Sermon: “Go Into the World” 

Scripture: Matthew 28:16-20
“Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age." 
Introduction: I am proud of these Scouts for wanting to earn the God and Country Award. There are many projects that they can choose from, and yet, they chose this one. 

On the first night of class, we went around the table as each of the students shared why they had chosen to take the class. Answers ranged from “because I want to learn more about God” to “I don’t know.” 

But even those who didn’t know why they had chosen it did so for a reason—and that is a good thing—because it shows that the Holy Spirit is moving in their life—drawing them to God. This is taking the first step on a journey of faith that will last a lifetime.

Everyone here today is already on that journey. Gathering together for worship is what keeps us on the path and gives us directions to move forward. We do not know what lies ahead, but one thing we do know for sure: As long as we continue in relationship with other Christians, we will not have to walk the journey alone. This is why we go to church—so we will have companions along the way.
So, on this day that we have named “God and Country Sunday,” we will worship God together as family. It does not matter what your church background is. We are one in the Spirit—because Jesus has called us all to do the same thing. This morning’s Scripture teaches us what that assignment is. Let’s take a closer look…

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teaching them to obey everything 
that I have commanded you. 
And remember, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age." 

This Bible passage is known by Christians all over the world as

“The Great Commission.”

We call it “great” because it is a huge assignment,


and we call it a “commission” 

because it is something that requires commitment on our part.

It is the mission statement of every Christian denomination.

We may word it in different ways but the mission is the same for all of us.

The United Methodist Church, as a whole, states it in this way:


“The mission of The United Methodist Church is to make disciples 

for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”

We who worship here at West Covina United Methodist Church 
have included a phrase 

that we consider very important,



…which is 
“becoming community in the process”

…because we believe that
as we work together to make this world a better place,



we are also growing in our relationship 
with one another.

We have fellowship groups 

and committees 

and we work together on teams


--so that we can build one another up

and encourage one another 

along life’s journey.

Scouting is one of these teams.

Scouting is a valuable part of the church’s mission
                   because Church and Scouting go hand in hand,



          ….which the Scout Oath states so clearly:

(All of you who know the Oath by memory can say it with me:)
On my honor, I will do my best 
To do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout Law; 
To help other people at all times; 
To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake and morally straight. 

“To do my duty to God and my country..”
That’s what it’s all about!
It wouldn’t be a bad idea at all for the whole church to adopt this oath



…because it contains all the promises we need to make

in carrying out “The Great Commission.”

There are 3 of them.

Let’s take a quick look at each of these: 

The first promise is to do one’s duty to God and Country:

When we do our best to be a good family member 

and a good American citizen,




we are fulfilling our duty both to God 

and to our country.

The Bible gives us laws to live by

and our government gives us laws to live by.

All of these are intended for our good.

The second promise is to do one’s duty to other people:


This is how we make disciples for Jesus—in relationship with others.


There are so many people in this world that need help. 




It is our duty to do what we can.

The prayer of St. Francis says this so very well,

 showing us that we can make a difference in this world.
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace;
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
when there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;
to be understood, as to understand,
to be loved as to love;
for it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying [to ourselves] that we are born to eternal life.
This is what it is all about

—being instruments of God’s peace 

in this “not so peaceful” world.
The task of transforming the world is daunting indeed.


But we can begin do our part—by helping one person at a time. 
There is a story that illustrates this beautifully--one that I believe is worth re-telling.



It’s from the book The Star Thrower by Loren Eiseley.

Once upon a time, there was a wise man who used to go to the ocean to do his writing. He had a habit of walking on the beach before he began his work.

One day, as he was walking along the shore, he looked down the beach and saw a human figure moving like a dancer. He smiled to himself at the thought of someone who would dance to the day, and so, he walked faster to catch up.

As he got closer, he noticed that the figure was that of a young man, and that what he was doing was not dancing at all. The young man was reaching down to the shore, picking up small objects, and throwing them into the ocean.

He came closer still and called out "Good morning! May I ask what it is that you are doing?"

The young man paused, looked up, and replied "Throwing starfish into the ocean."

"I must ask, then, why are you throwing starfish into the ocean?" asked the somewhat startled wise man.

To this, the young man replied, "The sun is up and the tide is going out. If I don't throw them in, they'll die."

Upon hearing this, the wise man commented, "But, young man, do you not realize that there are miles and miles of beach and there are starfish all along every mile? You can't possibly make a difference!"

At this, the young man bent down, picked up yet another starfish, and threw it into the ocean. As it met the water, he said, "It made a difference for that one."

Helping one person at a time does make a difference.
What a better world this would be 

if every person in it would abide by the Scout Slogan to:

“Do a good turn daily.” 

The third part of the Scout promise is to do one’s duty to self:
It has nothing to do with being selfish. 
It is about taking good care of ourselves.


After all, we can be of no good to anyone else


unless we take care of ourselves.

This means taking care of our physical bodies by eating the right food,

 getting enough sleep, 

and staying active.

It means taking care of our minds by staying mentally awake.

And we do this by learning all we can 

about everything God has given us. 
It means being morally straight--living life with honesty, 
being clean in our speech and actions, 
and trying our best to be persons of good, strong character.

According to the Scout Law, godly persons and good Scouts are:

· Trustworthy, 

· Loyal, 

· Helpful, 

· Friendly, 

· Courteous, 

· Kind, 

· Obedient, 

· Cheerful, 

· Thrifty, 

· Brave, 

· Clean, 

· and Reverent. 

The Bible says the same. 

We can find every one of these by searching the scriptures.

Teresa of Avila has given us some valuable words of truth as well:
This ancient mystic once said, that… 

Christ has no body now on earth but ours,
     no hands but ours, no feet but ours,
Ours are the eyes through which 
     Christ's compassion looks out to the world
Ours are the feet with which he goes about
     doing good;
Ours are the hands with which he is to bless men and women now.
Words like these show us a better way to live

--a way that gives more than it takes, 
that loves more than it is loved, 
and that experiences Christ in such a way 
that it cannot help but manifest itself  

in ways that give us 
a glimpse of Christ 
…who is looking at us.  
And this is the way we are called to live.  
It is my prayer that 

each of us will commit our lives to carrying out the Great Commission

--a mission that is worth far more than anything else 

we can do on this earth.
Thanks be to God that we have one another


--and that Jesus is with us always, to the end of the age. Amen. 

Let us join now in the singing of the hymn 

that has been provided for us in the bulletin insert:


“Walk with Me.”

