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Sermon “Face to Face”
Scripture Readings

James 1:19-25

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not produce God's righteousness.  Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 

But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act — they will be blessed in their doing. 

1 John 2:23-25; 28

No one who denies the Son has the Father; everyone who confesses the Son has the Father also. Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you will abide in the Son and in the Father. And this is what he has promised us, eternal life. And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he is revealed we may have confidence and not be put to shame before him at his coming. 

1 Corinthians 13:12-13

For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.  

Introduction
*Talk about what a blessing it is to be a part of the church family.

*Share about the three children in my “biological family:”

Children have much to teach us much about life.

*Share about child wanting to holding “big arm” and to have his father’s face toward him. 

In a sense, we are all children —longing to have a big arm to hold onto 

and a face that is always turned toward us.

This morning’s Scripture readings have much to teach us about what it takes and what it takes 
to be in real relationship with our heavenly Parent.
Each of the readings was written by a different writer,

and all of these, each in his own way,

is urging us to take a closer, more honest look at ourselves in this present day 

so that when the day of the Lord’s coming arrives,

we will be able to stand before our Lord with confidence,




and not be put to shame.
For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then we see God face to face. 
Let’s take that closer look…

Writer James speaks first today,
 placing before us the metaphor of a mirror
--challenging us to come face to face 
with ourselves.
The instructions he gives are very clear: 

I especially like the way Gene Peterson says it 

in his contemporary version of the Bible, The Message:
Don’t fool yourself into thinking that you are a listener when you are any but, 

letting the word go in one ear and out the other. Act on what you hear!

Those who hear and don’t act are like those who glance in the mirror,

 walk away, and two minutes later have no idea who they are,  what they look like.

And then, still using the mirror metaphor,

writer James goes on to show the way we are to be, saying:

  
But whoever catches a glimpse of the revealed counsel of God

—the free life
—even out of the corner of his eye, and sticks with it, 

is no distracted scatterbrain 

but a man or woman of action [The Message].

These persons will be blessed in their doing [NRSV].

So here we have it 


--being in real relationship with God 

requires perseverance on our part! 

We must first come face to face with ourselves, take an honest look at what we see,



and make whatever changes are necessary in order to be blessed by God.



Moving on to our second reading of the morning,

we hear words of wisdom from writer John--given to help us be prepared 

to come face to face with our Creator God.

Again from The Message, we are reminded of what it takes to receive eternal life.

When you affirm the Son you have the embrace of the Father as well.

Live deeply in what you have been taught.

Live deeply in Christ.
And why are we to live deeply?

…so that when he is revealed we may have confidence 

and not be put to shame before him at his coming.

In our own contemporary language, the message is this:

Then we will be ready for Christ when he appears, 




ready to receive him with open arms,





with no cause for red-faced guilt or lame excuses when he comes.  

For the day will surely come when we see God face to face.
And this moves us into our third and final Scripture reading for the morning, 

which comes to us from writer Paul. 

He ties it all together for us, explaining that now we see in a mirror, dimly, we don’t yet see things clearly, 

but when the day of completion comes we will see clearly--as God sees us.

For now we know only in part but then we will know fully, even as we have been fully known.

There is a story that illustrates this most beautifully:
When William Montague Dyke was ten years old, he was blinded in an accident. Despite his disability, William graduated from a university in England with high honors. While he was in school, he fell in love with the daughter of a high-ranking British naval officer, and they became engaged.

Not long before the wedding, William had eye surgery in the hope that the operation would restore his sight. If it failed, he would remain blind for the rest of his life. William insisted on keeping the bandages on his face until his wedding day. If the surgery was successful, he wanted the first person he saw to be his new bride.

The wedding day arrived. The many guests—including royalty, cabinet members, and distinguished men and women of society—assembled together to witness the exchange of vows. William's father, Sir William Hart Dyke, and the doctor who performed the surgery stood next to the groom, whose eyes were still covered with bandages. The organ trumpeted the wedding march, and the bride slowly walked down the aisle to the front of the church. 

As soon as she arrived at the altar, the surgeon took a pair of scissors out of his pocket and cut the bandages from William's eyes. Tension filled the room. The congregation of witnesses held their breath as they waited to find out if William could see the woman standing before him. As he stood face-to-face with his bride-to-be, William’s words echoed throughout the cathedral, "You are more beautiful than I ever imagined!"

One day the bandages that cover our eyes will be removed. 

When we stand face-to-face with our Lord and see His face for the very first time, 

His glory will be far more splendid than anything we have ever imagined in this life. 

In the Bible, it is writer John paints a picture of that glorious day to us. 
He shares with us the vision he has received as a revelation from God:
He showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 

They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light.

 And they shall reign forever and ever. 

Already, our face is becoming the face of Christ.

As we look forward to the day when every tear is wiped away from our eyes,

we are already becoming mirrors that reflect the glory of the Lord--even today. 

For the Spirit of the Lord works within us, and as it does, we become more and more like him. 

With unveiled faces, we are beginning to see the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror. 

We are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; 

and this comes from the Lord, the Spirit. 

When Christ is fully revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 

As the writers of the Bible have taught us, the place to begin being transformed into the image of Christ

is to cleanse our hands and purify our hearts

--to humble ourselves before the Lord, and God will exalt us. 

Let us draw near to God, and God will draw near to us.

[Unison Prayer of Confession]

The Priestly Benediction 

The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 

the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

