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Sermon: “Protecting Marriage and Family”

Scriptures:

Matthew 19:1-6; 13-15

When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 2 Large crowds followed him, and he cured them there. 

3 Some Pharisees came to him, and to test him they asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause?" 4 He answered, "Have you not read that the one who made them at the beginning 'made them male and female,'  5 and said, 'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'?  6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate."  

13Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them; 14 but Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs."  15 And he laid his hands on them and went on his way. 

Exodus 20:12-14

12 Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 

13 You shall not murder.   

14 You shall not commit adultery. 

Introduction: 

Reminder: We are currently undergoing a study of the Ten Commandments. So far we have studied the first 4 commandments, which have to do with our relationship with God. The next six have to do with our relationship with others. 

This morning we take a closer look at the first three of these, namely:

You shall honor your father and your mother.

You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.

With these in mind, I have some funnies to share with you:
Attending a wedding for the first time, a little girl whispered to her mother, "Why is the bride dressed in white?" 
"Because white is the color of happiness, and today is the happiest day of her life." 

The child thought about this for a moment, then said, "So why is the groom wearing black?"
We laugh, because we know that all too often marriage turns out to be “not so happy” 
--soon after the honeymoon is over. 

In response to this, someone has come up with The Ten Commandments of Marriage. 

Here they are. See what you think:
Commandment 1: Marriages are made in heaven. But, so are thunder and lightning.


2: If you want your wife to listen and pay strict attention to every word
you say, talk in your sleep.


3: Marriage is grand —- and divorce is at least 100 grand!


4: Married life is very frustrating.  In the first year of marriage, the
man speaks and the woman listens. In the second year, the woman speaks and the man listens. In the third year, they both speak and the neighbors listen.


5: When a man opens the door of his car for his wife, you can be sure of
one thing: Either the car is new or the wife is.


6: Marriage is when a man and woman become as one; The trouble starts when they try to decide which one.


7: Before marriage, a man will lie awake all night thinking about
something you say. After marriage, he will fall asleep before you finish.


8: Every man wants a wife who is beautiful, understanding, economical,
and a good cook. But the law allows only one wife.


9: Marriage and love are purely matters of chemistry. Perhaps that is why some wives treat their husband like toxic waste.


10: A man is incomplete until he is married. After that, he is finished.

So… these Ten Commandments of Marriage “tell it like it is” but offer no real help for the unhappy couple.

Fortunately, Christian psychologists have some serious, practical help to offer.
[Share Christian book information] 

So it looks like there is some real help out there for families who are struggling.
God gave us the commandments, and it is up to us to determine how to keep them.

Let’s take a closer look…

Our first commandments for today is 

“You shall honor your father and your mother.”

Now, no modern definition has ever been given 
for exactly what this means…
but in the original Hebrew language, 

the word “honor” is described by these words: 

"I weigh you down 
with respect and prestige. 

I place upon you 
great worth and value." 

In the giving of this fifth commandment,

God was commanding exactly this.
The command was vitally important 
to the people of Moses’ day



because they had been living as slaves in Egypt 
for some 400 years. 
Due to the disruptive nature of the system of slavery,

it had been nearly impossible 
for God’s people to keep their families together.

Children were considered the property of the slave owners,

and these had no interest whatsoever 

in keeping them with their parents. 
The same was true for husbands and wives.

--these too were often separated from one another

--and not even viewed as a couple. 

Basically, the family unit had lost its footing 


during this painful time of captivity.

And now that they had been set free,


it was time to rebuild 
the family of God.

And this is exactly what God intended to do

--build a “godly nation” of his people.
But first,  a social order would have to be established 

--one that would give all persons a sense of belonging,
By providing them with the boundaries needed

for forming and keeping healthy relationships.
Modern-day historian and sociologist John Ruskin shares an insight
about how very important this is for all people everywhere:
"The real history of the world,” Ruskin claims,

“is not the records of its great wars, 
but the history of its households.
Unless households are strongholds,

 
a nation can easily become divided 
and conquered.”

