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Sermon: “Do You Want to Be Made Well?”
Scripture: John 5: 1-18

After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. In these lay many invalids — blind, lame, and paralyzed.   One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, "Do you want to be made well?" The sick man answered him, "Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me." Jesus said to him, "Stand up, take your mat and walk." At once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk.

Now that day was a Sabbath.  So the Jews said to the man who had been cured, "It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry your mat." But he answered them, "The man who made me well said to me, 'Take up your mat and walk.' "  They asked him, "Who is the man who said to you, 'Take it up and walk'?" Now the man who had been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had disappeared in the crowd that was there. Later Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, "See, you have been made well! Do not sin any more, so that nothing worse happens to you."  The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. Therefore the Jews started persecuting Jesus, because he was doing such things on the Sabbath. But Jesus answered them, "My Father is still working, and I also am working."  For this reason the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because he was not only breaking the Sabbath, but was also calling God his own Father, thereby making himself equal to God. 

A certain pastor was full of energy and enthusiasm for the Lord. One day he went to the hospital to visit one of his parishioners who was critically ill. The pastor entered the room and saw the man lying in bed with a bunch of tubes and wires attached to his body. Without delay the pastor approached the bedside and began to give words of encouragement, hoping to lift his spirits. Soon the man started to wave his arms. This encouraged the pastor, and he began to talk more and more enthusiastically. After saying a rather lengthy prayer, the pastor opened his eyes just in time to see the man reach for a pad of paper and a pencil. Quickly he wrote something and handed it to the pastor--who looked at the pad and read these words: "You are standing on my oxygen tube." 

Well, we pastors do what we can to help! And sometimes, our attempts—as earnest as they are, do back-fire on us! This seems to be what happened to Jesus when he tried to help that man who had been ill for 38 years. Now the religious authorities wanted to kill Jesus. And it all began when Jesus asked the question, “Do you want to be made well?” Let’s take a closer look… 
The man in today’s Scripture lesson had given up hope, it seems. 
We don't know exactly what was wrong with him
 --all we know is that he could not walk

and that he had had this infirmity for thirty eight years. 
So there he lay, day after day --on his pallet, beside the pool of healing water.

It wasn’t just an ordinary pool, though. It was a special pool…
…because from time to time, the waters began to stir mysteriously, 

and when this happened, the water had healing powers. 
If we had read from the King James Version of the Bible today,

we would have heard a verse that is missing from the more recent versions:



verse 4, which reads:

 …an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of whatever disease he had.  

The verse was omitted years ago when Bible translators discovered that the verse 
was not in the original text.

 Nevertheless, the people of that day believed that angels 
were responsible for their healing for these were the ones who stirred the waters.

So, the people sat, and they waited…not knowing when it would happen next.

But when that moment finally arrived, 
they had to move quickly--else they would miss their chance…again. 

This is the way it was for the man in today’s story. 
He could never move fast enough, and someone always got in before him, 

He had lain there for such a long time, that his days of hoping were over.
His response to Jesus’ question reveals this: he couldn’t even answer “yes” 



when Jesus asked him the question: “Do you want to be made well?”

I need someone to put me into the water,” is all he had to say…
Finally, someone had shown up to help him--though he had no idea who this man was 

--this one who now stood before him, with a question on his lips.

“Perhaps this man will put me in the water the next time the angels come to stir it,”


he thought.

But as the man in need would soon discover, this man himself would make him well

--no need after all to be placed into healing waters




….for this was Jesus of Nazareth, God’s very own Son,
who had come to make him well.
Sure, the reason he had come to Jerusalem was to celebrate the festival of the Jews,

but true to his nature, Jesus stopped along the way




--at the place where he was needed the most

--the pools of Bethzatha

--where the sick of the town were gathered.

 This shouldn’t surprise us..for after all, these were the very ones Jesus came to earth to save,
as we learn from the Gospel of Mark chapter 2, verse 17,

when Jesus said, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I have come to call not the righteous but sinners."  

It stands to reason, then, that Jesus would have headed straight for the pools of Beth-zatha…
…for this is where the needful ones were
--people who knew they couldn’t do it by themselves


…like the lame man in today’s story.

Now, the scripture doesn’t tell us a whole lot about this man in particular:

Just that he had been ill for 38 years.

But we do know one thing: That he wasn’t willing to take the blame 

for breaking a Law on the Sabbath
--which evidently included carrying one’s mat. 

As we remember, the Jewish authorities of Jesus’ day interpreted the Law very strictly.

