Sermon: “You Are a Priest”

Scripture: 1 Peter 2:1-10

Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all slander. 2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God's sight, and 5 like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture:

"See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame." 7 To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner," 

8 and "A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

Question:  How many Episcopalians does it take to change a lightbulb?

Answer:  Change a lightbulb????   Why...my grandmother gave that lightbulb!!!!

 

How many Baptists does it take to change a light bulb? 

Answer:  9 – One to change the lightbulb, seven to form a committee on the changing of the bulb and one to make a casserole.

 

How many Pentecostals does it take to change a light
bulb?  3. 1 to turn it, and 2 to catch it when it falls.

How many Nazarenes does it take to change a Light bulb? Which Light bulb? Who put that one in? Who is supposed to change Light bulbs? Where is the ladder? Which ladder? Who used it last? Who is in charge of the Ladder? “I make a motion we adjourn”

Q: HOW MANY METHODISTS DOES IT TAKE
TO CHANGE A LIGHTBULB?

A: Undetermined.
Whether your light is bright, dull, or completely
out, you are loved -- you can be a lightbulb, turnip
bulb, or tulip bulb. A church-wide lighting service is
planned for Sunday, August 19. Bring bulb of your
choice and a covered dish.

Well, it’s good that we can laugh at ourselves!

Every Christian denomination seems to have it unique personality traits and history that give it a certain reputation over time.

Making major changes is difficult for every organization, and churches are not immune to the problems that often arise.  

This is the way it was for the Catholic Church (with a capital C) when a young priest by the name Martin Luther became dissatisfied with its teachings and practices. 
It began almost 500 years ago, on the eve of All Saints' Day (a day we know as Halloween),
October 31, 1517, when Luther posted his list of 95 theses on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany along with a request for a meeting with the church leaders to discuss and debate the issues.

At the time, Martin Luther had no idea what the effects of this simple act of nailing the list to the church door would be. It began a chain reaction that led to the formation of the Protestant church. 
He hadn’t set out to start a new church, though. 
What he wanted was for the existing church to reform—to change. Something was going on inside of him that spurred him to take on such a challenge as this. 

 At one time he had been enrolled in law school. But he had left law school to train to be an Augustinian monk. While serving as an ordained priest he earned his Ph.D. in Bible and Theology and became a professor at the University of Wittenberg in Germany. His future looked promising. What more could a person want?

Well, through all of this, Luther still had not found what he wanted the most, what he longed for and searched his whole life for: peace for his troubled soul--and justice--fairness for his brothers and sisters in the Church who were also struggling. 

At his lowest point he wrote: "God is holy and just. I am a poor, miserable sinner, no matter how hard I try. How can a holy God possibly love a sinner like me?" 

In spite of doing everything the Church said a person should do to win the love and forgiveness of God, it was apparently not enough, according to the church. 
Then one day, as Luther was preparing for a series of lectures on Paul's letter to the Romans, he read. 
“But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed...
since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now
justified (made right with God) by God's grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.... For we hold that a person is
justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.”

It wasn’t the first time he had read the scripture though. He had read it many times before. But this time, his eyes were opened, and he saw it in a whole new light. He exclaimed: "It was as though the gates of heaven were opened to me!" 

He now knew with certainty that a person is not saved by being good
or by obeying the law or by going through all the outward rituals of religion
· or by anything else we may try to do to make ourselves worthy before God.

We are saved solely by the love and grace of God freely and generously given to us through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Salvation comes to us as a free gift of God's grace.

All we have to do to be saved is want to believe and accept the gift—the gift of faith--by simply saying, "Yes, Lord, I accept your gift of love and forgiveness and acceptance. Thank you, Lord, for loving and forgiving me."

Luther was eager to share what he had discovered with the world. He thought that he would find a ready audience, but instead he was met with much resistance and persecution.

