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Sermon: “Christ, Our King”

Scriptures:

Isaiah 6:1-8

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and said:

"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory." 

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. And I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out." 

 John 18:33-38

Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" Jesus answered, "Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?"  Pilate replied, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?" Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here."  Pilate asked him, "So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice." 

Introduction:

The Fourth of July was coming up, and the nursery school teacher took the opportunity to tell her class about patriotism. "We live in a great country," she said. "One of the things we should be happy is that, in this country, we are all free." One little boy came walking up to her from the back of the room. He stood with his hands on his hips and said, "I'm not free. I'm four."

Well, if that one was too corny for you, here’s another:

A sister and a brother were playing together, and their words were overheard by their parents. The boy recited at the end of the mock church service, “In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.” The girl continued in a strong voice, “and the republic for which it stands.” 
I believe that this second story illustrates well, a reality that we Christians face: 
We have a dual citizenship. 
We are citizens of this world, of our country, state, and city.

And we are citizens of another realm—the Kingdom of God.

It is every Christian’s wish that that the two could match up.

But as we all know to be true, this is not often the case:
More times that not, the standards that are acceptable in this world 
are in direct opposition to those God has set before us. 
Let’s consider a few of these, for example:
 The world tells us that…

“we must be young, good-looking, and popular to be successful.”

“that the man who dies with the most toys wins.”
“that women must be skinny or else they are less than.” 

“that we can keep one foot in each world—and that what we take in through the mass media will not affect our spiritual lives.”
“that Christianity is just a crutch for weak-willed, weak-minded people.”

The world also says…

“There is no right or wrong—there are no absolutes.”

“If it feels good, then by all means do it.”

...you get the idea. These all sound familiar.
The messages come our way through many avenues—TV, movies, magazines, etc.

And if we buy into these, they will influence the decisions we make in life

--and determine our future—in this world and the next.

More than ever, we modern-day Christians are challenged to wrestle how to be “in the world”
 and not be “of it.” 
The Bible has much to teach us about this. Let’s take a closer look…
Jesus is our King.

Christians everywhere accept this truth.
Even those who didn’t believe in him called him King.

The mocked him and placing the words “King of kings” above his head on the cross.

So the real question before us this morning is this: “What kind of King?”

Our Scripture readings for this morning give us two very different pictures of kingship.

In the first, our reading from the prophet Isaiah, we have a beautiful picture of the Lord 

seated on a throne, high and lifted up; with the hem of his robe filling the temple.

This is how many like to picture our King--seated at the right hand of the Father


--interceding for us.

We are quite content to have a king who stays in heaven --doing his work from afar.

The people of old, on the other hand…wanted a “hands-on” king



--one who would lead armies into battle and wipe out their enemies

--one who would restore peace and prosperity 

to the land--no matter what the cost.




The prophets tried hard to convince them 

that God was the only king they needed 

but the people wouldn’t give up until they got an earthly king


--like the nations that were rising up against them. 

We learn about it in the book of 1 Samuel chapter 12, 

                         where the prophet Samuel said to the people:
“When you saw that King Nahash of the Ammonites came against you, you said to me, 'We want a king to reign over us,' though the LORD your God was your king.”

At first God refused and then gave in to the people’s desires 

and had Samuel anoint Saul their king.

He gave them very clear instructions on how this was supposed to work:

“See, here is the king whom you have chosen, for whom you have asked; see, the LORD has set a king over you. If you will fear the LORD and serve him and heed his voice and not rebel against the commandment of the LORD, and if both you and the king who reigns over you will follow the LORD your God, it will be well; but if you will not heed the voice of the LORD, but rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then the hand of the LORD will be against you and your king.”   

Predictably, it wasn’t long before the word of the LORD came to Samuel, saying, 
“I greatly regret that I have set up Saul as king, for he has turned back from following Me, 
and has not performed My commandments." 
This grieved Samuel, deeply, and he cried out to the LORD all night.

King David came next, followed by his son Solomon, who was a good king



until he let his riches get the best of him.

Over the years, kings came and went,


and every one of them failed to do what God had commanded


Things went from bad to worse.
And this is why Mary’s soul magnified the Lord when she learned that she would give birth 
to the long –awaited Savior of the world.

"My spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior,” she sang. 

            “For He who is mighty has done great things for me,

                        He has filled the hungry with good things,

                              and the rich He has sent away empty.”

…Finally, a king who would follow God faithfully. 
--one who would genuinely care for his people. 

But, as we know, this one did not turn out to be the kind of king the people expected

             or wanted.
They expected a conqueror. 

But what they got was a servant. 

They wanted a leader with a golden scepter but what they got was a king whose scepter 
                     …was a towel. 
He didn’t even sit on a throne. He lived as one of them: 

eating, sleeping, working, teaching, walking, 

laughing with neighbors at a wedding party, 

weeping at the grave of a friend, 

holding little children in his arms, 

washing the feet of his disciples.


He paused to talk with any he met, 

telling short, pointed stories that had layers of meaning. 

He talked of simple things, earthy objects: yeast, seeds, birds, flowers, 

a woman sweeping her house, a runaway son, a lost sheep. 

This king came as a healer: 

curing the sick, 

casting out demons, 

raising the dead. 

meeting people at the point of their greatest need. 


