 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sermon: “Transfiguration”

Scriptures:  Mark 9:2-8

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, "This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!" Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 

2 Peter 1:16-21

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased." We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.   

Introduction: 

Extreme makeover
Each episode features a person whose outer appearance is changed dramatically. The change in appearance is accomplished through the skills of doctors, a plastic surgeon, an eye surgeon and a cosmetic dentist, along with a talented team of hair and make-up artists, stylists and personal trainers... [tell about how family and friends are waiting/applaud, etc] We can be sure that this didn’t “just happen,” though. As it turns out, a friend or co-worker had nominated the person for the makeover—feeling that she needed a boost in her career or in her life—something that would help her move forward.
Transitional statement:

So…we are already beginning to see that this talk about “extreme makeovers” the changing of the outward appearance--has something to do with transfiguration. But what does it have to do with Jesus, and what does it mean for us?  Let’s take a closer look…
Just as there were events that led up to the person who got an “extreme makeover,”

there were some events that led up to the transfiguration of Jesus.

Our Gospel reading for today begins with the words…

“Six days later”… 
a transition statement. 
So the natural way for us to begin our study is to ask the question: 
“Six days later than what?” 
This will give us the context of today’s story

--so we back up a bit to see what happened  before.

Mark Chapter 8 tells us   

that the crowds were gone and Jesus was alone with his disciples. 
"What are people saying about me?" Jesus asked the disciples.

Now….with a little imagination 
we can see the disciples looking around at one another, 
waiting for someone to answer. 
One of them did answer, saying: 

 "Some say that you are John the Baptist," 
"Some say Elijah," 
"Or one of the prophets from the dead." 
Then Jesus asked another question, directing this one specifically at Peter:

 "But who do you say that I am?" 
And this is when Peter confessed, 
"You are Christ, the Messiah of God." 
Peter’s answer was correct, but even so, 

Jesus sternly ordered them 
not to tell anyone

…and then proceeded to tell them about

all that was going to happen 
in the days to come:
“The Son of God will undergo great suffering and be rejected 
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and he will be killed,” Jesus told them. 
“And after three days he will rise again.” 
All this, he said quite openly to the disciples. 
It was not at all what they expected—or wanted--to hear.
Jesus was supposed to be the new king of Israel
—the best ever--who would reign for many, many years


and bring peace to the land and to God’s people. 

This was more than Peter could bear. 

He took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him for saying such things.
But Jesus, looking at all of the disciples, 
rebuked Peter and said, 
"Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are setting your mind not on divine things 
but on human things."  

Then Jesus called the whole crowd to himself and announced to all of them: 
If any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
 For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake, 
and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.  
For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?  
Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words 
in this adulterous and sinful generation, 
of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father
 with the holy angels."  

No one said a word. 
But we can imagine the disciples’ response

--looking at one another with puzzlement on their faces.
They didn’t understand at all –the things that Jesus had just said


--about living and dying 

and the Son of Man coming in glory. 


And this is what had happened six days before


…and this brings us back to this morning’s Gospel passage, which begins:
“Six days later.”

“Six days later, 
Jesus took Peter, James, and John up a high mountain to be alone. 
The next thing they knew, Jesus was transfigured before them! 
His clothes became dazzling white, 
such as no one on earth could bleach them! 

And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 

Then Peter said to Jesus, 

"Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, "This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!"

And then it was over. The disciples saw no one with them any more, only Jesus.
So here we have it

—a story that has been preserved all these years


--and passed down to us for a reason. 

 The challenge that we face this morning is to determine what that reason is.

Perhaps the best place for us to begin 

is to consider how the incident 

affected the lives of those who were there on the mountaintop that day

--as best we can determine from scripture.

Peter, James, and John, for instance.
When we look to the books of the Bible that are attributed to these three 

who were there on the mountain that day,



we can see signs that indicate 
that they had experienced something extraordinary--other worldy.

Our 2nd scripture reading (from the book of  2nd Peter) is the most revealing:


This is why our lectionary has matched it up with the Gospel passage 

on this “Transfiguration Sunday.”

Because Peter was an “eyewitness” to the event that transpired 
on the mountain that day, he could say with certainty that Jesus is the Son of God.

“You will do well to be attentive to this,” Peter says to the rest of us. 
“It is not a myth—it really happened
—We who were there that day

 saw it with our own eyes and heard it with our own ears.”

“Pay attention to what I am saying to you:

It can be for you 

“lamp shining in a dark place, 

until the day dawns 

and the morning star rises in your hearts.”

We can be sure that Peter’s life was changed forever on that day.

He would never be the same.

And what about the other two disciples who witnessed the event?

--James…and John?

Does the Bible give any indication that they too were changed by the experience?

Yes, it does. And we see this as well 

when we search the scriptures.

