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Sermon: “The Lion and Lamb Within You”

Scripture Readings:

Revelation 5:1-14

Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll written on the inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals; and I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?" And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it. And I began to weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. Then one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals." 

Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He went and took the scroll from the right hand of the one who was seated on the throne. When he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. They sing a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God saints from every tribe and language and people and nation; you have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God, and they will reign on earth."

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, singing with full voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!" 

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing, "To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!" 

And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the elders fell down and worshiped. 

Luke 17:20-25

Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you."  

Then he said to his disciples, "The time is coming when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. Men will tell you, 'There he is!' or 'Here he is!' Do not go running off after them. For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other. But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. 

NIV

Opening
We have been blessed this morning with two Scripture readings that give us different insights into the kingdom of heaven (also referred to as “the kingdom of God.”)

Writer John’s is that of a vision he was given--by God--during the time he was living as an exile on the island of Patmos. Jesus had already lived and died by this time, and he had returned to live with his Father in heaven. What John sees in the vision is a glimpse into the end of times, when God’s justice would be done and the kingdom of God is fully come.    

Writer Luke’s is that of  Jesus’ answer to a question asked him about the kingdom of God. As we know, Jesus taught often on the kingdom of heaven and what it is like. And on this occasion, he was asked when the kingdom would arrive. 

Individually, the stories raise questions…like:
When will the kingdom of God arrive? Each Sunday we pray the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples, saying “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

This leads us to another question: “Where is the kingdom? Does it exist on earth…or in heaven?”

 Which leads us to still another question: “What will the kingdom be like? Will we sit around on clouds or stand on solid ground?
These are all valid questions—definitely worth looking into.

God’s holy word, the Bible, will guide us in the discovery process. Let’s take a closer look…  

So when will the kingdom of God arrive? 

Scripture teaches us that 

no one but God knows the day or hour. 

“…not even the angels in heaven know,” Jesus said, 

“nor the Son, but only the Father .  
All we know is that it will take place in the future

and that when that day comes,

 all nations 


and all people

will bow before the throne of God.

Meanwhile, 

Jesus says to us:

 “Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time is.  It is like a man going to a far country, who left his house and gave authority to his servants, and to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch.  Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is coming — in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning — lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping.  And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!"  

Hearing this, nervousness grew,

And other questions arose…

like: (in our own words: “Can you give us a hint?”



Words of that day and time:

“What signs will show us that the kingdom is coming soon? 

…to which:
Jesus named several signs



--including wars and rumors of wars, 

earthquakes in various places, 

famines and many troubles.

And all the while,


we are to watch and work and pray



--that God’s kingdom will come




on earth as it is in heaven.

So how is it in heaven?


Jesus offers to us several metaphors.

He spoke often about the kingdom. 

In parable after parable, teaching after teaching, 

he told what the kingdom is like 

- a treasure hidden in a field, a father who welcomes an undeserving son, 

a vineyard owner who gives more than is fair to the labourers, 

a feast to which are welcomed, a place that is open to the 

poor in spirit, the broken and the sinner.

And those who had ears to hear “got it.”

One thing was very clear--that the kingdom of heaven is made visible 

through the quality of relationships 

where the poor are ministered to, 

where people show love to each other, 

where each person is accepted 

and receives unconditional love. 

This is what heaven is like.
In John’s book of Revelation.


we get an inside glimpse into the throne room of God 
and of Jesus, the Son, who is there with him.

God is briefly described as the one who is seated on the throne,
but Jesus is described with more detail: 

with two very different images:
the Lion of Judah 
and

the slain, yet living, Lamb. 

The Lion and the Lamb.

What we have before us is a vision of the final day 

when God brings all together

and every wrong is righted, 

and justice is done. 

It is all written down on a scroll,

and we quickly learn that the one to open the seals 
must be worthy to do so. 
“But who is worthy?”
We can imagine everyone looking around.

But no human being can be found.

So John (who is both seeing the vision and inside of it) 

weeps and weeps: for his own sinfulness, 
for the sinfulness of the human species, 
for the lack of justice.

This is what we can expect to happen to us on judgment day.

After this,
one of the elders will say to us, 
"Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals." 

There is one who is worthy! 
There is one member of the human race who has not sinned: 
The Lion of the tribe of Judah—Jesus Christ!

This is exactly what was prophesied though Jacob 
Genesis chapter 49, saying:
Judah is a lion's cub; He stooped down; he crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him?   The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.  
Jesus Chrsit, descendant of Judah, Lion of Judah.

So what John expects to see a mighty, powerful, majestic Lion

come and take the scroll 
--only a Lion is able to overcome all opposition! 
But when John looks he sees something completely different. 

--not a Lion but a Lamb! 
Not a mighty and powerful creature, 
but a lamb—one who was slain. 
We should not be surprised.

When we think back to scripture 

we recall the many times 

the image of the lamb was used.

