Easter Sunrise Service
“Easter People”

John 20:1-19

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him." 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away." 16 Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"  18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

Words of Welcome:

Welcome to this Easter Sunrise Service! The best part of an outdoor service like this

is that being out in nature, we get a feel for what it must have been like for the 
first disciples …who went to the garden tomb that first Easter morning.
So as the sun rises higher in this morning sky, we, the modern-day disciples,



have this special opportunity to celebrate that most awesome moment in history
--the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Let us now enter into our time of worship.
We will begin with the greeting that you will find inside your worship.

Your part is in bold font…

Introduction:

When we hear the word “Easter,” we automatically think of this one day in particular


--the Sunday that has been set apart to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

But for we who claim to be followers of Christ, Easter is not just a day.


Easter is everyday. It is a way of living life. And that makes us Easter People!
We are Easter people because everything we experience in life --the joys and the sorrows


is lived in the light of the resurrection.

And so, it is my hope today to lead us all into a deeper and fuller understanding


of what it means to be an “Easter person.”

Who knows? We might even consider adopting the name “Easter People” for ourselves,

which could give us a not only a fresh new start


--but maybe even a whole new identity, too!

So, let’s take a closer look now at what it means to be “Easter People.”

Sermon:

Writer John tells us that the first Easter Person was Mary Magdalene. 

It was she who went to Jesus’ tomb first on the first Easter morning. 

And that is when it was first discovered that Jesus had risen from the dead. 

The stone that had been rolled in front of the tomb’s opening had somehow been rolled back
and Jesus’ body was no longer in there.

From this point on, things began to happen fast.

Mary Magdalene ran and told Simon Peter and the other disciple about it 
and then they all set off running --to the garden tomb. 
When Peter and the other disciple looked in and saw the linen wrappings lying there,

they believed……which gives us our first defining characteristic of Easter people:

Easter people are those who actually believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

After all, this is the cornerstone of our faith. 

As Evangelist Billy Graham once declared, “If I were an enemy of Christianity, 

I would aim right at the Resurrection--because that’s the heart of Christianity.” 

St. Paul felt the same way. 

He said, “If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain, 
and your faith is in vain.” 

So Easter people truly believe what others believe is impossible.
It is our faith that enables us to believe that all things are possible with God.

Now, as we all know, there are some persons who call themselves Christians 

who say that they believe in the resurrection of Jesus, 

but when it comes right down to it, you’d never know it

because their lives just don’t show it.

Easter people, on the other hand, 
are people whose lives show that they truly believe.

So what does it actually look like?—living this way.
There is a story that illustrates this perfectly. It is the story of a little girl who truly believed 

that all things are possible with God.

It happened in a small Midwestern town whose citizens depended on farming for their livelihood. The problem was—the land was experiencing a severe drought. It had not rained in months, and the crops were in great danger. A certain pastor decided to call a prayer meeting.

To his surprise, the whole town showed up. The sanctuary was packed with people --all milling around visiting with one another--sharing their situation with one another--about how bad things were. Finally, the pastor was able to get their attention, and while he was waiting for everyone 

to take their seats, he noticed something. There on the front pew sat a little girl. She had an umbrella in her lap. Everyone else had come to pray for rain --but she had come prepared  

to get it.

 Easter people are like this: They live their lives in ways that show that they truly believe 

that God is alive and active in the world. 

Your being here today is an example of this.

Easter people are those who not only believe in the resurrection but long to experience it as well.

What else might be said about Easter people?

Our scripture gives us some insight on this:
When Peter and the other disciple left the tomb to return to their homes,

Mary stayed.

She stood outside the tomb, weeping, which tells us that her heart was broken. 
It also tells us that she knew that this was not the end--that there was more to come
--she sensed that something else was about to happen.

This is the way Easter people are: For them, there is always hope.

It isn’t over until Jesus Christ comes.

And as Paul wrote in his letter to the church at Rome, hope does not disappoint, 

because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts 

by the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

And this leads into another quality of Easter People that I would like to share with you 
this morning: Easter people love deeply and passionately.

In fact, they are so extravagant in their love that they oftentimes love in ways that are bold.

They would rather love too much than too little. 

We see this in the way Mary Magdalene related with Jesus

…how when Jesus spoke to her that morning outside the empty tomb,

she embraced him a bit too tightly.

We know this to be true because of what Jesus said to her, 
"Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father.” 
The time was just not right for this.


There was something pressing that Jesus needed to do.

We know that it wasn’t the case that Jesus didn’t want her to touch him ever


--because this is the same woman he had allowed to anoint his feet with oil.

This is one thing we can definitely say about Easter people 

--they love passionately and extravagantly.

There is a story that portrays this beautifully.

It was first told by Englishman William Gladstone in announcing the death of Princess Alice 
to the House of Commons. 
“The little daughter of the Princess was seriously ill with diphtheria. The doctors told the Princess not to kiss her little daughter for it would endanger her own life to breathe the child's breath. But once, when the child was struggling to breathe, the mother took the little one into her arms. Rasping and struggling for her life, the child cried, "Momma, kiss me!" And without thinking of herself, the mother tenderly kissed her daughter. Within a few days, she had diphtheria too, and shortly thereafter, she went to be forever with the Lord. Real love forgets self. Real love knows no danger. As the Bible says, "Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it." 

And this leads us to another characteristic of Easter People:

They don’t keep their faith, hope and love to themselves. They couldn’t do so if they tried.

We see this in the way Mary Magdalene responded to Jesus’ instructions:

“Go to my brothers,” he said to her, “and say to them, 

'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, 

to my God and your God.'"  

Mary Magdalene did what Jesus asked her to do: She went and announced to the disciples, 
"I have seen the Lord"; and she told them 
all that he had instructed her to say to them. 

This is the way it is with Easter people. They can’t keep the good news to themselves.

There is another story about a violinist that illustrates this beautifully.

It is about Fritz Kreisler, world-famous violinist, who earned a fortune with his concerts and compositions, but was so generous that he always gave it away. One day, he discovered an exquisite violin on one of his trips, but he wasn’t able to buy it. Later, when he saved enough money to meet the asking price, he returned to the seller, hoping to purchase that beautiful instrument. But to his great dismay it had been sold to a collector. Right away, Kreisler made his way to the new owner’s home and offered to buy the violin but the collector said it had become his prized possession and he would not sell it. Keenly disappointed, Kreisler was just about to leave when he had an idea. “Could I play the instrument once more before it is consigned to silence?” Permission was granted, and the room was filled with such heart-moving music that the collector’s emotions were deeply stirred. “I have no right to keep that to myself,” he exclaimed. “It’s yours, Mr. Kreisler. Take it into the world, and let people hear it.”

This is how it is with Easter People.

They take the good news of Jesus into the world, and they let people hear it.

Sometimes they use words, and sometimes they don’t have to...

…because they, themselves, are living examples of the resurrection



--people of faith, hope and love.

With God’s help, we can be Easter People, too



--not just today, but everyday of our lives 

for Christ is risen.

Christ is risen, indeed! 
