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Sermon: “Unity of Spirit”/Grandparents’ Sunday

Scriptures:

Psalm 133

The Blessedness of Unity 

How very good and pleasant it is 

when kindred live together in unity! 

It is like the precious oil on the head,

running down upon the beard,

on the beard of Aaron,

running down over the collar of his robes. 

It is like the dew of Hermon,

which falls on the mountains of Zion.

For there the LORD ordained his blessing,

life forevermore. 

Ephesians 4:1-7

Unity in the Body of Christ 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 

1 Peter 3:8-12

Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, and a humble mind. Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this that you were called — that you might inherit a blessing. For "Those who desire life and desire to see good days, let them keep their tongues from evil and their lips from speaking deceit; let them turn away from evil and do good; let them seek peace and pursue it.

For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil."

A group of 8 yr. old children were asked the question: “WHAT IS A GRANDPARENT?” And this is how they answered:    


Grandparents are a lady and a man who have no little children of their own. They like other people's.  


A grandfather is a old man & a  grandmother is a old lady!  


Grandparents don't have to do anything except be there when we come to see them. They are so old they shouldn't play hard or run. It is good if they drive us to the shops and give us money.  

When they take us for walks, they don’t go very fast. They let us stop to look at things—like pretty leaves & caterpillars.  
A grandmother pretends she doesn't know who you are on Halloween. 

Usually, grandmothers are fat but not too fat to tie your shoes.  

They wear glasses and funny underwear.  

They can take their teeth and gums out.  

 A grandparent is old on the outside, but young on the inside. 

Grandparents don't have to be smart. They have to answer questions like 'Why isn't God married?' and 'How come dogs chase cats?' 

When they read to us, they don't skip words. And they don't mind if we ask for the same story over again.   

They know we should have snack time before bedtime and they say prayers with us  
and kiss us even when we' ve acted bad.  

So, today we are celebrating Grandparents’ Sunday, and at the same time, we will be taking a closer look at the third part of the Apostles’ Creed, the paragraph that begins with the words, “I believe in the Holy Spirit.” [direct to page 881 in Hymnal: Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church]
So the big question for today is this: “What does this mean?” 

What do the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, and grandparents have in common?

Our scriptures for today will be our guide. Let’s take a closer look:

Our first scripture reading is a song

--sung by the Psalmist 
about “the blessedness of unity!”
“How very good and pleasant it is!” 
the Psalmist proclaims,  

when kindred live together in unity!”

“It’s like the precious oil on the head,

running down upon the beard,

on the beard of Aaron,

running down over the collar of his robes.”

We see the picture of a priest being immensely blessed

--having been chosen by God 

and lavished with blessings.  

“Unity is also like the dew of Hermon,” 
the Psalmist adds,

“the dew that falls on the mountains of Zion.

For there the LORD has ordained his blessing,

which is life forevermore.” 

So we know that wherever there is unity

—God covers with his blessings.

The image of the anointing oil and the dew show us this.

But what does it mean 

for people to be unified?

Or… 
perhaps it would be more helpful 
to begin with the question,

“What does unity not mean?
One thing we know for sure:

It doesn’t mean that we have to agree on everything

--or that we think, dress, or speak exactly alike.

How boring life would be if this were the case!
Humanity would be like a sea of faces
—no one would be able to recognize those we are connected to 


[expound on differences in ways we think, dress, speak]

Basically, if we were all alike
there would be no variety, 

no “spice of life.”

The church would be awfully boring, too 

if this were the case!  
[expound on churches that seek to group persons who are alike into worship services—cowboy church, Reggae church, etc ]

So… I think that we could all agree that unity would not be a good thing

--in the church or in the world

---if it meant that we all had to be alike.

We know it does not mean this.

So what does unity mean, then?

Well, in our second reading for the day,

the apostle Paul gives us a clear picture of what it means




to be unified as people who serve God 

in the church and in the world.
Evidently, it is pretty important to Paul, 

because he comes right out and begs:

“I beg you” 

“to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called…”

Like the priest who has been anointed with precious oil

that runs down his beard and over the collar of his robes,


we too have been anointed 



--called to serve God all of our days.

The way we live our lives should be worthy of this call.

