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Sermon “Grace and Truth”

Scripture Readings 

John 8:1-11

Then each of them went home, while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him and he sat down and began to teach them. The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery; and making her stand before all of them, they said to him, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" They said this to test him, so that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her."  And once again he bent down and wrote on the ground. When they heard it, they went away, one by one, beginning with the elders; and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. Jesus straightened up and said to her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" She said, "No one, sir." And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now on do not sin again."   

John 1:14, 16-17

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
1 John 1:5-10

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
Introduction
As children, we all grew up hearing fairy tales—we loved them—scary parts and all! Take Hansel and Gretel, for instance, the brother and sister who went walking in the forest and got kidnapped by an evil witch who put in a cage to fatten them up to be cooked in a pot of stew and eaten. Cinderella was the story of an orphan girl who was treated badly by her stepmother and stepsisters—assigned the worst housekeeping jobs in the house—including cleaning out the fireplace. She was overworked, mocked, and worst of all--denied the chance to go to the King’s ball. 
Well, thankfully, every fairy tale had a good ending. Hansel and Gretel were saved by the woodcutter and able to return home, and Cinderella was visited by a fairy godmother who made it possible to go to the ball and meet the prince of her dreams. 
I have a fairy tale to share with you this morning. It was written by an author named Dr. Henry Cloud, and it goes like this:

 Once upon a time of a group of outer space creatures who lived on another planet—way out there somewhere. They were a highly advance society and had everything their hearts desired. They had the technology to solve every problem, heal every disease, and more leisure time than they knew what to do with. Something was missing in their lives. This was one problem technology couldn’t resolve. 
So, a committee was formed to look into the matter. The members brainstormed all kinds of activities that might help fill their time and keep them from getting bored. They discussed the possibility of coming up with some new kind of sport—or building a new amusement part. It all seemed like more of the same. They needed something deeper—perhaps a god like the one the earth dwellers had. One of the creatures, named Beezy, came up with the winning idea: “I’ll go to planet Earth and be invisible and visit the churches there to see what kind of god they have. 

So this is what he did. But there was one big problem—there was no way for him to actually see the god that the people were worshiping. The only thing he could do was to observe what was going on in the church services and in the daily lives of the earth dwellers.

The day came for Beezy to return to his home--in outer space. As soon as he arrived, he called the committee together, eager to share his findings. “Fellow aliens,” he began, I have some surprising news! I have discovered that the earth dwellers have not one god but two! A gasp of astonishment swept across the room. 

One of the two gods is a very likeable god named Grace. She is very lenient with the people, telling them things like, “You don’t have to do anything at all to be forgiven. No matter what you do, I will forgive you.” The problem was, the people kept doing the same harmful things over and over again. They had no sense of direction in life—they wandered aimlessly and abused the system—so to speak.

The other god I learned about was name Truth. He was very strict and expected perfection from those who worshiped him. If they did not follow all of the rules perfectly, he had no mercy. The followers were very hard on one another. No one seemed to see their own faults—they were too busy focusing on what the others were doing wrong.

The committee was disappointed. They didn’t want either one of the earth dwellers gods.  “What we need is a god who is a combination of the two gods--a god who is both Grace and Truth.”

And so it was, the creatures began to search for that god. “So what happened next?’ you might ask. Well, we’ll come back to that in a few moments. But for now, we are going to set the fairy tale aside and take a look at the book we earth dwellers call the BIBLE:  Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth. Let’s take that closer look…

Grace and Truth
· For us, 

these are not two separate gods
—but instead, 

they are one
--for we worship 

the “One True God.”
The one who created all things

--in this world and beyond.

Our God is known by many names,

Yahweh,



The Lord Almighty,




the Alpha and Omega,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

These are some of the names that we call our God.

But if we want to know who God is,


we will have to search for him.

And this is the work of spiritual formation:

discovering who God is. 

“Easier said than done,” we might accurately state.
“How can we possibly know a God we cannot see?” 
Well, the starting place,


according to scripture, 


is desire



--we must want to know God. 
When the longing to know is in our hearts,

God will reveal Gods’ self to us

for he has promised: 

“I will be found by you, if you search for me with your whole heart.”

And so, for those who want to know God,



the search begins.

