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Sermon: “The Resurrection of the Body and Life Everlasting”

Scriptures

1 Corinthians 15:50-58

What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality.  When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled:

"Death has been swallowed up in victory." 

"Where, O death, is your victory?

Where, O death, is your sting?" 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

Luke 20:27-41

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him  and asked him a question, "Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; then the second and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. Finally the woman also died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her." 

Jesus said to them, "Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage.  Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being children of the resurrection.  And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.  Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive." Then some of the scribes answered, "Teacher, you have spoken well."For they no longer dared to ask him another question. 

Introduction:
A Sunday School teacher was testing the children in her Sunday School class to see if they understood the concept of how a person gets to heaven. She asked them, 'If I sold my house and my car, had a big garage sale and gave all my money to the church, Would that get me into Heaven?'  ‘NO!,  the children answered.

'If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the yard, and kept everything neat and tidy,
would that get me into Heaven?' Again, the answer was, 'NO!'

By now the teacher was starting to smile. Hey, they are starting to understand all that I’ve been trying to teach them! 'Well, then, if I was kind to animals and gave candy to all the children, and loved my husband, would that get me into Heaven?' I asked them again. Again, they all answered, 'NO!'

The teacher was bursting with pride. 'Well,' she continued, 'then how can I get into Heaven?'
 
A five-year-old boy shouted out, YOU GOTTA BE DEAD.'
Well….It’s definitely true! One does have to be dead to get into Heaven! And this is why our Creed ends with the phrase: “I believe in the resurrection of the dead and life everlasting.” 

We have been studying this Creed for several weeks, now. It’s the age-old Apostles’ Creed which we find at the back of our hymnals on page 881 (direct congregation to locate). Many centuries ago our church fathers got together and compiled this document that states the “bottom-line beliefs” that all Christians hold in common. The church has been reciting it for some 1700 years now, and it appears that it will be with us until the end of time. Some churches recite it every week as a part of their liturgy. 
But in The United Methodist Church, we use it primarily during the sacrament of baptism and when receiving new members. During these times, it serves as an affirmation of our faith, what we, the body of Christ, claim as our basic beliefs. And this is why we are studying the Creed: Because it is important that we know what we claim to believe and why.

So here we are today—at the very end of the Creed. (read the last 2 lines) We have studied everything that come before it, and now we are ready to tackle this one. I use the word “tackle” because of all beliefs, these are the most difficult ones to “wrap our minds around.”
Resurrection of the body and life everlasting. 
How well do we understand what these mean? Not very well, it seems…but attempts have been made over the centuries to explain what happens to us after death. Some are recorded in the Bible and some can be found in the writings of philosophers, theologians, and early church fathers. 
So, this will be our first question to explore this morning: “What do we really mean when we say that we believe in the resurrection of the dead and life everlasting?” We know that it has something to do with the Holy Spirit--since it is located in the same section of the Creed. So this will lead us to a second question for the morning: “What does the Holy Spirit have to do with the resurrection of the dead and life everlasting?”

And then, as always, we conclude by applying any new understandings to our own lives, asking ourselves the question: “What does this mean for us--personally?”

Let’s begin now…by taking that closer look…          
Many questions arise when one “takes on”

the subject of life after death.

Questions like:


What will happen to us when we die?



and


If there is life after death, what will it be like? 

“Will we be souls floating around in space?


Or will we have a body?



If we do have a body, what will it be like? 

Well, we can assume that we are not the first to ask these kinds of questions.

People have been asking these kinds of questions for a very long time.


They probably began soon after the first death occurred 
—which our Bible tells us took place after the fall

--when Cain killed his brother, Abel.

We can be sure that from that time forward, 
“death” has been a much dreaded thing.
Theologians and psychologists alike agree that the “fear of death” far outweighs 
all other fears that haunt us in this life.

Death stings. 

We can fight it 

but it always wins.

Now, one would think

that by this day and time,

with all of our medical knowledge and skill

—that death would have been eliminated, entirely.
But as we know, only God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

holds the keys to life and to death.

So where do we look for relief from our fear of death?
We look to God. 

