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Sermon “What are you looking for?”

Scriptures:

Jeremiah 29:11-14

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find me, says the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. 

John 1:35-38

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, "Look, here is the Lamb of God!" The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, "What are you looking for?" 

Begin by talking about how children ask a lot of questions (and that Eliza is not there yet): 

"You ask so many questions -I can't know the answers to all of them" exclaimed an exhausted parent, "Do you know what might have happened if I had asked my parents as many questions as you do!?" The child thought, then replied "You would've known the answers..?"
Well, we don’t know all the answers—and we never will—at least not in this life. 
We should all do what Jesus did:  He answered questions with a question. But with Jesus, it wasn’t because he didn’t know the answer. It was the way he got to know people—what they were about—what they believed—what they were looking for in life. Sometimes the questions actually began with him. A study of the Gospel reveals that asking questions was a very important part of Jesus’ ministry—which we know was his journey to the cross. 
So, in the weeks ahead, in this church season that we know as Lent, we will take a closer look at the questions Jesus asked during his days upon this earth. I have entitled the series “Living the Questions” because we will probably not come up with answers right away. We will live with the questions for awhile and see what God has to teach us about ourselves and life. Each Sunday of Lent, we will look at a different one of Jesus’ questions. 
We will begin by looking at to whom the question was directed in that day and time, and then we will experience, in our minds’ eye, Jesus asking us that same question. Let us begin now, this journey of faith. 
“What are you looking for?” 

This is the question Jesus asked the two disciples 

who were following him down the road that day.
It happened not very long after Jesus had been baptized by John the Baptist: 
John the Baptist was standing with two of his own disciples one day 
when Jesus walked by. 
Now, we need to understand that at this point, 
Jesus didn’t have any disciples—at least not yet.

John’s purpose in life, as we remember, 

was that of  all prophets 

--to bring God’s chosen people to repentance. 

More specifically, John’s call was to pave the way for the Messiah


--to make the path’s straight.

Baptizing Jesus was part of his job, 

and once this was accomplished,

his next step was to point his own disciples toward Jesus.

After he had done this, 

John’s assignment on this earth was complete. 

And this is where this morning’s scripture passage begins.

As the moment Jesus walked by, 
John pointed at him saying, 

"Look, here is the Lamb of God!"

and the switch in allegiance took place

--at least for these two disciples.

This very moment marked the beginning of Jesus’ ministry

--and his search for disciples began.

What he needed now 

was persons who would commit 
to helping him 
do all that God had sent him to earth to accomplish.
[pause]

Now… one would naturally think 
that there would have been some kind of  list… of qualifications 
that Jesus would have used in this very important selection process. 
If we had been in charge, we would have had a checklist of criteria 
and held try-outs!

Had Jesus done it this way,

he would have had a team of winners to assist him
-- a first round draft pick 
--that would have made an immediate impact 
on the world!

But, as we know, this isn’t the way it happened.

In the chapters that follow today’s passage, 
it becomes increasingly clear that 

the Holy Spirit of God was the one doing the choosing.

If we look very closely in our minds’ eye, 

we can see John with his finger pointing at Jesus.

We can see two of John the Baptist’s disciples leaving his side 
and beginning to follow behind Jesus.

Apparently sensing that he was being followed,
he turned to them and spoke, saying: 
“What are you looking for?” 
Not:  “How are you guys doing?”

But rather…“What are you looking for?” 

Now… 
had the question been asked at later time, 
after Jesus' ministry had begun to progress, 

it would been evident to him 

what those following him might have been looking for.

All kinds of people followed him—many had diseases and ailments. 

These were looking for healing.

There were the seekers following him

--like the rich young ruler

--who tried to second-guess the meaning of what Jesus had said. 

People like him were looking for an easy way into heaven.

Then there were the groupies, 
who were just there for the show, 

looking for entertainment.

And as we know, 

Jesus had religious authorities following him constantly

--questioning his theology and his religious practices. 

These were looking for a fight.

So in time, 
there would have been lots of people following Jesus

--with an assortment of needs and wants. 
But for now, there were just two 

--following him down the road, 
without even knowing why.

One of them, instead of answering Jesus’ question, 
Responded with a question of his own, saying: 

“Rabbi” – which means teacher 
– “where are you staying?” 
To which Jesus responded…. quite simply, 
“Come and see.” 
“Come and see.”

They are very important words

because they lead us right into the Gospel story. 
As we know, the disciples would see much.

They would quickly see that the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.

Before long, they would see that “to follow Jesus” 

means much more than walking behind him.

And very soon, 

they would see the most difficult part 

of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ: 

to take up one’s cross and die.

Now, 

we can be certain 

that this is not at all what they had in mind 

when they began following behind Jesus that day! 

And perhaps it is the same for us.

For we too, if asked the question 

“What are you looking for?” 


would not know what to say.
“What are we looking for?”

This question is as important for us

--as it was for those first two disciples, 

and the reason it is important is…

because it marks a turning point 

where being of the world 
and in the world part ways.

I’ll say more...

