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Sermon “Grace at Work in You”
Scripture Readings

John 9:1-8

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in him.  We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work.  As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."  When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man's eyes, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 
2 Corinthians 4:5-18

For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies.

For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. 

But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture — "I believed, and so I spoke" — we also believe, and so we speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 
Introduction: Tell story of Simon Burch

Transition: Simon was right—God does have a plan—and that plan is that all would come to believe in Him. If we are willing to give ourselves to Jesus Christ, God will use us as his instruments. This is what the apostle Paul is talking about in his letter to the Corinthian church—as Ken read to us just now. And this is what Gospel writer John has shown us in the story of the healing of the blind man. Let’s take a closer look…

Truly, our bodies are like clay jars, 
easily broken.

Disease does it to us, 
so do accidents, 
and if these don’t wear us down,

everyday use eventually will. 
But for the Christian, 

even though “we are afflicted in every way, 
we are not driven to despair; 
even though we may be persecuted, 
we are not forsaken; 
even though we may be struck down, 
we will not be destroyed.” 
All this 

is so that it may be made clear to others 
that this extraordinary power belongs to God 
and does not come from us. 

If we are willing,

God will use everything that happens to us 

for His glory.

And this is exactly what happened 

in the story of the healing of the blind man


that we heard about

in today’s Gospel reading.

The man had been blind from birth,


and according to the beliefs 

of the people of that day, 




when a person had any kind of defect





--somebody had sinned.

Serious defects like blindness

and other physical handicaps

meant that either the person or their parents

had sinned 

in a big way.
Even the disciples thought this way.

And that is why they asked Jesus, the teacher: 

"Who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 
This was a teachable moment.

And Jesus answered, 
"Neither this man nor his parents sinned; 
he was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in him.”

Jesus then proceeded to heal the man.

He did it not only for the man himself

--out of compassion

but he also healed the man for a greater reason:




so that others might believe





when they saw that a miracle had taken place.

The glory of God would shine through both the person who was healed,


those who witnessed the miracle,



and those who later heard about it.

And so it was, 

Jesus bent down, 
spat on the ground 
and made mud with his saliva
and spread the mud on the man's eyes, 
saying to him, 
"Go, wash in the pool of Siloam." 
The man did as he was told

--he went and washed 
and came back able to see. 
What happened next is a long story


--it continues on 33 verses beyond 

what we have read this morning.

But the essence of the story is clear even at this point:

Jesus healed the blind man so that he and others would believe.

We know this to be true,

because later on in the chapter, 



Jesus found the man again




and asked him:





“Do you believe in the Son of Man?”

And the man answered,


“And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”

“You have seen him,” Jesus said,


“and the one speaking with you is he.”

And this is when the man was truly healed,

saying, 
“Lord, I believe.” 

[pause]
“Lord, I believe.”

These are the words every heart must say in order to be saved.


This is why Jesus came to earth



--and this is why he performed miracles




--so that all might come to believe in him.

[Tell story of the writer of Amazing Grace]
Words of transition:
We have one among us whom many of you will remember.


He worshiped with us for several years,



He sat right back there…




He came early and read the Bible and prayed





while his wife Susan played the piano for us.

His name is Clement,

and he has a personal testimony to share with us this morning.

His name was on our prayer list for several months,


as you may remember.

He suffered a heart attack while vacationing with Susan in Taiwan.

And now, he is here—with us


ready to tell his story. 

Let us welcome him now…Clement Lai.
Testimony of Clement

Conclusion: Thank you, Clement! 
What a beautiful testimony you have shared with us. 
You have confirmed for us that
all things do work together for good for those who love the Lord. 
Clearly, 
God is using you to bring others to Jesus Christ. 
And we know that it is all part of God’s plan
—so that every person on this earth would come to believe in Him. 
If every Christian in this world would be willing to turn his or her life over to God--as you have done

--we would be hearing more stories like yours 
--because amazing things do happen 

when we allow God to use us 

as instruments of His grace. 

Let us respond now to the message we have heard

by sharing in song

that old favorite,

Amazing Grace,

page 378 in our Hymnal.