We look to God for assurance that everything is going to be OK.

Several of the world’s major religions do the same:

(look to God for relief from our fear of death.)
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam all of these claim a resurrection of the dead. 
 Each of these believes that there will be a resurrection of all people 

	on a day of judgment

--that every person who has ever lived will face God on that day

	

	

	


Who will be saved, 

and what that will look like 

differs with every religion.

Christianity teaches 

that when a person dies, 
the soul is separated from the body 
and continues to live on. 
It also teaches that when Christ returns at the end of time, 
the body and soul will be joined together again.
This is when the body will be resurrected

--brought to life again, made new.

But this idea of resurrection was actually nothing new.

The Greek philosophers had argued a belief in resurrection for a long time.

Socrates and Plato believed in it--as did many of their followers.
But their belief was not that both the body and soul are immortal.
These believed that the soul became separated from the body at death

and that the soul only lived forever.

To these Greek philosophers, 
the soul was the true self.
The body was really not that important. 

Death and corruption of the body
was viewed by some as a positive thing



--that death liberated the soul from its enslavement in the body.

This belief held on for many centuries.

The Gnostics developed their entire religion around it
--teaching that the soul was a “spark of divinity” 

trapped in the human body…waiting to be set free.
…as did the early church father, Marcion, 

who began to teach this some 200 years later

…as Gospel truth.
“But this is not what the Bible says! This is heresy!”
the church leaders of that day protested. 

And they sat down and wrote the Apostles’ Creed:
“I believe in the resurrection of the body…”

Church fathers Irenaeus and Justin Martyr affirmed this belief. 
They wrote strongly against the idea that only the soul survives. 
“A person is both soul and body,” they proclaimed. 
“Christ promised to raise both, 
just as his own body was raised.”

Christ wanted us to know this.

Otherwise, what was the point 

of his walking the earth in his resurrected body?

Justin wrote: 
"Seeing as ... the Saviour in the whole Gospel shows that there is salvation for the flesh, why do we any longer endure those unbelieving and dangerous arguments, and fail to see that we are retrograding when we listen to such an argument as this: that the soul is immortal, but the body mortal, and incapable of being revived? For this we used to hear from Pythagoras and Plato, even before we learned the truth. If then the Saviour said this, and proclaimed salvation to the soul alone, what new thing, beyond what we heard from Pythagoras and Plato and all their band, did He bring us? But now He has come proclaiming the glad tidings of a new and strange hope to men."

He made a very good point.

We wouldn’t have needed Jesus’ teachings 

if they offered nothing more 

than the philosophers of the day. 

And so, to this very day,

the churches continues to uphold the teaching of Jesus Christ
--that there will be a resurrection of the body as well as the soul 
at "the end of time"
…for it was Jesus himself who said,

“you will be children of the resurrection, 
so like angels, 

you cannot die anymore.”
  And this is why we people of the Christian faith continue to teach 

that on that last day the dead will be resurrected, 
and all souls will then be reunited with the same bodies they had before dying. 
In the twinkling of an eye, our bodies will then be changed, 
--including those of the wicked—who will be sentenced to a state 
of everlasting shame and torment. 
The righteous, however, will be rewarded 

with an everlasting life of celestial glory. 
For we who are in Christ, 

salvation will involve our whole personhood, 
body and soul.

And this brings us to our next curious question:


“What will our resurrected bodies be like?”

Well, the Bible teaches that our resurrected body 
will be like Christ's resurrected body.

And what was it like?

The Bible shows us.
Christ’s resurrected body was bth a physical body and a spiritual body. 

We know this because he ate with the disciples after the resurrection 

and they touched Him.

"See My hands and My feet,” Jesus said to Thomas, who doubted. “See that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have."

 So the resurrected Christ had a real body.

At the same time, he had a spiritual body. 
Remember that how the disciples thought that he was a ghost 

when he walked through locked doors?
Remember how he seemed to disappear from sight 

and reappear in a different location?
Well, Scripture teaches that this is how it will be with us.

--that Christ's resurrection is the pattern of our resurrection. 