This is a universal truth:

Our economic and emotional survival is dependant 
on the proper relationships within families and among friends. 
And this is what the last six of the Ten Commandments were designed to do for us
--establish rules that enable peace within our families

and peace in our world…when followed.
It all begins with the honoring of parents, 
--both by young children,

And those of us who are grown.

So, even though the English language 

gives us no standard definition 
of what it means to give honor to a person,






we do recognize it when we see it.

This morning, I would like to share with you, briefly, four ways 

(that I know of) that we can best honor our parents. 

The first way is to show them our GRATITUDE. 

          After all, whether we knew them or not,

it was they who gave us the gift of life. 

In some way each of us got cared for and loved 
--else we would not be here now. 

And even if it means making a trip to the cemetery,


and standing before the grave of our parents,

it is important that we express our gratitude to them 
--for bringing us into this life.

This is just one of the ways we can show honor to our parents
—by showing gratitude. 
A SECOND way we HONOR PARENTS is by treating them with RESPECT.


For those of us whose parents are still alive,

this includes being courteous. 
It may be something as simple as saying "yes sir" and "no ma’am." 
[talk about how we treat one another in our families as compared to those outside the family]

Most of all, 


honoring our parents requires that we have a sincerely, reverent attitude. 

A THIRD way we honor our parents is by giving them our support

--both financial and emotional

--by helping them is whatever way is needed.


This is especially difficult in today’s world, 

as so many are living on tight budgets. 
But the time comes in all of our lives 

when we must face some tough decisions 
---like whether to place our parents in nursing homes, 
hire someone to stay with them,

or take them into our own home. 
What ever we decide, 

the important thing  
is that our decisions be motivated by love. 
And this leads us to the FOURTH way we honor OUR PARENTS
--for those of us whose parents are still with us,

by giving them our ATTENTION. 


Attention giving consists of companionship and listening
And most of all, it means giving them our time, 
something that always seems to be in short supply now-a-days. 


A modern mother's lament may sound something like this: 
"My son doesn't call; he doesn't write; he doesn't even text me!" 


Lloyd Ogilvie, Chaplain of the U.S. Senate, tells of a 73-year-old woman 
who participated in a retreat that he led. 
Throughout the week-end, many hugs were shared between participants.

During the closing gathering, 

the woman said something that brought tears to Pastor Ogilvie’s eyes. 
"This is the first time I've been hugged 
since my husband died two years ago." 
The saddest part of the story was this

…she had two grown children who could have been giving her those hugs.  

One of the best ways we can honor our parents


is to give them our attention--including hugs.

“So, what if some of us had parents who were not worthy of honor?” some might ask.

Well, while it is true that many parents are not worthy,
the following is also true:

Whatever our parents were like, 

they were the instruments 
that brought us into this world. 

They should be honored, at least, for this.

The fifth commandment requires that we honor our parents


--no ifs, ands, or buts

and these are some of the ways we do so:

by showing them our GRATITUDE 

by treating them with RESPECT

by giving them our SUPPORT

by giving them our ATTENTION.

Now, do you remember what commandment comes next?

That’s right… Commandment # 6: 

“You shall not murder” (some versions use the word ‘kill.’)
And do you remember which on comes after this one?

That’s right…(Commandment #7: "You shall not commit adultery.")


Now, if you think like I do, it seems a bit strange that God would put the commandment 

to “not murder” right in the middle of these two



--that have to do with family life. 

It seems to me that he would have put in on down the line


--with you shall not steal, 

you shall not bear false witness against your neighbor, 

and you shall not covet.
But God didn’t.


He put the command “You shall not murder” (or kill) right here—

between “you shall honor your father and your mother”





and “you shall not commit adultery.”

I have given this quite a bit of thought this past week

--trying to figure out why God would do this.