There are persons who,

if asked the question 
“What are you looking for?”



would immediately begin to compile a list of material things 
that they wish to own


--a new home






--for some: even a place to lay their head







--a High Definition TV








--a new car

--the list would go on and on.

But as we all know, the things of this world can never completely satisfy.
And this is because God has created an empty place inside of us

--one that can only be filled with Christ himself.

What we are all really looking for 

(whether we know it or not)

 

is God 
--we want to be safe and warm and loved 

inside the heart of God, 
where we will abide forever and ever. 

God knows that that is what we are all really looking for 

--that even those who say they are looking for material things 

are really looking for a better, more meaningful life

--one that is filled with purpose, love, balance, gratitude, 
and endless joy.
What we are really looking for

can only be found within community--with other believers:

God’s family, the church:  
Together we will find God 

along with other people who practice their faith.

Banded together, we can make this world a better place for everyone. 
There is a saying that 
“A human life is like a single letter of the alphabet. 
and that when joined with other letters 

it becomes part of something that has great meaning.” 
That is what we are trying to be here at West Covina UMC
--a church who means something not only to us

--but to the community around us as well.

We are people who write letters, 
who cook food for persons who are hurting,



who visit them in hospitals,




in their homes.

We are people who are making a difference out in the community


at city council meetings, 




at the senior center,

in parks, 

even in the grocery store.

Wherever we go, they will know we are Christians

because we bear the seal of Christ,

which is love.

We can be sure that there are those in our neighborhoods and in our families

who feel the need for something more,

but do not know what that something is.

And this is why we must be ready—at all times

to tell others why we are followers of Christ.

Each Sunday, we gather here in this place to worship God. 
This is our home –our church home.

It is a place where we are welcomed when we show up, and missed when we do not.

I love our congregation—and I hope that you do too.

Because as I have said before, 
you are my dream church!
Together, we share a vision of who we are becoming:

--that oasis for the community.
Neighbors are being drawn to us by God’s Holy Spirit



--and we are finding new ways to serve them.
 It is not our goal to be a mega church.
That is not what we have been called to be.

We are a mainline church—The United Methodist Church

who have come to be who we are 
throughout the course of history.

We have a full, rich history,

and the best is yet to come

--because our story is not finished yet: 
Even to this day, we continue to evolve

--becoming better in ways that are congruent with our nature
—our Christ nature. 

Author Diana Butler Bass, a scholar of church and religion,

has written a hope-filled and uplifting book about churches like ours. 
Whereas so many contemporary writers 

depress us with stories of numerical decline 
and comparisons to the Starbucks filled, 
rock-band churches,
In her book, 
Diana honors the story of Presbyterian and Methodist and Lutheran churches 
that offer authentic and transforming communities 
of Christian spirituality.
She points out the best thing that churches like ours have to offer:
We can help people grow to spiritual maturity.

This is what our Sunday morning worship services are designed for

--to nurture our minds as well as our spirit.

And the way we do this is through the singing of hymns, through prayer, 

and through the study of God’s holy word. 

We have the foundation that is needed 
for helping people grow beyond the point of conversion 
--into faithful Christians 

who are continually being transformed.
Our congregation has a rhythm 
--a cycle of seasons—like Lent and Advent 

--with faith practices
—like receiving ashes on the forehead
and having the children place baby Jesus in the manger 
during worship on Christmas Eve.

All this is part of our tradition and our ongoing story.

We are pilgrims of Jesus Christ, 
and we are on a different kind of journey, 
one that is becoming increasingly less self-directed 
and increasingly aimed toward

God’s love and shalom.

This is why we, the body of Christ,

must continually extend the invitation to others 
to “come and see” 
--because there are those out there who are looking for more, 

and they aren’t at all sure what that something is,

If we were to look around at the sea of faces that are out there, 

we would see a deep hunger 

for spiritual renewal 

lurking behind all the scheduled chaos 

that fills this life. 

We can offer that spiritual renewal right here in this place

because we have what it takes

—we are a place 

that all who are wandering 

can come home to.

To all who are seeking, 
let us say…“Come and see.”
Come and see what Christ is going to do in our lives.

Come and see what we are doing for Christ.
Come and see what Christ can do for you.

“Come for a visit, 

stay for a journey.” 
We, like those first disciples who followed Jesus 
are on a life-long journey of discipleship.

Our journey, like theirs, 
will include some miracles of healing and feedings,
some strangers who become part of our community, 
study of God’s holy word

and pots of soup that seem bottomless!
This is the work of spiritual formation
—we will answer as best we can

as Jesus continues to ask us questions 
this Lenten season




--like 
 

“W hat Are You Looking For? 

Do You Understand? 

Do You Want to Be Made Well?

Do You Believe? 

Will You Lay Down Your Life for Me?

Who Has Believed? 

and finally, 
“Whom Do You Seek?
This final question will come at the end of our Lenten journey


--on Easter morning.

Together, we will celebrate our Lord’s resurrection


with great joy.

But this is not all...


for also on this day,



we will celebrate our own resurrection

...because the journey we have begun this very day

is sure to transform us.

This is what we are looking for.
Praise God! 

Amen!