In fact, there are almost 200 references in Scripture to lambs; 
and the vast majority of these refer to lambs killed as sacrifices. 
All leading up to Jesus—pointing to Jesus, our sacrificial lamb.
The most prophetic of these can be found in the book of Isaiah chapter 53, 
He will be like a lamb that is led to the slaughter because “the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  

Justice must be done. 

It is we who should be crucified for our sins!

But God provides a substitute, 
a lamb on whom He can place the sin 
of those He saves. 
Through the death of Jesus, God exercised justice, 
seeing that every sin is accounted for; 
and God exercised mercy, 
forgiving those who believe.

As the writer of the book of Hebrews teaches us, saying:

He was in every respect tempted as we are, yet he was without sin. 

And so, to see Jesus fully, 
in all His complexity, 
we need to see Him as both a mighty, powerful Lion 

and a tender, gentle Lamb. 

And that is what writer John shows us:

the future reality

--when it will come into fullness at the end of time.

Our second scripture reading, from the Gospel of Luke,

invites us to take the idea of the kingdom a little further.

Here we see that this kingdom is the place where the king reigns

 - not only as a physical place—on earth and heaven 

but also as a spiritual place inside of us--the kingdom within.

When asked when the Kingdom would come,

Jesus answered:

"The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you."  

To some, this may be a whole new way of thinking. 

A legend tells how:

[read “God in Hiding.”]

I am also reminded of my college days,


back in the early 70’s at Southwest Texas State University.

[tell about campus crusades—“Who is seated on the throne inside of you?”]

To be completely open with you,

the encounter did not produce any 

profound changes in my life


at the time.

But it did….like a mustard seed, 
--some thirty years later

when I came across these words from Jesus:




“the kingdom of God is within you.” 

This Scripture was a gift to me because it added a whole new dimension to my understanding of 

“where the kingdom of God is.

It was then that I realized that not only does the kingdom exist on earth
(though not yet completely)
…and
not only does it exist in heaven



where it will someday be fully established,
the kingdom of God also exists inside of me!

and inside of you!
Let’s take this a step further and stretch our minds.
By integrating 
our two scriptures for this morning,

we can gain a deeper, fuller understanding

of what the kingdom of God 

is really like.

With Jesus Christ seated on the throne within ourselves, 

as well,


we find two images:




Jesus reigning as Lion





and also as Lamb.

 In order for our lives to be balanced,

both Lion and Lamb

must be manifest


and 
they must dwell in peace.

The story is told of two kingdoms…

[tell story of  “The Two Champions”]

As the prophet Isaiah has also shown us,

the kingdom of God

will be a peaceable kingdom, 
where:

“The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,

The lion shall eat straw like the ox,

The cow and the bear shall graze;

Their young ones shall lie down together;

And a little child shall lead them. 

The nursing child shall play by the cobra's hole,

And the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper's den.

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain,

For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD

as the waters cover the sea... 

And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse,
Who shall stand as a banner to the people;
For the Gentiles shall seek Him,
And His resting place shall be glorious." 

The truth is: this world was never meant to be a place of danger and unrest.

God’s original plan was for us to live in peace and harmony. 
The book of Genesis tells us that everything god created, he called “good.”

 God’s plan was and still is 

that we should live peacefully, 
in relationship with him, 
in relationship with one another,

and in relationship with ourselves.

Jesus promised us this peace, saying:
“My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”

The challenge is before each of us now—this very moment


is to think hard:

Have you truly given your life over to Jesus?


--is it Christ who sits 

on the throne inside of you?

Is Christ both Lion and Lamb


--and are the two at peace with one another



--inside of you?

If so, Halleluiah! Praise God for the hard work you have done


in your effort to become the person God intended you to be!


If the Lion and Lamb are not at peace inside of you, 
then I invite you to come and talk with me

--for I personally have come through a long, long process

striving to arrive at a place of peace



within myself.

You and I can sit  

and talk and pray 

as two by the name of Peter and Rebecca


once did for me.

[tell story]

If you believe 

that Jesus is the son of God

and are striving to live according to his commands,

then your can be assured that your name is written in the book of life





--on the scroll that Jesus, Lamb of God,

will unroll at the end of time. 

Even now, already, you can begin to have the peace of God which surpasses all understanding 

--for the kingdom is real and it’s about being real 

- real with God and real with each other. 

It’s about abiding in Christ 

- finding our true selves,

being at peace within ourselves,

and then living out that relationship 

in honesty and humility.
Earlier in this worship service

our Family Bell Choir 

played the tune of a hymn 

that we are all very familiar with:

“Let there be peace on earth.”
We know the words:
“Let there be peace on earth”
And where does it begin? Yes, with me—and with you.

If we seek first the kingdom of God,

everything we need will be provided for us.
Let us now sing the hymn that reminds us of this always,


Seek Ye First



--which can be found on page 405 of your Hymnal.

