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Sermon: “God and All of Us”

Scripture: Psalm 103

Introduction:

As we have witnessed these boys and girls receiving the various levels of the “God and Country” award we notice that each begins with the word God. The word “and” connects the two. God and Me comes first, then God and Family, God and Church, and God and Life. What we recognize here is that the awards have to do with relationship. This theme fits into the ministries of our church well because this is what The United Methodist Church is all about: Relationship. 
We who call ourselves “The People of the United Methodist Church” certainly find this to be true. It is all about relationship—beginning with a relationship with God. So the first question a curious one might ask is this: Who is God?  Using the Apostle’s Creed as the basis of our study, the first thing we learned in our God and Country classes was that God is the creator of heaven and earth. To help confirm this belief the students turned to page 1 of the Bible and read the creations story, starting with the words, “In the beginning…” God is the creator of heaven and earth. And when we read on in the book of Genesis we discover that God is also in relationship with everything He created. Just like any relationship, it takes two to tango, and we are called to discover our part. Figuring out “who God is for us” is an important part of that discovery process.       

8-year-old Danny, who lives in Chula Vista, CA . took the assignment seriously and came up with the following answer to the question: “Who is God?” 

'One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the ones that die, so there will be enough people to take care of things on earth. He doesn't make grownups, just babies. I think because they are smaller and easier to make. That way he doesn't have to take up his valuable time teaching them to talk and walk. He can just leave that to mothers and fathers.'


'God's second most important job is listening to prayers. An awful lot of this goes on, since some people, like preachers and things, pray at times beside bedtime. God doesn't have time to listen to the radio or TV because of this. Because he hears everything, there must be a terrible lot of noise in his ears, unless he has thought of a way to turn it off.'


'God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps Him pretty busy. So you shouldn't go wasting his time by going over your mom and dad's head asking for something they said you couldn't have.'
'Atheists are people who don't believe in God. I don't think there are any in Chula Vista . At least there aren't any who come to our church.'

'Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard work, like walking on water and performing miracles and trying to teach the people who didn't want to learn about God. They finally got tired of him preaching to them and they crucified him But he was good and kind, like his father, and he told his father that they didn't know what they were doing and to forgive them and God said O.K.'

'His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had done and all his hard work on earth so he told him he didn't have to go out on the road anymore. He could stay in heaven. So he did. And now he helps his dad out by listening to prayers and seeing things which are important for God to take care of and which ones he can take care of himself without having to bother God. Like a secretary, only more important.'


'You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to help you because they got it worked out so one of them is on duty all the time.' 

'You should always go to church on Sunday because it makes God happy, and if there's anybody you want to make happy, it's God!


Don't skip church to do something you think will be more fun like going to the beach. This is wrong. And besides the sun doesn't come out at the beach until noon anyway.'


'If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very lonely, because your parents can't go everywhere with you, like to camp, but God can.. It is good to know He's around you when you're scared, in the dark or when you can't swim and you get thrown into real deep water by big kids.'

So this is one child’s understanding of who God is—and why he believes in God. We can see that it certainly has alot to do with relationship! --between God and all of us.
This is the starting place…let’s take a closer look…

God and Me. 

God and you. 

This is what it’s all about: 
Being in relationship with God. 

In our Scripture reading for today


we heard David’s view 

of who God is.

“God forgives all our iniquity.    

He heals our diseases, 

He frees us from oppression.

He loves us like a compassionate father…

The psalmist’s understanding is 

actually not so different 

from that of 8 yr old Danny




…for it has a lot to do with 
what God does for us:
In as sense, 

we do love God because of what God does for us.

But as we all know,


In order for a relationship to grow to maturity,



it has to move beyond 

what we can get out of it.


It can’t be all about us, 

and the time comes when we need to ask 
not “what can God do for me?”




but rather,






“What can I do for God?”

John Wesley, founding father of the United Methodist Church, 
shared some helpful insight 
on how we can best live
as persons who are in relationship with God. 

His help comes to us in the form of “Three Simple Rules,”

which he identifies as:

Do no harm.

Do good.

Stay in love with God.

We see right away 
that each of the simple rules 

has to do with relationship.
The first two:

“Do no harm”



and “Do good” 




have to do with our relationship with other people.
What a wonderful world this would be 

if every person on the face of this earth 

would begin today 

to live by these two simple rules! 

(describe)
The third rule,
“Stay in love with God” 

has to do with our relationship with others.
It sounds like great advice

…but what exactly does this mean?

The world tells us that being “in love” 

is like being “on cloud nine” 
24/7:

[describe]
But even children know 
that loving someone 
goes much deeper than eyelashes and hearts fluttering: 

Listen to what some 4-8 yr. olds 
have to say about “love:”
8 yr. old Emily says:

'Love is when you get tired of kissing, and you still want to be together and you talk more.
Billy - age 4 says:

'When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different.
You just know that your name is safe in their mouth.'
And, it was 7 yr. old Bobby 

who described what it feels like to be “in love,”

saying: 

'Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and listen.'
Could it be 

that this is what it’s like to be in love with God?



--wanting to be together all the time

and doing lots of talking?

And yes, 

we can be certain 

that when God calls our name,




our name is safe in His mouth.

We can trust that God wants what is best for us.

Because the truth is: in today’s fast paced world, we need more than ever to slow down

 
--stop what we are doing …and listen.

“Be still and know that I am God.


God says to us.
“Be holy as I am holy.”

These are not suggestions

they are commands 
given to us by God himself.

They go hand-in-hand with what we know to be true.
because…

one thing we all agree on is this:

the more effort we put into the relationship,




the better our chances of growing in love.
There is a hymn in our hymnal that teaches us precisely what we must do 

in order to be in a true and lasting relationship with God.

It is entitled “Take Time to Be Holy.”

let’s respond to this morning’s message



by singing this hymn together,




allowing it to teach us as we sing…





page 395 in our Hymnal.