And what I have come up with is this:

Like the commandments before it and after it,

it has to do with what is best for families. 
We see this in our gospel passage that Bessie has read to us this morning.

[expound on how it was about protecting marriage and children ]
In the beginning, God created man and woman in his own image.


Then He told them to be fruitful and multiply.

Shortly thereafter, the first family with children came into being.

As we remember from the Bible story,

the man and woman were called Adam and Eve,



--and their children Cain and Abel.

As we also remember, the first occurrence of murder (in the Bible) 
took place when Cain killed his brother Abel. 
The word that is used in the text is a unique Hebrew term.

Translators say that though there is no exact match for it in the English language



--that the closest we come to it is the word “manslaughter.”

 And this gives us a fairly good idea of what the word means. 

When we consider manslaughter in light of the family unit,



we can clearly see what murder does--it destroys families.

When we stop to really think about it,

we can imagine what the murder of Abel must have done to that first family,



how it must have grieved those first parents.
The family was destroyed by the loss of Abel and again by the exile of Cain,
It “kind of” makes sense that God put this command in between the other two 

that have to do with the family.
So… let’s consider that seventh commandment now:

"You will not commit adultery.”

 
I am sure that most preachers would rather just skip this Commandment 
and go on to the next one.

The subject is a difficult one to deal with in frank and direct ways. 
Even so, the Commandment speaks to every one of us in some way. 
We are created to be sexual beings, in whom sexual desire is a natural part of life. 
How we channel and express those desires 
is crucially important to our families 

to our church, and to our whole society. 
…because depending on how it is channeled,

sexual desire can lead to some of the most beautiful and meaningful 
experiences a person can have, 
or…it can destroy families, the church, 
and the sanctity of marriage.


When God said "You will not commit adultery" 
he did so for the good of the whole family

--those we have been given to love and care for and protect.


Even so, this seems to be the one commandment 
that many people are choosing to ignore.

If we were to put the Ten Commandments to a vote 
in terms of popularity, this commandment would be voted the least popular of all.

Today's culture says, "If it feels good, we are going to do it. 
Keep your nose out of our private lives.  
What we do behind closed doors is nobody else’s business."  

But the reality is….adultery hurts.

It hurts our loved ones.




It hurts families.

But unfortunately,

it’s hard to go back when habits and patterns are set.

The sexual revolution that began in the 60s is still in full swing.  
But instead of freeing us, 
as those who started it claimed it would,
the revolution has enslaved us. 
It has wrecked more homes, 
killed more marriages, 
destroyed more careers, 
and broken more hearts, 

than any other revolution 
in the history of our nation.

How very tragic this is

…because from the very beginning of time, 

God ordained the marriage relationship to be sacred.  
And to those who have chosen the Bible 

as their guide for living life on this earth,



this commandment




still holds a place of importance
…as all of the commandments do.

Thousands of years ago, 

God made his commands clear,
and they have not changed.
They are as much for us as they were for the people of long ago.

But the people of that day could not keep them

we could argue—and this is correct.

So the question arises:

What happens if we fail to keep them, too?
[pause]

Well, thankfully,

we have Jesus,

and his grace.

We can start over again and again, if necessary.


This is what forgiveness is all about—new beginnings.
Thankfully,


God’s mercy never ends.

It is new every morning.

Moment by moment,

God offers us his grace

—grace that is greater than all our sin. 
This is the good news of the day. 
It is my hope that we all keep the Ten Commandments
--all of them. 
We will all have a much fuller and healthier life if we do. 
But there’s something each of us should always remember:

God loves us with an everlasting love…regardless. 
We are God’s children 
--not because we are perfect 
but by means of His love for us. 
We may never be able to obey all of God’s laws perfectly, 
but thanks be to God, 
we don’t have to. 
Love covers a multitude of sins.

If we surrender our lives to Christ,

his grace will be sufficient…for us.

Let us now join in the singing of the hymn that expresses this so beautifully,


“When Love is Found”



(p. 643 in our Hymnal)

