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Sermon Pentecost Sunday

Definition of Pentecost: meaning "the fiftieth day" 

Before Pentecost was a day on the Christian calendar, it was one of the prominent feasts in the Jewish year--the Feast of Weeks, which is celebrated each year, 50 days after Passover.  Also known as the harvest festival of Shavuot (She-voo’-et) the festival celebrates the Exodus of the Jews, the Passover of the death angel, and the giving of the Ten Commandments to Moses at Mount Sinai. 
For Christians, Pentecost also commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus as described in today’s Scripture reading. We celebrate the day as "the Church's birthday" because this was when God empowered the followers of Christ to do what he had commissioned them to do—to go and be the church, to make disciples of all nations.
Scripture Readings

Acts 1:1-5

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  

Acts 2:1-4

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

Introduction:
So, “what’s with” all this talk of tongues of fire and sounds like violent rushing wind?
It certainly doesn’t describe our worship gatherings today—at least not in The United Methodist Church!

Sure, our cross has a red flame on it, and we sometimes talk about flaming the fire within.

But, the reality is, worship services in most Christian churches today bear little resemblance to the event we have heard about in today’s Scripture reading.

Even though we may actually be relieved about this, we still can’t help but wonder…why are they not? What changed? Did the power of God come on stronger at first--just to give the church a jump start--and then gradually cool off through the ages?
Or, is worship still supposed to be the way it was way back then but we are somehow squelching the Spirit? 

Well, these are not easy questions to answer. 

But a quick look at the history of the church shows us that the liveliness of worship has waxed and waned again and again across many centuries…
…not just in the Pentecostal church where people claim to speak in tongues. 
Did you know that the worship services of the Methodist Church were very lively way back in time? 
In the early 1900’s in these United States a movement was started called “the Holiness Movement.”
Worship took place at camp meetings all along the American frontier. 
The natural outdoor setting must have removed the worshipers inhibitions because reports of the worship services sound quite strange. 
Take the camp meeting that took place at Cane Ridge, Kentucky in August, 1801—this one became the most famous of all. Worship included "falling," "jerking," "rolling," and "dancing" with as many as twenty thousand worshipers present. 
When the Civil War began, the frontier camp meetings declined--but not for long. They began to flourish again after the War ended. Methodists and Baptists continued to hold camp meetings for many years.  

Eventually, the Methodists became less charismatic in their worship style, and this led to the birth of what is known today as the Pentecostal Church. 

The frontier was not the only place revivals such as this took place.

In the early 1900’s, a major spiritual revival began not far from here on Azusa Street in Los Angeles. What the Holy Spirit did there at the Azusa Street Revival was quite revolutionary for California in that day. 
Here is what one pastor wrote about Azusa St.:

According to the Los Angeles Times, a bizarre new religious sect had started with people “breathing strange utterances and mouthing a creed which it would seem no sane mortal could understand.” Furthermore, “Devotees of the weird doctrine practice the most fanatical rites, preach the wildest theories, and work themselves into a state of mad excitement.”

And if that didn’t grab the reader’s attention, the article continued by saying that, “The night is made hideous in the neighborhood by the howlings of the worshipers who spend hours swaying forth and back in a nerve-racking attitude of prayer and supplication.” To top it all off, they claimed to have received the “gift of tongues,” and what’s more, they say that they “comprehend the babel.”

Nonetheless, those who were spiritually hungry continued to come from far and wide to receive their very own personal Pentecost.

 “The very atmosphere of heaven” had descended, according to one person. 
A visiting Baptist pastor said, “The Holy Spirit fell upon me and filled me literally, as it seemed to lift me up, for indeed, I was in the air in an instant, shouting, ’Praise God,’ and instantly I began to speak in another language. I could not have been more surprised if at the same moment someone had handed me a million dollars.”

Well, little could the subscribers of the LA Times have guessed that in years to come, historians would say that the Azusa Street revival changed the religious landscape and became the most vibrant force for world evangelization in the 20th century. 
[pause]

So, what about us…now?
Here we are on a street named Azusa some--100 years later--celebrating Pentecost Sunday. Obviously, we are not speaking in tongues. Nor are we shouting or jerking.

Does this mean that we, the people of WCUMC, have not been baptized with the Holy Spirit?

Let’s take a closer look at what the Bible has to say about this…
Right before Jesus ascended to his Father in heaven, 
he gave his disciples  clear instructions, saying:  
"Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."

They did as he said, and then, ten days later, it happened:
“They were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.”

