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Mother’s Day Sermon: “The Wisdom of Mothers”
Scripture: Matthew 7:7-12

“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.  For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.  Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone?  Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake?  If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him!  In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets.” 
Introduction:

Hungry at the end of the day, a 15-year-old boy found his mother in bed and was suddenly seized with concern.

"Mom, are you sick or something?"

"Well, as a matter of fact," his mother replied weakly, "I'm not feeling too well."

"I'm sorry Mom," the boy responded with furrowed brow. After a brief pause, he then added: 
"Don't you worry a bit about dinner. I'm getting pretty big now, and I'll be happy to carry you down to the stove!"
Funny--but sadly true—moms are expected to continue to do what they have always done—regardless of the changes that take place in the world around them. 
In fact, the expectations placed on moms appears to be increasing—to keep up with the pace of modern day life. 

Show video of mom playing many different roles & wearing different uniforms
So, how “good” does a mom have to be—really?

Today’s moms have somehow gotten the idea that they have to be perfect—that they have to meet their child’s every need—day in and day out. 

She is expected to be “more powerful than a locomotive, faster than a speeding bullet, and able to leap tall buildings in a single bound.”

She is expected to be “supermom.”

These are very big shoes to fill.

But did you know that this is not the model that God has given us--for how a mom should be?

The model God has given us comes from today’s Scripture—together with our own experiences of being cared for by God.

Let’s take a closer look…

Jesus asks every parent:


“Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone?  
Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake?”

Now, to us, this makes no sense—of course we wouldn’t do that! 

And why would Jesus even ask such a question?

Stones are nothing like bread,



and snakes don’t look like fish.

But…in Jesus’ day they did.

Bread was shaped more like a pancake than a loaf—it was flat and round

--closely resembling the stones that lay upon Palestinian ground.

And the fish that swarmed in their lakes was slender and shiny

--closely resembling eel.
Knowing this, we can see how the people of Jesus’ day 
would have understood the point Jesus was making:
Just as a good parent gives his or her children what is truly good for them,


God gives us what is good for us. 

The message is an appropriate one for people all over the world
--especially on this Mother’s Day



…for when we look closely at this Scripture passage, 

we can see that it offers us much more 

than first meets the eye.  
Jesus’ description of God as our heavenly parent gives us a working model


for what it means to be “a good enough parent.”

The Scripture passage for today does three things for us:

1) It frees us from the misconception that God wants mothers to be like the “supermom” in the video. 

2) It releases us from the feelings of guilt that stem from having made mistakes in parenting our now-grown children. 

3) It provides for us, a guideline,
one that works not only with children 

--but in all relationships.
Let’s look at each of these briefly:



--starting with the expectation to be “a supermom.”

One of the misconceptions “supermoms” have about parenting 

is that they seem to think that it is part of their job 

to premeditate their child’s needs, that ia
--to provide those needs before the child even asks.

And while this is certainly true for when the child is a tiny, helpless infant,

it is not God’s model for parenting a child 

who has the ability to actually do some things.

“Ask,” Jesus tells us.

“Ask and it will be given you.”

It is clear from these words 

that God wants us, his children, 

to communicate with him

--to express our needs and wants to him.

 And the way we do this is through prayer


--which is nothing more than talking with God



--just as a child converses with his/her earthly parent.

 [talk about the way the Scouts pray at the close of our God and Country class] 

I can almost see God smiling upon these boy and girls 

as they speak to him in their own simple vocabulary,

asking for the things that are important to them in their daily lives.
And…we can be sure that God will find a way give them what their heart desires

--because this is what Jesus has promised, saying:


“Ask and it will be given you.”

Many times God will give us something before we ask,

but today’s Scripture makes it clear


that God does want us to ask.

Can you imagine how much pressure it would take off these “supermoms” 


--just to know that it is OK to wait to give their child the opportunity to ask 

for what he or she wants.

 “Search,” Jesus says. “Seek and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.” 
“For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, 
and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.”
When we are able, God invites us to participate in the receiving of our gifts.

We’ve all experienced the joy of children hunting Easter eggs that have been hidden.

And there is probably no one here that did not enjoy playing the game of hide-and–seek 

in their childhood days.

It would appear that God has placed this drive within each human being


--the motivation to search for that which is hidden. 

Not only do these words of instruction from Jesus free us from the misconception 

that God wants mothers to be “supermoms.” 

These word can also release us from the feelings of guilt that stem from having made mistakes 
in parenting our now-grown children. 

Surely, every one of us who is a parent would do some things differently 
if we had the chance to do so.

Reflecting on these things is good--as long as we learn from our mistakes 

and practice forgiveness.

But there is one thing that is not helpful--and that is to “beat ourselves up”



over not being perfect parents 

(if there were such a thing,

and if such a thing were actually good.)

Donald Woods Winnicott, English pediatrician, psychiatrist, sociologist and psychoanalyst,

came up with a phrase 

that describes the kind of mother every child needs: 
“good enough mother.”

A “good enough mother” is one who is gives her child the attention s/he needs 

without depriving the child 
the opportunity to struggle with some of the challenges 

that one naturally encounters 

in the process of growth and development..      
[give ex. of a child being dependent on mother to do something for him that he is now able to do for himself] 

So it can be said that a “good enough mother” is perfectly imperfect!

She gives the child enough attention and help, and at the same time, 

she gives him or her enough room to breathe and grow.

And when we stop and think about it, we can see that this is exactly how God parents us.

This proves to us that we do not need to feel guilty 

about those little (and sometimes big!) mistakes we made 

in parenting our children.
My own son Tim insists that this is true. [tell story of his breaking leg at snow-board camp] 

Tim claims that this experience was a turning point in his life



--and that it did him a lot of good




--to discover that he could do some “really big things” 

on his own.

Finally, Jesus’ words in today’s Scripture provide for us, a guideline,


which we have come to know as “The Golden Rule.”
The way we all learned it, starts with the words “Do unto others…”


Let’s say it together...

It is the best rule of thumb we have for getting along with one another. 

It works not only in parenting our children--but in all of our relationships.

How different our world would be if every person would apply this rule 

before taking action!
The Golden Rule is about empathy


--thinking about how we would feel if a person did or said the same to us.

And it’s also about compassion

--caring about the other person’s feelings.

So, moms! This is your day.

You have been freed! 

God does not intend for you to be like the “supermom” in the video. 

You are worthy! You do not need to feel guilty about making mistakes 

in parenting your children. 

And you are equipped! Jesus has given you the Golden Rule to guide your children 
and to teach them the way of the Lord 

May God bless us, together with all His children, as we reach out to him 

--as we ask, seek, and knock. 

For we know that our Heavenly parent gives good things to those who seek him.

This is God’s gift to us: the Gift of Love.

Let us know respond to the Gospel message 

as we sing the hymn by that name,


The “Gift of Love/”



of your Hymnal. 