They had taken the words that God spoke to Moses and carried them to the extreme:
 “You shall keep the Sabbath , therefore, for it is holy to you. Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to death; for whoever does any work on it, that person shall be cut off from among his people.” 

And this is where problem came in—with the definition of the word “work.”
And, obviously, Jesus’ definition of “work” was far different from that of the Temple authorities.

--a difference that kept him “in trouble” with them





along with the fact that he claimed equality with God.

Each of these offenses was punishable—to the point of death.

It is no wonder that this man did what most people would have done: 

pass the blame on to someone else.

Any feelings of gratitude that he may have had vanished in the air when fear took over.

The man blamed it all on Jesus—who had told him to pick up his mat.

What an ungrateful clod! (you and I might be tempted to say)

But this is where we ourselves get convicted of our sin...…for, as the old saying goes,



“Before we criticize someone we should first “walk a mile” in their shoes.”
Chances are, we would have done the same.

So, the story is actually not so much about the man who got Jesus in trouble


as it is about being made well, --which is something only Jesus Christ can do for us. 

As it was for the man in today’s story, our part is to desire to be made well and to obey.
Did you happen to notice that this time, Jesus didn’t even say 

 “Your faith has made you well.” ?

In fact, he didn’t say anything --at least not right away.
This happened later, while he was in the Temple, when Jesus approached the man
and said to him, "See, you have been made well!”

--not… your faith has made you well






--but rather….you have been made well.
Now…everything would have been fine and dandy—had the story ended here.

But it didn’t end here.
 

Jesus went on to give the man a word of instruction, saying, 

“Do not sin any more, so that nothing worse happens to you."  
[pause]

“Do not sin any more, so that nothing worse happens to you."  
Now…. what are we supposed to do with this?

Was Jesus implying that the man had become lame because of sin?

Well, as much as we would like to believe otherwise,

I believe that scripture teaches us that this is the case--in this man’s situation.

Jesus’ words appear to be a warning 
to this man whose body had been healed 

but who was not yet completely whole.

We discover this when we return to the original questionand consider the word “well” in Greek.  

According to the original Greek text, what Jesus was asking was this: 
“Do you want to be made whole?”

 The word that is used here is “hugies”  which means: “well through and through."

Clearly, it was Jesus’ desire that the man’s healing extend to every part of his being

--body, mind, and spirit. 

When viewed in this light, today’s scripture can be one of the most encouraging messages

in the entire Bible…for it teaches us that faith may not always be a prerequisite for healing.

It’s up to Jesus—not us. 
We can have all the faith in the world, but unless Jesus chooses to make us well,



it will not happen.

And actually, this can be a huge relief to us!

When we stop to think about it, how many times have we felt guilty

--telling ourselves --or by being told by someone else





--that healing did not take place

 because we did not have enough faith?

Sometimes, all that Jesus requires of us is that we surrender

--and allow ourselves to be helped by him.
There is a famous legend in Buddhist folklore which shows the tendency we human beings have--to complicate situations--when all that is necessary is to allow ourselves be helped.

In the story, a man has been shot with a poison arrow. Before the man would allow the arrow to be withdrawn, he insisted upon knowing who shot him, what kind of poison was in the arrow, who was going to administer the cure, and what the follow-up medication would be. Needless to say, he died before his questions were answered…better to trust the one who wants to help us and surrender to his care.
And so, the question now comes down to us; At this very moment,
Jesus asks each of us, individually: “Do you want to be made well?”

And, if we allow ourselves to look very closely, we can see ourselves weak, crippled and lame.

We are lying at the pool of Beth-zatha, waiting to be healed.
Some of us are ill, spiritually. Many of us have physical ailments. 

The truth, whether we want to admit it or not, is this: 

We are all in need of help—we all need healing

--so that we can be completely well. 
“Sure. I want to be healed,” some of us may say,

“but it’s impossible, I've done everything I know to do.
 I want to get into the healing waters, but I can’t; 
I have no one to help me. I've given up. I have no more hope." 

If you are feeling this way this morning, then hooray! This is your day!
…for just as Jesus said to the Temple leaders of that day, 
he now says to us:

"My Father is working still, and I am working." 

There is a balm in Gilead. That balm is Jesus. 

He is our great physician who has come to restore health to our lives, to our community, 

to our nation and to the world. 
This is great news for those who want to be healed.
I have a brief presentation to share with you right now…

and then we will sing the beautiful hymn, 
There is a Balm of Gilead.

While we are singing, 

I will be right down there with a container of balm in my hand…
Perhaps there are some who are here today who are in need of healing.

Who knows? This may be the day that the waters get stirred for you.