Individuals listened but the Church leaders refused to change. They had too much to lose. 
Luther was branded as a heretic and an outlaw and the church leaders did everything they possibly could to quiet him.
Well, it’s a long story but for now, let it suffice that the church was not able to quiet Martin Luther. 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit and armed with the sword of the Word, the Holy Bible, he did his best to re-form the church by preaching the truth as God had revealed to him.
[pause] 

So…you and I as United Methodist are a result of Martin Luther’s efforts and teachings.

We, together with the generations of Protestants before us believe that we are all priests because

as Scripture teaches us, we are “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that we may declare the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His wonderful light.” 

So, with this in mind, we have some questions before us:

What does it mean to be a member of the royal priesthood? 

What does a priest actually do? 

And finally, what is it that makes us unique? 
Our scripture for today will shed some light on these questions.

Let’s take a closer look…
What does it mean to be a member of the royal priesthood? 

Basically, 

it means that our lives are consecrated 
to serve God.

Christ has given us a royal mission—a Great Commission 

--which is the call of every Christian. 

As we learned last week in our study of the Potter and the Clay,

each of us is a God-appointed vessel 

--from which the power of Christ 

is to be poured into the lives of others. 

And how, exactly, is this “pouring out” done?

In other words, what does it look like in a practical sense?
It means that we combine our efforts to love one another in ways that are good, 
pure and helpful.
There is a Zulu proverb that goes like this: 
“When a thorn pierces the foot, the whole body bends over to pull it out.” 
When one person experiences pain, 
the whole community 
shares its strength 
with that person to ease the pain. 

This is what the priesthood of believers do: They help each other in times of need.

Jesus was the ideal example.

He showed us how to love by the way he interacted with hurting people, 

and he then gave us the command to do the same, saying:

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another ; as I have loved you, that you also love one another”.
According to Jesus, 

loving one another is the true mark of a Christian.

By this all will know that you are My disciples,” Jesus said

“ if you have love for one another."  

I think that we would all agree that Christians are nice people, 
religious people, 
but it seems that many are confused 
about who they are 
and what they are supposed to do. 

This leads us straight into our second question:

What does a priest actually do? 

Well, perhaps this is why Peter wrote the words we have read this morning


--to teach us 

--not only who we are 
but also

what we, as priests,

are to do.

Here it is again—what Peter says to us:

Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all slander.  Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation... 

[expound or tell in my own words what this looks like]

Apostle James summed it up in this way:

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: 
to look after orphans and widows in their distress 
and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 

What a huge call this is!
--to love one another 
while, at the same time,

 keeping ourselves from being polluted by the world!
This means that we…
[give real life examples—helping persons with various addictions: name them]

Well, we can be certain that God would not ask us 

to do the impossible. 
We can, with God’s help and the power of the Holy Spirit,


love one another and be remain pure. 

And I believe that this is exactly what makes us unique!

By the power of God, 

we can help persons in all walks of life… 

And how is this possible?

The best explanation of how this happens is the one I came across 
in The Dictionary of Pastoral Care and Counseling.

It describes the function of a priest in this way: 
"A priest is one who stands on the earth 
somewhere between God and humankind 

while working intentionally 

to bridge the gap between God and people. 

The function of a priest is 
to establish or preserve the connection between the human community and God/”

The way a priest is able to do this is by being grounded.

When a person knows who he or she is 

and is convinced of what she or he believes,


it is possible to be grounded 


--to stand on the earth 
somewhere between God and humankind 

and work intentionally 

to bridge the gap between God and people. 

[give examples of what this would look like in real life situations—sharing one’s faith, reaching out to help persons in precarious situations, stretching oneself to do something for another that requires courage]
[give imagine of what this might look like—feet planted, arms reaching out—like a cross]

And so, as we prepare to go into the world today 
to serve as priests of Jesus Christ, 
may we do so with the assurance of God's love and grace. 
and as we stand on the earth,

working to connect humankind with God, 
may we see the light 

as heaven is opened up for us! Amen. 


