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Sermon: “I Believe in God the Father Almighty”

Scripture: Genesis 1:1-2:3 (the Creation Story)
Additional Text: The Apostles’ Creed 
Part One: “I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;” 
Introduction: Today we begin a study of The Apostles’ Creed—the ancient text that churches recite to confirm what it is that we Christians believe—expressed in modern terms as our “bottom line beliefs.” 
The Creed is located in the back of our Hymnal on page 881. 
[give the congregation a moment to find it]

This is the oldest creed we Christians have. [Nicene Creed came a couple of centuries later]

And as you can see by the way it is laid out, it has 3 parts. [point them out] 
This morning, we will take a closer look at just the first part, which is the shortest part—stated in the first two lines. 
But before we take this closer look, it would be helpful to know a little bit about the Creed itself— where it came from and why it was written.

According to legend, this creed was prepared by the apostles themselves. This is why it is named The Apostles’ Creed. As the legend goes, the twelve got together right before they left Jerusalem and went their separate ways--to undertake the great commission that Christ had given them—which was to go into the world and preach the gospel message to people of all nations. 

Further studies indicate that the Creed is not quite that ancient—that it did not appear in writing until the middle of the second century. And why was it written? Studies show that it was written to counteract false beliefs that had begun to crop up in the early church—doctrines that the church leaders believed to be contrary to the Gospel message that Christ had taught.
So, the question arises: Do we need the Creed today? Well, this is something we will need to decide for ourselves. It is my hope that as we go along, our understanding of who God is will be deepened and that our faith will be strengthened. 

So let’s begin---by reciting the first part aloud together...

And now let’s take that closer look…
“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.”

This is a basic belief of the Christian faith.

And yet, many Christians have difficulty saying these words aloud,
and many churches have discontinued use of the Creed altogether.

Some people admit that they feel hypocritical
--reciting statements for which there is no proof.

So they go along with the reciting of the Creed, 

skipping the parts they feel uneasy about.

Others admit to simply mumbling along, 

so as not to attract attention to themselves.  

I suspect that if we were to recite the whole Creed aloud today,


many here would feel the same way.

After all, none of these claims can be proven.

They are statements of faith


--words that line out what it is that we Christians have chosen 

to believe, things that we hope with all our being

will “turn out” to be true…in the end. 

With this approach in mind, 

it is helpful to some 

to think of the Creed 

not so much as a statement of their personal belief 

but rather…

as an important statement of what it is that 

makes the church 
the church. 

The story is told of a young priest 

who told his spiritual advisor 

that he had difficulties 

with some of the statements of the Creed.

“Recite it anyway,” the older man insisted.

The young man returned a few days later, 

again declaring that he could not in good conscience


claim to believe all that the Creed said.

“Recite it anyway,” the older man insisted.

This went on for several weeks 

until finally, exasperated, the young priest asked,

“Why do you insist that I repeat the Creed when you know 

that there are some parts that I don’t really believe?” 

To which the elderly adviser replied,


“Because it is not your creed.” 

“It is the church’s creed.


And when you say it, 

you are declaring yourself as part of this church


--regardless of whether you believe 
every point of doctrine 
or not.”
The same is true for us.

We recite the Apostles’ Creed 



to declare ourselves 

as part of the countless multitude throughout the centuries 

who have found their identity in the same gospel 

of which we are a part


--and this includes all of the martyrs, 

saints, and great theologians.

So…as we study this Creed and the scriptures that go along with it,



we will not be doing so to pick and choose which parts we believe or disbelieve.

Rather, 

we will be trying to understand more about the faith of this people of God

 of whom we declare ourselves to be a part.  

Hopefully, our faith will be strengthened along the way.
Let’s begin…

One of the major beliefs that the people of God hold in common 

is that 
God is the Father Almighty, 

and that this God is the One 

who created the heaven and the earth.

The Bible begins be declaring that this is true.

Gary will now read the scripture for us…
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
The earliest believers accepted this story 
(without much questioning)

as a report on how it all happened.

And then,  the questions began to surface--sparking…the birth of science.

Especially in recent times, there has been much disagreement


about how this world came to be.

On one end, 

there are persons who believe the Big Bang Theory 

and/or Darwin’s theory of evolution


to be fact





--leaving God completely out of the process.

At the other end of the spectrum,

there are those who believe that God created the heavens and earth



in seven days (literally)
—in exact accordance with own modern day timetable.

I am reminded of a story that I have shared with you previously… 
God was sitting in heaven one day when a scientist said to Him,  “God, we don’t need you anymore. Science has finally figured out a way to create life out of nothing – in other words, we can now do what you did in the beginning.”

“Oh, is that so? Explain…” replies God.  “Well,” says the scientist, “we can take dirt and form it into the likeness of you and breathe life into it, thus creating man.”

“Well, that’s very interesting… show Me.”

So the scientist bends down to the earth and starts to mold the shape of a man.

“No, no, no!” God interrupts. “Get your own dirt.”

We laugh

—perhaps because we are among those who stand somewhere in the middle. 

We may not know exactly where we stand in that middle, though.

Some believe that a divine intelligence

created the heavens and earth initially,

and then just let it go—to take its own course
—like a watch ticking away.




[expound]



These have been known as deists.

And then, there are others who believe that a creator, 

by intelligent design,


not only initiated the process 

but continues to orchestrate the process
--that it is still ongoing.

This is probably where most Christians stand.

As followers of Christ, 
we believe that our lives are being renewed moment by moment.

Jesus sits upon the throne in the highest heaven,


claiming that Creation is an ongoing process



as he boldly proclaims:



“Behold, I make all things new.” 

So…as we can see, 

the statement 

“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth”


can mean different things to different people.

Thankfully, 

there is still some wiggle room for persons who calls themselves Christian,



but one thing we can all agree on is that

believing in the existence of God 

is the starting place.
Our belief is not just something that we think about or claim to be true. 

Our belief in God that calls us to do something about it.

It calls us to love and respect all that has been created.

It calls us to participate in the renewal of our world as parts of it wear out

--and as life continues to evolve.
And, most certainly, believing in God the Creator calls each of us 

to find our own purpose in having been created



--God’s reason for being placed us upon this earth.

As Gary has read, God created the heavens and the earth and everything in it and on it.


And he called it all “good.”

Much has transpired over the centuries


--wars and all kinds of natural disasters 

continue to change the face of our earth


and the people who dwell on it.

But, in spite of all the tragedies and hardships in this world,


I believe that it is still “good.”

So far, God has not told us otherwise.

And so, this is what we continue to believe as Christians


--that in the midst of pain and suffering, there is hope 

because God is still with us, and He is laboring day and night 
to make all things new.

The challenge that God has called me to place before us all this morning is this:
To be faithful in serving the One who created us.
And the way we will do this is by seeing “the good” in all creation

and by sharing God’s love with others.
Surely, then, we will be able to say with certainty,   

“I Believe.”

[Power point Presentation]
As people of faith, 


we have been called to do our part 
in helping others believe, too.
Praise be to God! 
To our Creator, 

let us joyfully proclaim, 
“How great thou art!” 

[page 77 in UM Hymnal]