….The church was born. 
Chapters that follow have much to teach us about what the original church was like:

“The disciples devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers... 

And awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.
 All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.
 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. 
And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

 …so many believers were added to the Lord, great numbers of both men and women,  that they even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on cots and mats, in order that Peter's shadow might fall on some of them as he came by. A great number of people would also gather from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all cured. 

Baptized by the Holy Spirit, this is what the early church was like, 
according to the Scripture.

But as we read on, 


we will see that it was not problem-free.

In no time at all, the apostles were in serious trouble 
--with the religious authorities.
The High priest called them in and flogged them. 
They were ordered not to even speak the name of Jesus.
But none of this stopped them. 

In fact, it didn’t slow them down a bit.

Scripture tells us that:

 As they left the council, they rejoiced that they were considered worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name. And every day in the temple and at home they did not cease to teach and proclaim Jesus as the Messiah.   

So this is how it was with the early church.

People were filled with awe, 

and miracles were happening all over the place.
When persecution came the church grew even faster…

How very different this is from any church that exists in our own country today. 


…which leads us back to our original question: 

“Have we been baptized with the Holy Spirit? Or not?”

Perhaps a more helpful way to ask the question would be:
“Would someone coming through our doors 
to visit our worship service for the first time 
recognize the Spirit of God in us?” 

If we have what the Bible calls “Fruit of the Spirit”

then the answer to this question is “yes.”

Let’s look at that Scripture to see if it describe us:
But before we look at the “fruit of the Spirit,” 

we should look first at how Christians are not to live guided by the flesh:

Beginning with verse 16 of Galatians, chapter 5, Paul writes:
“…the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness,  idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, says Paul, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.” 

And then he goes on to write about that which he calls “Fruit of the Spirit:” 

By contrast, he says,

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things, there is no law…if we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.”

These are what define a person who is truly Christ-like.

These are the traits that reveal whether or not a person has been baptized 

by the Holy Spirit.

Let’s look at each one briefly and as we do so, let’s take an honest look at ourselves: 

Love: ​ According to the Bible, “The world will know we are Christians by our love.”

So…the question is: Do we love each other, and 
do we love those who are different from us? 
Do we, as a church, welcome visitors, no matter who they are? 
Do we try to get to know them? 
Do we put their comfort above our own?

Think back to the last time you visited another church—perhaps one in another city…
Remembering how we were treated causes us to want to be different
and to come up with ways we can make hospitality intentional 

and put it into practice… 
…like getting up and welcoming guests when we see them come in before worship, 
like not getting upset if they sit where you usually sit, 
like inviting them to hang around during fellowship time,
like sitting with someone you do not know well

at our potluck dinners.
These are all ways we show love to one another
….and they will know we are Christians by our love.

The second fruit of the Spirit that Paul lists for us is joy:  
Do we look joyous to the outsider? Do we feel joy inside? 

True joy in being a child of God should override all discontent 

and bitterness that we feel.

If we have true joy, 

it should be reflected in our lives. 

The truth is…

we wouldn’t be able to hide it if we tried!



…like the persons in this story:

There were 3 prospectors who found a rich vein of gold in California during the gold rush days. They realized what a great discovery they had & decided, "We’ve a really good thing going here as long as no one else finds out about it." So they each took a vow to keep it secret.

Then they headed for town to file their claims & get the equipment necessary to mine the gold. True to their vows, they didn’t say a word to anybody. They filed their claim, bought the equipment, & headed back to their mine. But when they did, a crowd of people followed them.

And the reason was because the expression on their faces had given them away. Their faces were aglow in anticipation of the wealth that soon would be theirs. People knew that they must have found something very special. A huge crowd followed them out of town.

True joy is impossible to hide. It shows in our faces. It is revealed by everything we say and do.

And this brings us to the third fruit of the Spirit--which is peace.

It has been said that peace is not the absence of conflict
but the presence of God

—no matter what the conflict.

Christ gives us the kind of peace that assures us that we can face tomorrow 


no matter what it holds.

The peace that Christ gives to us surpasses all understanding.

So we should ask ourselves now:

Is there peace between us, 
and is there peace within us? 
Can someone tell by being with us that we have peace in our soul?  [expound]
The fourth “fruit of the Spirit” that Paul lists is that of patience.
How very difficult it is to be patient in today’s fast paced life.

[example of drivers out on the road]

If we are not careful, we will become just like them.

In order to be patient people, 

we must be willing to let others move at their own pace. 

A wise person once said, 

“Have patience and be kind. 