James goes on to write (in his letters to the churches):
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

And then he goes on to say:

If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be given you. But ask in faith, never doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind; for the doubter, being double-minded and unstable in every way, must not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 

It is clear that James had no doubt in his mind that God is real,

 --that God is the giver of all good things. 
And then…there is John—the third disciple who was on the mountaintop that day.
A search of scripture reveals that his outlook on life 
was influenced by the experience as well.
He begins telling about it in the first chapter of his Gospel:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

For John, the word “light” became a key word

--appearing repeatedly throughout his entire Gospel,


--a clear sign that his understanding of God was changed when

he saw the light.  

And this brings us to Jesus himself

--the very one whose appearance was transfigured on that day



--with a light that was so bright that his clothes shown brilliantly white.
Only God could have done such a thing.


because it was impossible for a person to have bleached his clothes 

and made them that white.  

Now, so far we have looked only at the outward appearance of Jesus

and what happened on the mountain that day.

It changed Jesus’ outer appearance for a short time.

Scripture gives us no indication that he continued to glow 

when he returned to ground level.

But we can be sure that the experience had a lasting effect on Jesus.

The time came when he set his face toward Jerusalem.

Having been affirmed by his heavenly father
—convinced of his mission to fulfill prophecy
--he was empowered to move forward


--to complete the task he was sent to do.

And this brings the story down to our level

--a world which desperately needs transfiguration 

and transformation.
Everything God created was originally perfect in every way.

After creating every part of it, God spoke the words: “It is good.”

Adam and Eve were perfect too. 

We can imagine them glowing with love

as they walked and talked 

with God in the garden.

But as we all know, 

part of being human is having a free will


--Adam and Eve were given the ability to obey God’s rules



--or not.

We know the story…how they sinned

…fell, and were disconnected from God

not from his love
but from his protection and grace.

Human beings have been trying to reconnect with God ever since.

In the Old Testament days, they tried to reconnect with God by following every Law perfectly.

They could not do it.


Their sacrifices became routine, lost meaning for them, and eventually,

the smell turned God’s stomach. 

It was time to return to the drawing board

—to make a new plan for the redemption of God’s people.

And this is why Jesus came to earth

--for the sole purpose of reconnecting us with God

—by bringing us back 
into right relationship with the one who created us.

Could this by why Jesus, Moses, and Elijah were together 

on the mountain that day?


--to confirm the plan?

Yes, this is exactly the interpretation that has been given.

Moses represented the Law
—given first as a way for human beings to return to

a right relationship with God. 

Elijah represented the prophets

--who served as “mouthpieces” for God

foretelling the doom that would result 

if the people did not turn from their evil ways

and the wonderful things that would take place 

if they did.

But as we know, the people did not listen to Moses or the prophets.
A new plan had been made
--one that involved God’s own son 


--sent as the way for sins to be forgiven



--sent that the whole world might be saved.

All they had to do was believe in him


--to believe that he was the Messiah



--the Son of God.

The transfiguration of Jesus there on the mountain 

confirmed this for the disciples who were present that day.

Their stories have been preserved so that our faith might be confirmed too.

The story is not over yet.

The rest is up to us


--what we do with the Gospel of Jesus Christ



--what we do with the faith 

that has now been confirmed in us.

Salvation is a process 

--transformation that takes place over the course of our lifetime


--and completed by our own transfiguration



--when Christ returns to earth to claim us as his own.  

As Paul revealed to the church at Corinth, he also reveals to us:

Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 

Yes, it is true!

We will all be transfigured—we will shine with the glory of the Lord.

And, our transformation will be completed

on that glorious day when we shall see Christ with our own eyes

--when we will hear God’s voice with our own ears, saying: 
Well done my good and faithful servant. Enter into your master’s joy. 

The day is coming when we will shine like Christ. 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are...Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him , for we will see him as he is. 

We have some exciting things coming up here 

at West Covina United Methodist church!

The season of Lent begins next Sunday.


Literally, the word “Lent” means “springtime.”  
It is a time given for every one of us to be born anew 

and to grow spiritually.

The way that has been designed to help us enter into 
this time of renewal and growth.

It will take place this coming Wednesday on the day that has been designated

 “Ash Wednesday”:
The Imposition of ashes

followed by Wednesday Bible studies, prayer, and soup suppers 

beginning the following week and leading up to Holy Week.
It is my hope that all who are able will take advantage of 

this time that has been given us for experiencing 

spiritual renewal and growth.
It will not happen by accident, though—it must be intentional.
Our minds and our hearts must remain focused as we seek renewal in our lives and in our world.

May this time be for us

—and for the friends, neighbors, and relatives 

that we invited and bring with us 

“a lamp shining in a dark place, 

until the day dawns 

and the morning star rises in our hearts.”

Praise be to God. Amen.

And now let us sing “Alleluia” p. 186, verses 1-3.