And here is how we are to do this: 
“with all humility and gentleness, 
with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, 
making every effort 
to maintain the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace.”  
Unity means that as Christians, we “get along,” that we do our best to keep peace.

It means being a family—a church family
in which every member loves each other with the love of Christ.

It’s something we have to work at—it doesn’t come easy. 
Nevertheless, this is our goal. 

The apostle Peter, 
in his letter to the Christians who had been scattered throughout the land,



also had some words of wisdom to speak concerning unity.

We have heard these in our third reading for the today.

He begins by telling us  to have “unity of spirit”  

--as he calls it.

And then he goes on to describe how this is manifest in our lives:

“…have sympathy and love for one another
…have a tender heart and a humble mind.”

[give a practical example of what this looks like] 
Sometimes, though, 

it is not enough for us to know what we should be doing.

We need to be reminded of the don’ts  as well:

So Peter advises us:

“Do not repay evil for evil 
or abuse for abuse; 
but, on the contrary, 
repay with a blessing.” 
And this is why unity matters: 

Because the eyes of the Lord are upon us.

And God has ordained us 

to live a life that is worthy 
of the calling that he has given to us.
The Bible tells us 

that God looks down from heaven, 

searching among all humankind 
to see if there is a single one 
who does right and really seeks for God. 

God is searching even now…

will He find us among the faithful?

When his eye focuses on us, will he find us doing right?

We hope so.

Jesus certainly does. 

Jesus hoped that God would not only 

find individuals who did right and really sought for God… 

He hoped that God would find the whole church pleasing in his sight.

And this is why Jesus prayed for us—so very fervently.

We can read one of those prayers in John chapter 17,

which Jesus prayed right before he entered the garden where he would be arrested:

 "I pray for those who will believe in Me….that they all may be one, 
--one as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; 
I pray that they also may be one in Us, 
that the world may believe that You sent Me…  
 …And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them."  

This is what Jesus desired…for us.
This prayer is one of the few places in scripture 

where we get an inside look


at Jesus discussing us with God!

And it is clear that unity is what Christ wants for his church.

And this is why we proclaim: “I believe in the holy catholic church…”

If every Christian in the world viewed the church as one big family,



there would be no need for denominations.

We would all just be Christians,
and the world would know us


--not by our denominational label



--but rather,

by our love.

Sadly, though,

we are a long way off from this. 

Unity does not seem to be the goal in today’s society. 

The family structure is being threatened from every angle. 
The results of this are all around us:

Unemployment, gang violence, single mothers raising children on their own, 
financial struggles, homes lost, jobs lost, the list goes on and on. 
We are all being challenged to figure out practical ways 

to improve the situation. 

The problems of our world have now grown so huge 

that it is going to take miracles to solve them.

Meanwhile, 
there are two things that are already helping:

One of these is the church.  

Church may very well be

the only place a person can come to 

and feel connected
to God and other human beings at the same time.
It is here, 

in the company of one another,



that we can be our true selves




--beloved children of God.

It is here that we can join our hearts and minds


and center all of our attention, together,

…on God.

It is my hope and prayer 
that as God looks down from heaven, 

searching among all humankind for that single one who does right 
and is really seeking for Him,

that He will see us
--gathered here in this place


united in the spirit 








centering our love 
on Him
and be pleased.


And it is my hope and prayer God will shower his blessings upon us.

A moment ago, I shared that I can think of two things 
that can make a difference in our families and in the world:

Church is one of these. 

I believe that the second is grandparents.
Whether they realize it or not,

grandparents can and do 
have a huge influence 
on the lives of their grandchildren.
[share] 
Whenever I saw my Memaw, 

she would always make me feel that she had been waiting all day 

to see just me, and  now her day was complete. 

Of all the things that can be said about grandparents,


I consider this one most important: 

It is grandparents 

who are best at giving love.
I believe that the love that a grandparent gives 
is the closest thing there is 

to the kind of love that God has for us

--love that is unconditional.
“Grandparents, like God, love us even when we’ve behaved badly.”
It has been said that …

grandparents hold our tiny hands for just a little while, 

but they hold our hearts forever. 

Thanks be to God for this amazing love! 
Let us celebrate this love in the singing of that beautiful hymn, 


“God of the Sparrow. God of the Whale”



page 122 in our Hymnal.

