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Sermon “Breakfast on the Beach”

Scripture Reading: John 21:1-18

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered him, "No." He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs."  A second time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep." He said to him the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep.” 

Introduction: “The Legend of the Stones” from book, One Hundred Wisdom Stories from around the World by Margaret Silf. The story gives us much to think about. The metaphor works well with today’s Scripture, where we see Peter carrying a “big heavy boulder” on his back. Let’s take a closer look…

The weight of the sin Peter carried must have been huge! 
After all, he had denied Jesus Christ—not once, but three times! 
As we remember, it happened on the night Jesus was arrested. 
The soldiers and the Jewish police had bound Jesus and taken him to Annas, the high priest. 

As we also recall, Simon Peter and another disciple had followed Jesus. 
It was a cold evening, and a group of people were huddled around a charcoal fire, 
warming themselves. 
Peter was standing with them, warming himself, 
when one of the women who was standing there said to him, 
"You are not also one of this man's disciples, are you?" 
Peter said, "I am not."  Again, someone asked him, 
"You are not also one of his disciples, are you?" 
Again he denied it, saying, "I am not." 
Then, one of the slaves of the high priest, 
a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, 
"Did I not see you in the garden with him?" 
Again Peter denied it. 
And then, at that very moment, the cock crowed. 

Jesus had said that this would happen.

He predicted it before he was arrested—on that very night, saying


"All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this night, 

for it is written:

‘I will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.'  

And then Jesus added:

"But after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee ."  

And then Peter had said to Him, 
"Even if all are made to stumble, yet I will not be." 

And Jesus replied, 
"Assuredly, I say to you that today, even this night, 
before the rooster crows twice, 
you will deny Me three times."  

And then Peter spoke more vehemently, 
"If I have to die with You, I will not deny You!"

And they all said likewise. 

We know the rest of the story
--of all that happened to Jesus next



--the torture and crucifixion.

We also know that Jesus was resurrected, and that he appeared to his disciples several times.

Today is one of those times. Peter has returned to Galilee with his friends.  
Jesus had said that he would meet them there but several days had passed 
and nothing has happened.  
Finally in typical fashion, Simon Peter gets impatient.  
He just can't take it any more, so he says, "I'm going fishing!"  
It's as if he is saying, "I'm going back to the old secure life, 
my former life of being a fisherman." 
The others go with him.

They fish all night and catch “no fishes.”
For us, who know the whole story, there is a flashback.  
We recalls how some months earlier Peter had left his fishing nets at the seashore 
to become a follower of Jesus.

We remember how Jesus had changed his name from Simon to Peter 
(Petros, which meant “the Rock”) 
because Jesus evidently felt 
that Simon was strong, stable, and solid like a rock.  
But then, Peter the Rock weakened, and on that fateful night, he denied his Lord.

We can rightly assume that Simon Peter was devastated, 
shattered, defeated, and broken hearted.  
Even when Easter came, and Simon Peter was thrilled beyond belief, 
he must have yet been unsure about where he stood in his relationship with Jesus

….and about his own future.

So here Peter is, 

it’s back to business as usual.

He and the other disciples have fished all night, with no luck.  
And then, another flashback.

And they recalled the moment they had first met Jesus…

A multitude of people had pressed about Him to hear the word of God, 
as he stood by the Lake of Gennesaret.

He had seen two boats standing by the lake; 
but the fishermen had gone from them
and were washing their nets.

It was then that Jesus had gotten into one of the boats, which was Simon's, 
and asked him to put out a little from the land. 
There Jesus sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat. 

When he had stopped speaking, he said to Simon, 
"Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch."  

But Simon had answered him, saying:

 "Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; 
nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net." 
And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, 
and their net was breaking. 
So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and filled both the boats, they began to sink. 
And when Simon saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying,
"Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!" 

For he and all who were with him were astonished 
at the catch of fish which they had taken. 
Then Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men."  
And when they had brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him. 

And now, it is de ja vu.
It seems as though the same thing is happening again.

Just as dawn was breaking, they see someone standing on shore. 
They don’t recognize him at first.  
He tells them to cast their nets on the right side of the boat. 
…which they do, and they bring in a huge catch of fish: 153 to be exact

--large fish.  
And then, John turns and says, "It is the Lord."
At that moment, Simon Peter dives in and swims to shore.  
The others come in on the boat.  
And this is when they see the Risen Christ 
cooking breakfast for them over a charcoal fire.  
De ja vu again
--a charcoal fire.

It’s interesting to note 

that there were the only 2 times the word charcoal fire 

were used in the New Testament


on the night Jesus was arrested and Peter denied Jesus



and here—on the shore after the resurrection.

I believe that we can say with certainty that this was no coincidence.

The experience was arranged by Jesus Christ himself


--who wanted Simon Peter to be released from the guilt and shame 




he was bearing --that heavy burden upon his back.

So after breakfast, Jesus turns his attention toward Simon Peter.

He asks him the same question, three times: "Simon, do you love me?"  
And three times, Simon answers: "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you."  
"Then, feed my sheep," the Risen Lord says to him.  "Feed my lambs." “Take care of my sheep.”

Three times, Simon Peter had denied Jesus.


And now, three times, Simon Peter has proclaimed his love for him.  

It is a story of redemption--a story of how God will do whatever it takes 

to bring us back into right relationship with Him after we have sinned.

It is therefore, a story that gives us hope--the assurance that God will do the same for us. 
For, we are in many ways, like Peter.

We too have denied Christ in the way we live our lives.

We are like the two persons in the legend of the stones.

We either have a heavy sin that we are carrying around,


or we have so many little ones that we aren’t even aware of them.

How easy it is to forget who we are…disciples of Jesus Christ.

And this is why the risen Christ comes to us too

--offering us opportunities to be healed--to be redeemed when we have fallen.

We should probably not expect to see Jesus cooking fish for us on the seashore

--although nothing is impossible with God.

But we can live with the awareness of our Lord's presence who has promised 

to always remain near to us.

The way we become aware of God’s presence in our lives

is through faithful prayer and by envisioning him with us.

 

A story has been told that illustrates this beautifully: 
There was once an old man who suddenly became gravely ill. When the pastor came for a visit he noticed a chair beside the bed. "Oh my goodness," he said, "You must have already had company today."

 

The old man said, "No, but let me tell you the story of the chair. Years ago I told a friend that when I prayed at night I frequently fell asleep right in the middle, or I just couldn't concentrate on what I was praying about. So this friend suggested that I put a chair by my bed and imagine that Jesus was sitting there because, you know, he's promised to be with us. So, I started doing that and, you know, it made a big difference. Sometimes I even think I see him sitting there."

 

After having communion with the man, the pastor left. Later that evening he got a call from the daughter. She said, "Dad just died. Can you come over?" So the pastor went to see her. The daughter said, "You know, I was in the room and dad seemed okay, he wasn't struggling or anything. I left for just a minute. When I came back, he had peacefully died. But there was something quite strange. Somehow, he had managed to turn over on his side and stretch out his arm and place his hand on the chair."

 

This is what it means to live in the presence of Christ. 
When we are tuned in to him we can experience Jesus’ presence with us.

We know he is here because he promised us this, saying:

“And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever…You know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you…If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.” 

God forgives us of our sin continuously.

Our gracious Lord blesses us freely and abundantly


and asks us to do the same…for others.

Let us now join our voices to sing the hymn that proclaims this awesome gift:
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