Everyone you meet is fighting some kind of battle.” 
How very true this is.
Kindness is next—the fifth “fruit of the Spirit.”


It’s a lot like gentleness…

…for kindness, like gentleness, is a way of treating one another 

that actually changes people.

[tell about sign in the restroom with the word “kindly” written on it.]

Indeed, kindness is the way God is with us.

Scripture teaches us that God’s enduring kindness 

will eventually bring every person to repentance.

When a person is down in the world, 

an ounce of help is a lot better than a pound of preaching.

And this leads us to —the sixth “fruit of the Spirit:” 
Generosity.

Generous people are easy to recognize.  
[describe]
It has been said that we make a living by what we get,


But we make a life by what we give.
And this leads us to the seventh “fruit of the Spirit:” -faithfulness:
It has been said that the primary cause of unhappiness 

in the world today is the lack of faith.  ​ 

…which leads us to ask ourselves the question:

Does our faith show on our faces? 

Can others see in the way we speak 

and in the way we live our lives

that we truly believe that all things are possible 

with God?”  

If we can answer these questions with an honest “yes,” then we are people of faith.

Gentleness is next on Paul’s list.


It is the eighth “fruit of the Spirit.”


Here we should ask ourselves:

“Do we exhibit care and protection for all of God's creation?”

Are we gentle with the environment, 

with each other, and with ourselves?

I have a story about a person who displays quite the opposite.

It is told by writer Erma Bombeck who is know for her funny stories,


but to those who value gentleness, this story brings feelings of sadness.   

A little boy was in church with his mother. He was a good little boy, quiet & well behaved. He didn’t cause any problems. But every once in a while he would stand up in the pew, turn around, look at the people behind him & smile at them.

His smile was infectious, & soon everybody behind him was starting to smile back at him, too. It was all going fine until the mother realized what the little boy was doing. 

When she did, she grabbed him by his ear & twisted it a bit, told him to sit down-- that he was in church.


Writer Bombeck goes on to say:
It’s kind of sad, isn’t it, that some have the impression that when we come to church that it is all gloom & doom, & that there is nothing here to be happy about.

Being gentle with one another—here in worship and beyond.

This is the fruit of the Spirit that Christ wants all of us to have.

And now we have come to the last but certainly not the least 
“fruit of the Spirit:” Self-Control.

Of all possible virtues, this is perhaps the hardest to attain.

It is not so much a gift as it is something that we have to be intentional about 

and work hard toward.

The inner discipline that it requires 

is only possible with God's constant help. 
Aristotle once said: “I count him braver who  overcomes his desires 

than him who conquers his enemies; 




the hardest victory is the victory over self.”

Indeed, self-control is a quality we must continuously pray for.

And this we can be sure of:

If we do our best, God will do the rest.
So here we have it: “the fruit of the Spirit” --all nine of them:
Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control. 
If we can say “yes” to owning most of these qualities, 

and working on the others, we can be certain 
that we have been baptized with the Holy Spirit.
So what about speaking in tongues, jerking, and falling down?

These are of no good whatsoever 

if we do not have love for one another,

peace in our hearts, or joy in our lives. 
Being slain in the Spirit does persons no good


if when they get up off the floor they are impatient 

--and do not treat others with gentleness and kindness. 

And yelling scriptures on the street corners does no good if the person lacks self-control. 

As the old saying goes, people do not care how much you know
until they know how much you care.
Thankfully, the Holy Spirit confers many different kinds of gifts and graces 
upon the Church—gifts that give us life, make us fruitful 
and help us serve others effectively.

The Holy Spirit that God sends to us

anoints us, illuminates us, and guides us into all truth.
It convicts us when we sin.
It makes us holy by uniting us with Christ, 
and making us one with God.

And the best part of all is this: It is never too late to start over--to begin life anew.

This morning, if you’re lonely, or tired, 

or feel taken advantage of, then please know that within these walls 

there are lots of people just like you. 



This is a place you can come without pretending 

--to just be yourself—wounds and all. 

Here you will find love & acceptance, because that is what the Church is to be, 
the family of God.



We who have been baptized with the Holy Spirit are different

—we are a different kind of people who have a different way of living. 

We are becoming an oasis in the midst of a desert, 

a shade tree on a summer day, 

a cup of cool water for those who are thirsty, 

a place to come & be accepted & loved.

We are the family of God.

Praise be to this living God 
who gives us his Holy Sprit!
Let us invite him to renew our lives once more 

as we sing together 

“Spirit of the Living God”



which you will find on page 393 

of your hymnal.