Our resurrected body will be both physical and spiritual as well. 

And like Jesus’ body, our resurrected body will be glorified as well.
We learn this from Paul, who wrote to the church at Philippi saying: 
"…we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory…" 
These bodies that we are living in now will not be thrown away. 
They will be renewed, restored, revitalized. 
Jesus affirmed this, saying

"…this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me, I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him, may have eternal life; and I Myself will raise him up on the last day." 

Nothing will be lost.

We will have our same bodies

--bodies that have been changed. 
And what will our changed body be like?
The Church Fathers had some thoughts on this too.

They developed a doctrine,


naming the qualities of the resurrected body as those of:

 


impassibility, brightness, agility, and subtlety. 

Impassibile in that the risen body will no longer be subject to pain, or even inconvenience of any kind. Piercing cold will not affect the glorified body, nor will the glaring intensity of heat, nor can anything like the forces of nature hurt it. Since there will be no more death, neither will there be the earthly prelude to death, which is sickness and disease.

Bright in that the glorified bodies that will make them shine like the sun. 
As Christ has said: 

“The virtuous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of the Father” 
…just as he shone in his transfiguration 
on that high mountain when he was transfigured. 
His face shone like the sun 
and His clothes became as white as light, 

Agile in that it will be free of the weight that now presses it down. Our resurrected body will be able to move about with the greatest of ease and with a swiftness that depends only on the will. This is what the apostle meant when he said that our bodies are now sown in weakness, but on the last day they will be raised in power.

And subtle in that it will be spiritual. Without ceasing to be material, it will be extended in space and perceptible to the senses. The glorified body will be completely attuned to the Holy Spirit, fully obedient to the soul.

This is how Church Father Thomas Aquinas described the resurrected body 

in his great work entitled, Summa Theologica.

So…what does this mean to us, personally?

If we look closely 
at these marvelous qualities of the risen body, 
we realize that they result 
from the soul’s face-to-face encounter with God. 
…for on that day that we will see God 

Face-to-face and we will live!
God is able to do what we cannot imagine. 
We shall all be changed in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye." 


And, we will be powerful, imperishable, glorious, 
filled with the Holy Spirit of God! 
Meanwhile, for the time being,

we eagerly await the return of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This is what we live for. 
It is a huge part of our faith

…for without belief in a resurrected body,  


our hope would be diminished.
It is a very precious hope, indeed! 


But this is not all.

It is stated in that very last line of the Apostles’ Creed


that we will live forever in these transformed bodies!.

Jesus has promised that our resurrection will not be temporary

--that we will live forever. 

If this were not so,

what kind of future would we have to look forward to?
We would have to deal with the dread of death all over again!
And this is why the phrase “I believe in the life everlasting” was added to the Apostles’ Creed:



To affirm that the resurrection of the dead 
which will come at the end of time is eternal.
Alleluia! We will live forever with our Lord in perfect peace and joy!
We do not know exactly what kind of life it will be, 

but we have nothing to fear 

because we know whom it is that we will be with.
There is a little story that illustrates this beautifully:

A patient who was terminally ill asked the doctor 

what would happen to him after he died.

The doctor was holding the handle of the door; 
On the other side came a sound of scratching and whining, 
And as he opened the door, a dog sprang into the room   
And leaped on him with an eager show of gladness    


Turning to the patient, the doctor said,   
'Did you notice my dog?   
He's never been in this room before.   
He didn't know what was inside.   
He knew nothing except that his master was here,   
And when the door opened, he sprang in without fear.  
  


I know little of what is on the other side of death,    


But I do know one thing...     
I know my Master is there and that is enough.'     

Thanks be to God, who gives us victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Let us therefore remain steadfast, 

immovable, 
always excelling in the work of the Lord, 

because we know that in the Lord our labor is not in vain. 

Let us now recite the Apostles’ Creed in full,

proclaiming our belief in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

[page 881 in Hymnal]

And then let us join our voices in singing the beautiful hymn “Alleluia”

which is located on page 186 of our hymnal. 