Here was a man who, during his 30 something years, 

he had not one attribute of worldly success: 

no wealth, political or economic power, high-sounding titles, 


degrees, prestige, or honors...

much to the peoples’ disappointment. 

We know what happened next:

           It grieves our heart to think about it. 

Instead of exalting King Jesus,
           the crowds crucified him.

But because he was a heavenly king—not an earthly king,
           death could not hold him down.

Suddenly he re-appeared upon the face of the earth

            to show everyone that those who believed in him,

                              would live again too.

Surely, the day is coming, when every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth, 
                 and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

And what a day of rejoicing that will be!

But for now….the time being…we are here

              --living in a place that is not our true home.

For the Christian, our true home is in a place we call Heaven.
            An early church father by the name of Augustine wrote an entire book on this. 
He entitled it, The City of God. 
In it, he described heaven and earth as two different cities: 
the “city of God” and “the city of man.” 
The “city of man,” said Augustine, is temporal. 
It is capable of being destroyed. 
The “city of God,” though, is eternal. 
This is the world we must set our sights on--the unseen spiritual world 
…and when we do this, our behavior as earthly citizens 
                                will reflect the fact that we are but passing through this place. 
Here on earth, we are resident aliens…” 
…which brings us back to our original question:
“How are we to live 

“in this world” 

and at the same time,

not be “of this world?”

Well, one thing we know for sure: Our first allegiance is to God.

Even on this day, as we celebrate the freedom of our great country,
our first allegiance is to Jesus Christ.
Over the years, I have known several persons both before and after 

they made the decision to put God first in their lives.

When each of these acted on their decision, profound changes took place.

I would like to share with you this morning three changes that I believe take place in a person


when their first allegiance becomes God. 
First of all, it changes what it is that a person values. 
Suddenly, material things are not the most important thing in their life.
Fine cars, boats, clothes, houses

—are not nearly as important as relationships.

A second thing that putting Christ first will change is person’s priorities 
--manifest most clearly in how they spend their time and money. 
Jesus spoke very clearly about where we are to place our focus, saying:

 “Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on.  Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  

"So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;  and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. ..

"Therefore do not worry , saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  …For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 

And as time went on, his words became even firmer…saying: 
“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world — the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life — is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away… but he who does the will of God abides forever. “
Truly, our priorities change when we put God first in our lives.

And then thirdly, putting God first will change in our lifelong mission. 
Some people are driven to accomplish great tasks with their lives. 
Others live aimlessly from day to day, lacking purpose or direction. 
Either way, putting Jesus first affects the direction a person goes in life. 
He gives His followers purpose and a mission.
Our purpose as Christians is very clear: We are to bring others to Christ by our love.
The UMC says it like this: to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
Indeed, we have a very important job to do: for ours is an unfinished world, 

and we are unfinished people. 
Even at our best we are not all that Christ intends for us to be 

…but every little bit of change helps.

Every act of kindness brings heaven closer to earth.

Hellen Keller once said, 
"The world is moved along not only by the mighty shove of its heroes, but also by the aggregate of the tiny pushes of each honest worker." That's who we are and that's what we are called to do.” 

Writer Peter Marshall tells it this way

--in the story “Keeper of the Spring.” 


An old gentleman had been hired many years earlier by a village up in the Austrian Alps to clear away the debris from the pools of water up in the mountain crevices that fed the lovely spring flowing through their town. With faithful, silent regularity, he patrolled the hills, removed the leaves and branches, and wiped away the silt that would otherwise have choked and contaminated the fresh flow of water. The village soon became a popular attraction for vacationers. Graceful swans floated along the crystal clear spring, the mill wheels of various businesses located near the water turned day and night, farmlands were naturally irrigated, and the view from restaurants was picturesque beyond description. 

Years passed. One evening the town council met for its semiannual meeting. As they reviewed the budget, one man’s eye caught the salary figure being paid the obscure keeper of the spring. Said the keeper of the purse, “Who is the old man? Why do we keep him on year after year? No one ever sees him. For all we know, the strange ranger of the hills is doing us no good. He isn’t necessary any longer.” By a unanimous vote, they dispensed with the old man’s services. 

For several weeks, nothing changed. By early autumn, the trees began to shed their leaves. Small branches snapped off and fell into the pools, hindering the rushing flow of sparkling water. One afternoon someone noticed a slight yellowish-brown tint in the spring. A few days later, the water was much darker. Within another week, a slimy film covered sections of the water along the banks, and a foul odor was soon detected. The mill wheels moved more slowly, some finally ground to a halt. Swans left, as did the tourists. Clammy fingers of disease and sickness reached deeply into the village. 

Quickly, the council called a special meeting and rehired the old keeper of the spring, and within a few weeks, the veritable river of life began to clear up. The wheels started to turn, and new life returned to the hamlet in the Alps. 

May we never become discouraged with the seeming smallness of our task, job, or our life. 
As a wise person once said: 
“I am only one, but still I am one. I cannot do everything, but still I can do something; and because I cannot do everything, I will not refuse to do something I can do.” 
You and I are the keepers of the spring. 

This morning, I charge us all to live our lives as best we can

             --as persons who are “in this world” but not “of it” 
                      --until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
                                      which God will bring about in his own time 
Glory be to God, the blessed and only Ruler, 
                the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Amen. 

