

Throughout the ages, many prophets had come and gone.

When they spoke words of impending doom, people got angry with them



…and killed them.

Jesus, likewise, prophesied in this way,

predicting what would happen 

to those who refused to heed his warnings

and repent from their ungodly ways.


“If anyone hears My words and does not believe,” Jesus said, “I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world-- but to save the world. He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him — the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.” 

And… whoever is ashamed of Me and My words , of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father's, and of the holy angels. 

Once, when many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more after he spoke 
words that were difficult to accept, Jesus turned to the twelve and said to them, 
"Do you also want to go away?"  

And this is when Simon Peter answered Him, saying: 
   "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."   

Truly, Jesus was a prophet--in every sense of the word.

 So…how might this lesson on “Jesus as prophet” speak to us 

on this day that has been designated 

as a time to show appreciation to our fathers?

Well, there is one thing that I believe we know for sure: 

Words are very, very important.
If we can take these words that we have heard today into our selves,


let them sink in and dwell within us,



we will not only have a better appreciation for who Christ was and is,




we will also gain a new appreciation for the words our earthly fathers 

(or those who filled that role) spoke to us during the days 

we spent together on this earth.  

[pass the mic]
Truly, learning to appreciate our dads is a process

--one that goes kind of like this:

At age 4, we said: My Daddy knows everything! 
at 7 years: My Dad knows a lot…a whole lot.
8 years: My father does not know quite everything.
12 years: Oh well, naturally Father does not know that either.
14 years: Oh, Father? He is hopelessly old-fashioned.
21 years: Oh, that man-he is out of date!
25 years: He knows a little bit about it, but not much.
30 years: I must find out what Dad thinks about it.
35 years: Before we decide, we will get Dad's idea first.
50 years: What would Dad have thought about that?
60 years: My Dad knew literally everything!
65 years: I wish I could talk it over with Dad once more.

A certain person discovered a wonderful secret years ago 

and wrote it down so that others might discover it too, saying:

“My father died many years ago, and yet… when something special happens to me, I talk to him secretly not really knowing whether he hears, but it makes me feel better to believe that he can.”


Well, one thing we know for sure is this:

We are not alone. 

God is with us.

He has given us Jesus who can meet our every need.

James will lead us now in the singing of the song “Give Me Jesus”


--which you will find printed on the insert in your worship bulletin.

And as we sing, let us take these words into our selves and allow them to live in us 
and move us.


