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Palm Sunday 2010

“Hosanna to the King of Kings”

Scripture Readings: Zechariah 9:9-10 and Matthew 21:1-11

Zechariah 9:9-10

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!

Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!

Lo, your king comes to you;

triumphant and victorious is he,

humble and riding on a donkey,

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim

and the war-horse from Jerusalem;

and the battle bow shall be cut off,

and he shall command peace to the nations;

his dominion shall be from sea to sea,

and from the River to the ends of the earth.
Matthew 21:1-11

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me.  If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 'The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately."  This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

"Tell the daughter of Zion,

Look, your king is coming to you,

humble, and mounted on a donkey,

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey."

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,

"Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!"

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee."

It was Palm Sunday, but because of a sore throat, 4-year-old Tommy had to stay home from church with a baby-sitter. When the family returned home carrying palm branches, he asked what they were for. “People held them over Jesus’ head as He walked by,” his sister explained. “Wouldn’t you know it,” the boy fumed. “The one Sunday I didn’t go, Jesus showed up!” 
 Well, Jesus showed up on that first Palm Sunday—and he showed up here today. We could feel his presence in this room as the children processed joyfully waving the palms. Christians all over the world have celebrated this day for many centuries now. Today we have opportunity, once again, to remember both what that triumphal entry into Jerusalem meant to the people of that day—and what it now means to us. Our Scripture passages will help us. Let’s take a closer look…    
Look, your king is coming to you!

Triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  

The words themselves sound contradictory…


because everyone knew 

that triumphant, victorious kings 

did not process on donkeys!
Kings who were setting out to conquer the world
processed on stallions


--horses decked out in elaborate garb

--and the showier, the better.

So why did this happen in the way it did?

Well, tradition tells us that

kings who came in peace


processed on a donkey—not a horse.

With this information in mind, we know that it had to happen in this way.

And…also, of course--because the prophets had prophesied it as such.

Both the Old and New Testament scriptures teach us that this is the case:
All that had been prophesied throughout the ages

was to be fulfilled by Jesus Christ,



this anointed One 

who would come in the name of the Lord.   
Jesus knew the Scriptures,
and he knew them well,

so he always knew what was supposed to come next.
The words of the prophets instructed him.

He fulfilled it all to a “T”
—every jot and tittle


--just as it had been foretold



centuries before. 

So now, having less than a week to live, Jesus set his face toward Jerusalem.
He had determined not to stop until he had taken his last breath.  

For he was the one God’s people had been waiting for. 
and now it was time for this to be revealed.

It was time for Jesus to make it known--publicly 

that he was the long awaited Messiah.

Sure enough, everything went as planned:

The two disciples found the donkey and her colt 
exactly as Jesus had said they would, 
in the exact place he told them they would be. 
And,  just as prophesied, the colt was one that had never been ridden. 
The owners weren’t so sure about letting them go--at first,

but when they heard the words, “The Lord needs it”, 
they were eager to let the disciples take them


--just as Jesus had foretold. 
So the donkey was taken to Jesus, the King of all Kings,

So that he could enter the city in peace on an animal of service 
--one that was used to carry heavy burdens. 
And now the entry into Jerusalem was ready to begin. 
So far, the crowd consisted of those who had seen the miracles Jesus had performed

--like driving seven demons 

out of a woman named Mary of Magdalene

--like raising his friend Lazarus from the dead 
As word got out the crowd grew.

It was Passover 
Jews had come from all over the region 

to the Holy City 

--from places far and near,




to celebrate their ancestors’ release 

from Egyptian captivity..centuries before.  
And now it was time for Jesus to make his triumphal entry

--so here he came, 
riding on that donkey. 

As soon as his entry got underway,
different attitudes began to manifest themselves. 
The first attitude was that of those who wanted to offer King Jesus their best. 
These took off their coats and spread them on the ground, 

and cut palm branches from the trees and laid them down,

creating a royal carpet 
for King Jesus to enter upon. 
Then,  there was another group 
present in the crowd that day.
These had a different attitude.
There’s was one of loyalty to their nation


--to the people of Israel. 
These waved the palm branches 

and cheered as Jesus rode by

--just like citizens do in our present time 

--waving their country’s flags proudly in the air.

And then, there were also those 

in the crowd that day 

who were suspicious of this man, Jesus.

After all, he had made some pretty bold claims


and some very big promises.
These suspicious ones were keeping a close eye on him.

And they would be the ones 

who would soon turn the shouts of joy into words of betrayal: 

“Crucify him….

Crucify him!”

Yes, thousands of people were there
--on that first Palm Sunday 
when Jesus entered the Holy City. 
For some the event signified hope,


that things would now change for the better,



and for others, 

posed a threat.

These were satisfied with the way things were.

Any change would mess up their “status quo.”

So what it all came down to was this:

How each person felt about change. 

It was all a matter of attitude…and perspective

—whether we saw the situation as good or bad.

The story was once told in an interview, 
by one of Ronald Reagan’s aides, Peter Robinson, 
that Reagan had a story about attitude and perspective
--one that he loved to tell:
Worried that their son was too optimistic, the parents of a little boy took him to a psychiatrist. During the session, the psychiatrist tried to dampen the boy’s spirits by leading him into a room piled high with nothing but horse manure. However, instead of displaying disgust, the little boy jumped right in, climbed to the top of the pile, and began digging on all fours. “What do you think you’re doing?” the psychiatrist asked. “With all this manure,” the little boy replied, beaming with joy, “there must be a pony in here somewhere!”


What can we say?

Some persons see change as a bad thing

and some see change as having 

the potential for good. 
In Jesus’ day,

those persons who viewed change as a bad thing

wanted everything to stay the same.

Among these were the rich and powerful.

Others didn’t particularly like the way things were 
but were not in favor of change either.
Perhaps they were afraid of it.

And still others were more than ready for change.


They were sick and tired 

of the way things were.

We can relate. The thought of change affects us all in different ways.

But this is what Palm Sunday is all about—change.
The season of Lent has come to an end,

and Easter is on its way.
Hopefully, it has been a time of preparation for you

--for change of some kind to take place in your life.

Granted, change can be a scary thing…

but perhaps the time is now right 

for change to take place in your life.

Consider this:

It has been said that a person is not willing to change

until the pain of staying the same

outweighs the fear of change.

[talk about how the thief on the cross changed in Easter Experience DVD]
Likewise, the challenge that we have before us now, 

as we move toward Good Friday and then Easter is this:

Will we be changed by the experience?

“Hosanna! Save us now!”


sang the people who were in the midst of Jesus that day.

We too have  sung the words, “Hosanna’.
What is it that each of us needs to be saved from?

Perhaps a more helpful way to ask the question is this:

What is one thing that would make you a better person




--who makes a difference in the lives of others





and in this world?

[instruct to write it down]

Decision is the first step, then sharing your decision with one person you can trust--someone who will encourage you and ask you how you are doing from time to time, with on-going prayer.
Change is not easy but it is definitely necessary to our salvation.

After all, this is why Jesus came to earth
The starting place is to want to be better persons.

--to have the desire in our hearts to be more like Jesus Christ.

So now, let us center our hearts on God, who alone has the power to save us


--let us confess our desires to him

as we pray the prayer that has been included in our worship bulletin.   

[lead congregation in unison prayer of confession]