Just like it was for the creatures in our opening story,

we can best learn who God is



by observing  those who claim him as their own.

We who claim the One True God 
who is both grace and truth,
 

will exhibit those same qualities 

in the way we deal with sin in our lives

and the way we relate with others.
When we look closely at our first Scripture reading for today, John 8:1-11,
we see that this is the way Jesus treated the woman 

who had been labeled as adulterous


--he offered her both grace and truth.
He had gone to the temple at dawn



to teach the people.

And he had just sat down 

when the teachers of the law and the Pharisees 

brought a woman before him 
and made her stand before the group.

“Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery,” the said to him.

“In the Law, 
Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?”

It is obvious that they were trying to trap him:
The Romans didn’t allow Jews to carry out the death sentence, 

so if Jesus said “stone her,” 

he would be in violation of the law.

But if he said “don’t stone her,”

he would be guilty of misinterpreting the Temple law. 

Jesus, who was both wise as a serpent and innocent as a dove,

refused to fall into their trap.

Instead of speaking right away,

he bent down and wrote on the ground with his finger. 

The temple leaders continued to question him,


so he stood up and challenged them, saying:


      “If any of you is without sin, let him the first to throw a stone at her.”

Now, with a little imagination we can see what happened next:

The men began to slink away one by one.

Some Biblical scholars believe 

that what Jesus wrote in the sand was their names.

And if this were the case, it would indicate that, now,

 they had been “caught,” too.

Chances are… that this is why they all walked away

leaving Jesus alone with the woman.
When he saw that they were all gone, he asked the woman:


“Where are they? Has no one condemned you?

“No one, sir,” she answered.
“Then neither do I. God you way, and from now on do not sin again.”

In this one encounter, 
Jesus illustrated what it meant to be full of grace and truth
which is exactly what we all need in our own lives.

We need both forgiveness and guidance.

We need a way to be continually cleansed of our sin.

Pastor Ron Hutchcraft, in his daily devotional, entitled:


“A Word with You,” offers an analogy




that provides a an accurate example




of how grace and truth work together 
                                                        in the life of the Christian believer.

Back in the 1950’s, before Walt Disney built Disneyland, he visited theme parks to gather ideas. There was one amusement park, in particular, that he didn’t like very much. The place was a mess—litter all over the ground. dirty bathrooms—not at all a pleasant experience. He decided on that day that the park he would build would never be a mess. If you have ever been to Disneyland you know that this is exactly the way it is. The place is amazingly clean—especially considering the huge number of people who go there. I’ve been told that they have a certain strategy that keeps the park from getting trashed: They take care of messes right when they happen. As soon as a piece of trash hits the ground, a caretaker is there to sweep it up. As soon as something spills, a custodian is there to mop it up. The strategy is simple: They don’t allow messes to pile up.     

What a great analogy this provides for us on this first Sunday of Lent!

Walt Disney’s plan for keeping his park clean is the same plan that keeps a life clean of sin:

Don’t allow messes to pile up!

As we know, even one sin, not repented of, can lead to another


and then another, until before we know it, darkness has covered our soul.



Thankfully, God has provided a way for us to be washed clean--over and over again.

Just as Jesus gave forgiveness and acceptance 
to the woman who had been caught in adultery,



he offers us the same, saying:




“Your sin is forgiven.”

And just as he offered the woman truth by directing her to end her life of sin,


Jesus offers guidance to us, saying:

“Go and sin no more.”   

Either grace or truth by itself 

would have been incomplete.

But when given together, 
grace and truth can make us whole.
So what about those creatures in our opening story?

Did it have a happy ending?

Did they ever discover the God of both Grace and Truth?

Well, I believe that we can safely assume that this was so

….for the author of the story informs us 
that the creatures’ were no longer bored, 
and that they had discovered something deep and meaningful, 
which gave purpose and meaning to their lives.      

The story of the creatures from outer space 

in search of a god who was both Grace and Truth

is a kind of modern-day fairy tale.

But the story of our own lives is true.

And it isn’t over yet.

“If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.” Jesus says to us.

“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."  

This is very good news!

Let us now respond to the word of God
 
by joining our voices in a song of praise



to the one whose 
Grace is greater than all our sin,


(page  365 in hymnal.) 
